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Theme:  The Lord wants us to be together and to work together. 
 
Texts:  Genesis to Revelation 
 
Here’s a thought:  Someone has observed, “A lot of church members who are 
singing ‘Standing on the Promises’ are just sitting on the premises.” 
 
Partnership begins with the Godhead:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
 

 
 
Genesis 1:1-3: 

1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the 
earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the 
deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. 3 And God 
said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. NIV 

 
“God” here is Elohim, which is plural. 
 
Note that God says in Genesis 1:26, “Let us make man in our image.” 
 
We learn in other Scriptures (John 1:10, Colossians 1:16 and Hebrews 1:2) 
that the universe was made through Jesus the Son of God and the Word of 
God. 
 
Partnership with God and man 
 

 
 
Genesis 1:26: 

26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and 
let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the 



livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along 
the ground.” 27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of 
God he created him; male and female he created them. NIV 

 
Genesis 2:19-20: 

19 Now the LORD God had formed out of the ground all the beasts of the 
field and all the birds of the air.  He brought them to the man to see what 
he would name them; and whatever the man called each living creature, 
that was its name. 20 So the man gave names to all the livestock, the 
birds of the air and all the beasts of the field. NIV 

 
Genesis 3:8-9: 

8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he 
was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the 
LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the LORD God called to 
the man, “Where are you?” NIV 

 
Partnership with husband and wife 
 

 
 
The first wedding is recorded in Genesis 2:15-25: 

15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to 
work it and take care of it. 16 And the Lord God commanded the man, 
"You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; 17 but you must not eat 
from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you 
will surely die.” 18 The Lord God said, "It is not good for the man to be 
alone.  I will make a helper suitable for him." 19 Now the Lord God had 
formed out of the ground all the beasts of the field and all the birds of the 
air.  He brought them to the man to see what he would name them; and 
whatever the man called each living creature, that was its name. 20 So 
the man gave names to all the livestock, the birds of the air and all the 
beasts of the field.  But for Adam no suitable helper was found. 21 So the 
Lord God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was 
sleeping, he took one of the man's ribs and closed up the place with 
flesh. 22 Then the Lord God made a woman from the rib he had taken 
out of the man, and he brought her to the man. 23 The man said, "This 
is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called 
'woman,' for she was taken out of man." 24 For this reason a man will 
leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will 



become one flesh. 25 The man and his wife were both naked, and they 
felt no shame.  NIV 

 
From the time that God created Adam, He gave him work to do, a garden to 
tend and animals to name.  Somewhere we picked up the idea that paradise is 
the absence of work, where the ultimate is having nothing to do.  This is what 
our culture calls retirement and what many people call heaven.  Having a 
purpose, having something to occupy us and challenge us, is actually not a 
curse but a blessing. 
 
It is noteworthy that God gave the woman to the man for companionship and 
partnership.  They were to be together and to do together.  We are human 
beings and human doings.  Our Creator wants to be with us and He wants to 
do things with us.  He calls the husband and the wife to be together and to do 
together. 
 
By the way, when was the longest day in the Bible? 
 
The day that Adam was created because there was no Eve. 
 
The lifelong marriage covenant between one man and one woman has been the 
building block of families and civilizations for thousands of years since that 
first union.  The genius of this plan is still demonstrated when a man and 
woman love the Lord their God with all their hearts, souls, minds and bodies 
and love each other as they love themselves. 
 
Within the stability of Christ-like, loving and faithful marriages the husband, 
wife and children can thrive spiritually, psychologically, socially and 
financially.  When marriages and families are godly and strong communities 
and nations are likewise godly and strong. 
 
God’s original plan is to “leave” and “cleave” – for a man and woman to leave 
their father and mother and to become one flesh.  Having moved from the 
safety and security of the home where they grew up, the bride and groom can 
give themselves wholeheartedly to building a relationship of trust and 
transparency that deepens over time. 
 
Some people wrestle with the nagging questions, "Did I marry the right person?  
What would have happened if I would have married so and so?"  Before you get 
married find the right person; after you get married become the right person. 
 
