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Theme:  Our effectiveness depends upon our distinctiveness. 
 
Text:  John 17:6-19 
 
Needed:  A saltshaker and a flashlight. 
 
Here’s a thought:  D.L. Moody concluded, “Christians should live in the world, 
but not be filled with it.  A ship lives in the water; but if the water gets into the 
ship, she goes to the bottom.  So Christians may live in the world; but if the 
world gets into them, they sink.” 
 
Here are some samples of how God’s people have defined “worldliness” over the 
years: 
• Women wearing pants in church (many modern German Evangelical 

Protestants). 
• The pipe organ was called "the devil's bagpipes" in the era of John Knox 

in the 1500’s (Scottish Presbyterians). 
• Silk & nylon stockings (Evangelical Christians in the U.K. around 1950). 
• Lipstick, rouge & mascara (Evangelical Christians in the U.K. around 

1950). 
• Going to the theatre, opera, or ballet (British evangelical Christians in 

the 1950’s & early 1960’s).  Going to a movie on Sunday was strictly 
forbidden (it was even illegal at one time). 

• Unmarried men & women sitting together in church (Hutterites and some 
of the stricter Mennonites.  Until the 1970s some German Roman 
Catholic Churches). 

• Use of zippers (Amish). 
• Driving any motorized vehicle (Amish). 
• Use of mechanized farm machinery (Amish). 



• Many believed the use of drum and guitar music was too worldly to use 
in church.  Some believed the use of any musical instruments was too 
worldly.   

• As Laura Engels Wilder wrote in the "Little House on the Prairie" books, 
Christians could do nothing on Sunday except read the Bible or quietly 
sit and read.  Children could not go out to play.  Cooking was done the 
day before Sunday. 

• In some churches around the world women must still have their heads 
covered while in the church building. 

• Dancing in church or anywhere. 
• Colouring your hair. 
• Having tattoos. 
• Wearing earrings, especially guys. 
 
Other contentious issues in the North American church include: 

Christian schools vs. public schools, speaking in tongues, Christian-
sponsored boycotts, sex education, the ecumenical movement, playing 
the saxophone in church, Halloween, interracial marriage, Christians in 
politics, Sunday night services, true Christians in liberal churches, The 
Lord's Supper, Christian counseling, women wearing makeup, women 
cutting their hair too short, clapping in church, traditional vs. 
contemporary worship, Hollywood movies, drinking wine, watching TV, 
eating out on Sunday, playing cards, women wearing pants, the King 
James Version, picketing abortion clinics, men wearing beards, using 
credit cards, divorced men serving as ushers, home schooling, mixed 
swimming, smoking, rock music, Christian rock music, women working 
outside the home, birth control, guitars in a church service, working in a 
restaurant where they sell beer, working as cashier where they sell 
cigarettes, pocket knives, guns and divorced church leaders. 

 
Sincere followers of Jesus Christ have struggled for centuries over what is 
“worldly” and what is “spiritual”. 
 
Listen to the prayer of our Lord in John 17:6-19: 

6 I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world.  They 
were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word. 7 Now 
they know that everything you have given me comes from you. 8 For I gave 
them the words you gave me and they accepted them.  They knew with 
certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me. 9 I 
pray for them.  I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given 
me, for they are yours. 10 All I have is yours, and all you have is mine.  
And glory has come to me through them. 11 I will remain in the world no 
longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you.  Holy 
Father, protect them by the power of your name - the name you gave me - 
so that they may be one as we are one. 12 While I was with them, I 



protected them and kept them safe by that name you gave me.  None has 
been lost except the one doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be 
fulfilled. 13 I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still 
in the world, so that they may have the full measure of my joy within them. 
14 I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are 
not of the world any more than I am of the world. 15 My prayer is not that 
you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. 
16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 17 Sanctify them by 
the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, I have sent 
them into the world. 19 For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be 
truly sanctified. NIV 

 
We Are in the World 
but 
We Are Not of the World 
 
This prayer that Jesus offers to the Father on behalf of His followers draws the 
fine line that each Christian is called to walk.  If we don’t balance this properly 
we will limit our effectiveness and the fulfillment of our God-given purpose here 
on earth.  If we get it wrong there will be eternal consequences!  If we get it right 
there will be eternal benefits! 
 
We Are in the World 
 

 
 
Jesus specifically prayed that the Father would not take His followers out of 
the world but that He would protect them from the evil one.  This protection 
was to come through the power of the Father’s name and through the unity we 
share among us.  We make ourselves vulnerable when we fail to walk in the 
name of the Father and in unity as He intended for us.  We lose our influence on 
the world around us when our relationship with God and with one another is 
broken or distant. 
 
How many people have complained about the hypocrites in the church?  How 
many people are confused by the division and rivalry they see among the 
churches in our community? 
 
I have thought a lot about the purpose of my existence.  I believe that God has 
created me.  I believe that because of the death and resurrection of Jesus 



Christ I will spend eternity with Him.  But if He wants to be with His people, 
why doesn’t He just take all of us home to be with Him?  Why has the Lord left 
us in this world? 
 
