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Theme:  God is revealed to us through Jesus Christ. 
 
Text:  John 1:14 
 
Here’s a thought:  God has given you the resources to be like Jesus now and in 
the future. 
 
On March 5th, 1994, Deputy Sheriff Lloyd Prescott was teaching a class for 
police officers in the Salt Lake City Library.  As he stepped into the hallway he 
noticed a gunman herding 18 hostages into the next room.  With a flash of 
insight, Prescott (dressed in street clothes) joined the group as the nineteenth 
hostage, followed them into the room, and shut the door.  But when the 
gunman announced the order in which hostages would be executed, Prescott 
identified himself as a cop.  In the scuffle that followed, Prescott, in self-
defence, fatally shot the armed man.  The hostages were released unharmed. 
 
2,000 years ago, God dressed Himself in street clothes and entered our world, 
joining us who were held hostage to sin.  On the cross Jesus defeated Satan 
and set us free from the power of sin (from www.sermoncentral.com/sermon-
illustrations/71399/on-march-5-1994-deputy-sheriff-lloyd-prescott-by-bobby-
scobey). 
 
John 1:1-18 describes it this way: 
 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all 
things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 
In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the 
darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. 6 There came a man 
who was sent from God; his name was John. 7 He came as a witness to 
testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe. 8 
He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. 9 The 
true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world. 10 He 
was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world 
did not recognize him. 11 He came to that which was his own, but his own 
did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who received him, to those who believed 



 

in his name, he gave the right to become children of God - 13 children 
born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, 
but born of God. 14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among 
us.  We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from 
the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 John testifies concerning him.  He 
cries out, saying, "This was he of whom I said, 'He who comes after me has 
surpassed me because he was before me.'" 16 From the fullness of his 
grace we have all received one blessing after another. 17 For the law was 
given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No 
one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father's 
side, has made him known. NIV 

 
As heaven's representative: 
He Became Like Us 
 

 
 
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us (John 1:14a). 
 
We somehow have the idea that God doesn't understand our struggles.  He is, 
after all, on His comfortable throne in heaven, insulated from all the heartache 
and pain here on earth.  After all, He has never experienced the pain of 
rejection, the death of a loved one or the temptation of the enemy. 
 
If this is what you think, it is time to read Hebrews 4:14-16: 
 14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the 

heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 
15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as 
we are - yet was without sin. 16 Let us then approach the throne of grace 
with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in 
our time of need. NIV 

 
Jesus Christ identified with our struggles and limitations.  He did not live a 
cushy life for 33 years here on earth.  The Word became flesh and made His 
dwelling among us.  The One through whom all things were made became a 
human who experienced birth, childhood, adolescence, zits, hormones, sore 
feet, tiredness, hunger, pain and death.  Because of His humanity and earthly 
experience, He can understand and appreciate our human limitations and 
trials. 



 

 
The Bible calls Jesus Christ "Immanuel", a Hebrew word which means "God 
with us."  He is not the God who remains aloof.  He is the God who loves to be 
among us. 
 
An adult's world and a child's world are usually vastly different.  An adult 
cannot expect the child to be interested in or relate to the adult's world so he 
must enter the child's world.  This is the only place to find, meet and influence 
children.  Effective adults meet children in the kingdom of games, toys and 
other fleeting things.  Come to think of it, that's what God does for us.  From 
His world of supreme significance, the Almighty moves into my world of 
relationships, houses, work, school, hobbies and interests.  In His world, mine 
must certainly seem insignificant. 
 
The Bible explains that God is love.  The Almighty Creator and Judge of the 
universe is intensely interested in you and me.  He was so filled with concern 
for our broken relationships with Him and with others that He was moved to 
action.  For God so loved the world that he shouted from heaven that He cared.  
Is this what John 3:16 says?  No!  For God so loved the world that he gave his 
one and only Son. 
 
"God's my size!"  The three-year-old girl jumped up to tell her mother.  "Mom, 
God's my size!"  She got the idea while lying on her stomach looking at a model 
of the Nativity scene beneath the Christmas tree.  Eye level with a baby is a 
good position from which to study theology. 
 
Adults look at the baby and say, "This can't be God!  This is a bawling baby!"  
The protests are diverse.  "This can't be God!  This baby is Jewish.  This baby is 
poor.  This baby is illegitimate.  This baby is male.  This baby is traditional.  
This baby is a refugee.  This baby is, well, a baby." 
 
Children look at the baby and say, "God's our size!"  Adults look at the baby, 
shuffle their feet in the straw, and mutter to each other. 
 
A Sunday school teacher asked her students to draw a picture of the Holy 
Family.  After the pictures were brought to her, she saw that some of the 
youngsters had drawn the conventional pictures - the Holy Family and the 
manger, the Holy Family riding on the mule, etc. 
 
She called up one little boy to ask him to explain his drawing, which showed an 
airplane with four heads sticking out of the plane windows.  She inquired, "I 
can understand you drew three of the heads to show Joseph, Mary and Jesus.  
But who's the fourth head?" 
 