Picture a triangle with God at the top and the husband and wife at the other 
two points of the triangle.  As the husband and wife each move closer to God at 
the top of the triangle they actually end up getting closer to each other, growing 
more and more unified in their life’s vision and values. 
 



Not only did God institute the original plan for marriage, He provides the love 
that is needed for a marriage to thrive. 
 
Someone has described many marriages as two fleas on a dog – except there is 
no dog.  As a result, each partner tries desperately to suck the life out of the 
other.  It is so easy to focus on my needs and what my spouse is not doing to 
meet my needs. 
 
How different it can be when both husband and wife draw daily upon the Holy 
Spirit living in them so they can love and serve the other! 
 
The Bible says in 1 John 4:8 that “God is love”.  Through a relationship with 
His Son, Jesus Christ, we can have His selfless love living in our hearts.  It 
starts by confessing our own selfishness and sin and by acknowledging our 
need for a Saviour.  When we accept Christ’s death as payment for our sin and 
surrender to Him as our Lord He comes to live inside.  We then have access to 
a never-ending source of love that can profoundly impact our relationships. 
 
Jesus invites us to partner with Him 
 

 
 
Jesus invites us in Matthew 11:28-30: 

28 Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you 
rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and 
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is 
easy and my burden is light. NIV 

 
The Great Commission requires a partnership 
 

 
 
Luke 5:1-11: 

1 One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret [Sea of 
Galilee], with the people crowding around him and listening to the word 



of God, 2 he saw at the water's edge two boats, left there by the 
fishermen, who were washing their nets. 3 He got into one of the boats, 
the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little from shore.  
Then he sat down and taught the people from the boat. 4 When he had 
finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep water, and let 
down the nets for a catch.” 5 Simon answered, “Master, we've worked 
hard all night and haven't caught anything.  But because you say so, I 
will let down the nets.” 6 When they had done so, they caught such a 
large number of fish that their nets began to break. 7 So they signaled 
their partners in the other boat to come and help them, and they came 
and filled both boats so full that they began to sink. 8 When Simon Peter 
saw this, he fell at Jesus' knees and said, “Go away from me, Lord; I am 
a sinful man!” 9 For he and all his companions were astonished at the 
catch of fish they had taken, 10 and so were James and John, the sons 
of Zebedee, Simon's partners.  Then Jesus said to Simon, “Don't be 
afraid; from now on you will catch men.” 11 So they pulled their boats up 
on shore, left everything and followed him. NIV 

 
The word "partners" in verse 10 comes from koinonoi or koinonia.  This word 
can also be translated as "fellowship". 
 
1 Corinthians 3:5-9: 

5 What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul?  Only servants, through 
whom you came to believe — as the Lord has assigned to each his task. 6 
I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow. 7 So neither 
he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God, who makes 
things grow. 8 The man who plants and the man who waters have one 
purpose, and each will be rewarded according to his own labor. 9 For we 
are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, God's building. NIV 

 
The term “fellow workers” comes from the Greek word “sunergoi”, from which 
we get the word “synergy”.  Synergy, in general, may be defined as two or more 
agents working together to produce a result not obtainable by any of the agents 
independently (from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Synergy).  We are stronger 
together and we can accomplish more by working together! 
 
Someone has observed, “A lot of church members who are singing [the old 
hymn] ‘Standing on the Promises’ are just sitting on the premises.” 
 
The Lord wants to be with His people forever 
 



 
 
The Apostle John writes in Revelation 21:1-4: 

1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the 
first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the 
Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3 And I heard a 
loud voice from the throne saying, “Now the dwelling of God is with men, 
and he will live with them.  They will be his people, and God himself will 
be with them and be their God. 4 He will wipe every tear from their eyes.  
There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old 
order of things has passed away.” NIV 

 
We will partner with fellow servants as we serve the Lord together forever 
 

 
 
John continues in Revelation 22:1-3: 

1 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as 
crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 down the 
middle of the great street of the city.  On each side of the river stood the 
tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month.  
And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 3 No longer 
will there be any curse.  The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the 
city, and his servants will serve him. NIV 

 
The Lord wants us to be together and to work together. 
 

 
 