Don’t forget why God has us here on earth!  Jesus reminds us of this in Matthew 
5:13-16: 

13 "You are the salt of the earth.  But if the salt loses its saltiness, how 
can it be made salty again?  It is no longer good for anything, except to 
be thrown out and trampled by men. 14 "You are the light of the world.  
A city on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do people light a lamp and 
put it under a bowl.  Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to 
everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before 
men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in 
heaven. NIV 

 
The influence of salt and of light is demonstrated by how effectively each 
penetrates their surroundings.  If I were to keep this salt (refer to a salt shaker) 
sealed in a container or if I were to cover up this flashlight neither would be 
doing what they were intended to do. 
 
Jesus refers several times in the Gospel of John to “the ones the Father gave to 
Him.”  He saw a lot of people come and go in his 3½ years of public ministry, 
but Jesus made the distinction between the people that left Him and the ones 
that stuck with Him.  The ones that stuck with Him withstood the test of time 
and proved that the Father had given them to the Son. 
 
Note the intended result of grace in our lives as described in Ephesians 2:8-10: 

8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith - and this not 
from yourselves, it is the gift of God - 9 not by works, so that no one can 
boast. 10 For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do 
good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. NIV 

 
I have found that most of us who have followed Jesus Christ for a long time 
tend toward isolation from the world.  Over time we lose touch with people that 
don’t share our beliefs and we lack the contact points to influence others with 
the words and works of Christ.  Unless we intentionally cultivate these 
relationships, they will not happen. 
 
Are you building God-honouring relationships with people that don’t know 
Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour? 
 
We Are in the World 
but 
We Are Not of the World 
 



 
 
The influence of salt and light is demonstrated by how distinct each is from their 
surroundings.  If this salt is mixed with sugar, for example, the impact of the salt 
is reduced.  If the batteries in this flashlight get low the light grows dimmer. 
 
By the way, do you know what Thomas Edison’s wife said to him late one night?  
"I don't know what you're doing, Tom, but I can't sleep with that light on." 
 
God’s people have always been considered foreigners here on earth. 
 
We read of the Israelites in the Old Testament and how they failed to maintain 
their identities and loyalties.  When King Balak of Moab tried to hire the prophet 
Balaam to call down curses from heaven on the nation of Israel the prophet was 
powerless to do so (see Number 22).  Wanting to receive the king’s approval and 
his handsome fee for services, Balaam came up with a plan:  instruct the 
Moabites to intermarry with the Israelites rather than try to defeat them in battle.  
This plan was successful as the Moabite women managed to lure the Israelite 
men away from their allegiance to God. 
 
Perhaps the Apostle Paul had this example in mind when he wrote 2 
Corinthians 6:14-18: 

14 Do not be yoked together with unbelievers.  For what do 
righteousness and wickedness have in common?  Or what fellowship can 
light have with darkness? 15 What harmony is there between Christ and 
Belial?  What does a believer have in common with an unbeliever? 16 
What agreement is there between the temple of God and idols?  For we 
are the temple of the living God.  As God has said:  "I will live with them 
and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they will be my 
people." 17 "Therefore come out from them and be separate, says the 
Lord.  Touch no unclean thing, and I will receive you." 18 "I will be a 
Father to you, and you will be my sons and daughters, Says the Lord 
Almighty." NIV 

 
This is precisely what led to King Solomon’s downfall.  As a young man he had 
everything going for him:  a godly heritage, wisdom, power and riches.  
Eventually he traded it all in to chase women that lured him away from the one 
true God. 
 
D.L. Moody (1837-1899) concluded, “Christians should live in the world, but 



not be filled with it.  A ship lives in the water; but if the water gets into the 
ship, she goes to the bottom.  So Christians may live in the world; but if the 
world gets into them, they sink.” 
 
What, then, does it mean to be truly “holy” or “sanctified”?  The Biblical 
definition is “to be set apart for a unique purpose.”  We typically work out the 
implications of this by drawing up lists of “do’s and don’ts”.  This is nothing 
new – the Pharisees and Sadducees were doing it 2,000 years ago.  While the 
human tendency is to focus on appearance the Lord is preoccupied with the 
heart.  If the heart is holy the words and actions will naturally fall in line. 
 
In His prayer for those who follow Him, Jesus explains that the world naturally 
hates us because the world hated Him first.  Jesus warned us (in Luke 6:26), 
“Woe to you if everyone speaks well of you.”  We should fully expect our 
surroundings to be hostile because our citizenship is not in this world but in 
heaven. 
 
I have found that most people who have received Jesus Christ as their Lord 
and Saviour but have failed to maintain a living, growing relationship with Him 
tend to blend in with their surroundings.  Rather than having an influence on 
others they are more readily influenced by others. 
 
Look deeper than appearances and personal preferences to priorities, values 
and compelling beliefs: 
• How different are you from the people around you that don’t yet know Jesus 

Christ as Lord and Saviour? 
• Are your non-negotiable opinions clearly based upon the Word of God or are 

they based upon your personal preferences? 
• How passionate are you about seeing others coming into relationship with 

Christ? 
 
We Are in the World 
but 
We Are Not of the World 
 
Our effectiveness depends upon our distinctiveness. 
 

 
 