"Oh," answered the boy, "that's Pontius the pilot!" 
 



 

Have you stopped to think that God wants to be among us here?  That He 
wants to be with you in your home, on the job, in school, in your private 
thoughts?  Each day this week, not just on Christmas Day, acknowledge Him 
as you are relaxing and as you are busy.  Think about Him before you drift off 
to sleep tonight and as you are in the shower tomorrow morning.  God Himself 
became flesh and made his dwelling among us. 
 
Would people describe you as shy and aloof?  Would the people you are 
acquainted with conclude that you are hard to get to know?  This is to change 
if you are truly to represent Jesus Christ.  He wants to heal whatever keeps 
you from allowing people to get to know you.  In proportion to how much you 
let Him do this, Christ lives through you. 
 
As heaven's representative: 
He Became Like Us 
He Remained Unlike Us 
 

 
 
We have seen His glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the 
Father, full of grace and truth (John 1:14b). 
 
Jesus came full of grace and truth.  He is unlike us in that we tend to 
concentrate on one attribute at the exclusion of the other.  Some see God as 
the Supreme Being who demonstrates to us His favour and loving kindness.  
Others see God as holy and righteous, offended by sin and compromise.  We 
humans have a hard time believing that God has both of these qualities.  Study 
the life of Jesus and you will see that He demonstrates God's wonderful 
balance of both grace and truth. 
 
Hebrews reminds us that Jesus was tempted in every way, just as we are - yet 
was without sin.  I have sometimes wondered if I would be more effective as a 
pastor if I would have first plunged into a life of sin and degradation before 
becoming a follower of Christ.  If I would have slept around, sold drugs and 
joined a motorcycle gang I would be able to relate to people better, right?  Yes, 
God can use the bad choices that you and I make and the tragedies that we go 
through to help us relate to people.  However, to truly be a help to others one 
needs to remain "unlike" the one he is trying to rescue.  Jesus remained unlike 
us so that He could pull you and me out of our messes.  The next time you are 
about to justify yourself for losing your temper or harbouring a bad attitude 



 

remember Him who was tempted in every way, just as we are - yet was without 
sin. 
 
Ah, you say, but He was the Son of God!  Yes, He was, but the same Holy Spirit 
that empowered Jesus Christ 2,000 years ago is available to you today.  God 
has given you the resources to be like Jesus now and in the future. 
 
Many people think of the Old Testament God as a God of wrath.  Yes, God is 
vengeful at times, but He always directs His wrath at sin.  We do not 
understand the degree to which God detests sin.  But God is also a God of 
comfort, grace and love.  Wherever we find a Bible story of wrath, there is also 
a God of love. 
 
The words of our gracious Lord Jesus in John 14:6 would be labelled "narrow-
minded" by most Canadians today:  "I am the way and the truth and the life.  
No one comes to the Father except through me." 
 
A minister was given a parking ticket.  In court, the judge asked if he had 
anything to say.  "Yes," the minister replied.  "Blessed are the merciful for they 
shall obtain mercy." 
 
The judge fined him 50 dollars and admonished him, "Go thou and sin no 
more." 
 
In your relationship with the Lord do you tend to downplay sin because of 
God's grace?  Or do you tend to see God as being quick to punish those who 
fall short of His perfection?  Jesus came to show us that God can apply grace 
and truth where it is needed in your life. 
 
In your relationships with others do you emphasize grace by avoiding conflict 
at all costs by letting people take advantage of your kindness?  Or do you tend 
to shoot from the hip, making comments that might be true but that leave 
people bleeding?  Let the life of Jesus flow through you as you show grace and 
truth as it is needed in your relationships with others. 
 
The land of Persia was once ruled by a wise and beloved Shah who cared 
greatly for his people and desired only what was best for them.  One day he 
disguised himself as a poor man and went to visit the public baths.  The water 
for the baths was heated by a furnace in the cellar, so the Shah made his way 
to the dark place to sit with the man who tended the fire.  The two men shared 
the man's simple lunch, and the Shah befriended him in his loneliness.  Day 
after day the ruler went to visit the man.  The worker became attached to this 
stranger because he "came where he was". 
 
One day the Shah revealed his true identity, and he expected the man to ask 
him for a gift.  Instead, the man looked long into his leader's face and with love 



 

and wonder in his voice replied, "You left your palace and your glory to sit with 
me in this dark place, to eat my coarse food, and to care about what happens 
to me.  On others you may bestow rich gifts, but to me you have given 
yourself!" (from https://bit.ly/2Mm2BDz) 
 
As we think of what our Lord has done for us, we can echo that fire tender's 
sentiments.  What a step our Lord took - from heaven to earth, from the 
worship of angels to the mocking of cruel men, from glory to humiliation! 
 
As heaven's representative: 
He Became Like Us 
He Remained Unlike Us 
 
God is revealed to us through Jesus Christ. 
 

 
 


