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Theme:  God designed us to complement not to compete with one another. 
 
Texts:  1 Corinthians 12:4-6 and James 5:13-14 
 
Here’s a thought:  Thomas Jefferson exhorted, “In matters of style swim with 
the current.  In matters of principle stand like a rock.” 
 
Years ago, my wife, Brenda, and I coached a soccer team of six-year-old boys.  
We were able to teach them some skills and lead them in practices but one of 
our greatest challenges became obvious during games.  When the ball was in 
play all the boys wanted to kick it!  Like one big amoeba they would follow the 
ball around the field.  We would practice passing during the week but the boys 
had a tough time grasping the concept of spreading out on the field and 
working together as a team. 
 
This remains one of our greatest challenges as teens and adults.  We often 
want to be the one who scores the goal.  We typically wonder why everyone else 
can’t be like us.  Our “divine coach” continues to work with us because He has 
much more in store for us. 
 
Jesus calls us to: 
Unity 
 

 
 
People who partner together in marriage, business and/or ministry should 
agree on certain core values.  These are non-negotiable items that form the 
foundation of such a relationship.  This is why the Apostle Paul strongly warns 
against a follower of Jesus marrying someone who does not share his or her 
commitment to the Lord (2 Corinthians 6:14-18). 



 
Amos 3:3 asks the question, “Do two walk together unless they have agreed to 
do so?” NIV 
 
Personally, we need to be clear and bold on what we believe and value.  When 
we fail to do this, we end up slipping and sliding into relationships that tempt 
us to compromise our convictions.  He who stands for nothing will fall for 
everything.  Do you know what you believe and why?  Can you express your 
beliefs and values gently and respectfully (1 Peter 3:15)? 
 
We must be clear and bold on what we believe and value.  If you are not sure of 
what we believe and value please take the time to read about these on our 
church’s website (www.nbccalgary.com) and let me know that you are 
interested in our next Vision and Values series.  It is important!  I don’t want 
you to hold back from partnering with us because you are unsure of where we 
stand or you cannot wholeheartedly embrace our core beliefs and values. 
 
I think back to when I had a full head of hair in Social Studies with Mr. Ralph 
McCall at George McDougall High School in Airdrie.  We contrasted the ideas of 
the U.S. Melting Pot with the Canadian Mosaic, which emphasized the diversity 
of Canadian citizens.  These memories returned when I came across this 
Canada Infographic Map: 
 

 
 
Biblical unity is more than just intellectual agreement on most topics.  Unity is 
more than “going along with the rest of the group or not rocking the boat”; it is 
committing your time, energy and money to a common purpose.  It is the 
knitting together of hearts for a particular passion and purpose.  It is more 
than just the signing of a contract.  This loyalty should knit the people of God 
together so we reflect who we are – a family.  While many North American 
churches operate like businesses where pastors are hired and fired and 



customers in the pews find another church when they are unhappy, the Bible 
has a much different vision for followers of Christ.  
 
Consider what Jesus promised in Matthew 18:19-20: 

19 Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you 
ask for, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two 
or three come together in my name, there am I with them. NIV 

 
We do this promise a great disservice by quoting it when just a small number 
of people show up for a prayer meeting.  The Lord never intended this to 
provide some comfort when we feel disappointed and discouraged.  His words 
do not carry a tone of defeat here at all!  Instead, He intends for us to use this 
passage as a rallying cry to triumph!  There is profound power in unity and we 
have not even begun to tap into the power of fervent and focused prayer and 
work as fellow servants of the King. 
 
Such unity requires intentional discernment of God’s will in particular 
situations through praying, reading God’s Word and listening for His voice 
together.  It requires a commitment to be profoundly honest with ourselves and 
with one another on a level that we have rarely, if ever, tasted. 
 
In a culture that preaches self-reliance and isolation will you take a step back 
and consider how you can enhance unity in your home, workplace and church 
family?  How can we express unity in how we worship, pray, give and serve 
together? 
 
Jesus calls us to: 
Unity 
and 
Diversity 
 

 
 
Unity is not unanimity.  We can disagree on issues and still be unified.  We can 
be two very different people and partner together.  Healthy relationships do not 
demand conformity but they do embrace and encourage uniqueness.  Healthy 
churches move beyond individualism to celebrate individuality.  We are called 
not to independence but to interdependence. 
 
Our bodies demonstrate how unity and diversity can work together so 



beautifully!  The Apostle Paul uses this imagery in 1 Corinthians 12:14-20: 
14 Now the body is not made up of one part but of many. 15 If the foot 
should say, "Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body," it 
would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. 16 And if the ear 
should say, "Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body," it 
would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. 17 If the whole 
body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be?  If the whole 
body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? 18 But in fact God 
has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted 
them to be. 19 If they were all one part, where would the body be? 20 As 
it is, there are many parts, but one body. NIV 

 
What amazing differences between your hands and your feet!  What profound 
distinctions between your kidney and your liver!  Fortunately, these parts do 
not compete with one another.  Thankfully, these parts complement one 
another.  Each is needed for your body to be healthy and productive. 
 
A man and woman had been married for more than 60 years.  They had shared 
everything.  They had talked about everything.  They had kept no secrets from 
each other except that the little old woman had a shoebox in the top of her 
closet that she had cautioned her husband never to open or ask her about.  
For all of these years he had never thought about the box, but one day the little 
old woman got very sick and the doctor said she would not recover.  
 
In trying to sort out their affairs, the little old man took down the shoebox and 
took it to his wife's bedside.  She agreed that it was time that he should know 
what was in the box.  When he opened it, he found two crocheted dolls and a 
stack of money totalling $95,000.  He asked her about the contents.  
 
"When we were to be married," she said, "my grandmother told me the secret of 
a happy marriage was never to argue.  She told me that if I ever got angry with 
you I should just keep quiet and crochet a doll." 
 
The little old man was so moved; he had to fight back tears.  Only two precious 
dolls were in the box.  She had only been angry with him twice in all those 
years of living and loving.  He almost burst with happiness. 
 
"Honey," he said, "that explains the dolls, but what about all of this money?  
Where did it come from?" 
 
"Oh," she said, "That's the money I made from selling the dolls." 
 
The Body of Christ is made up of diverse personalities.  Look at the Bible’s 
different contributing authors and their unique writing styles.  Look at the 
twelve disciples and how different they were.  Look around our city at how 
different the churches are.  Look around you in our church gatherings and 



notice how different (and some are more different than others) we are from each 
other. 
 
Recognizing and embracing a diversity of gifts amongst us will help each of us 
to avoid becoming proud.  Paul explains it this way in Romans 12:3-6a: 

3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of you:  Do not think of 
yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with 
sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given 
you. 4 Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these 
members do not all have the same function, 5 so in Christ we who are 
many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 6 We 
have different gifts, according to the grace given us. NIV 

 
We should fully expect a diversity of responses to God and expressions of 
worship to God when we gather.  This is because we are all at different places 
in our relationship with the Lord and we all experience different circumstances.  
The more secure we are in our relationship with our Heavenly Father and in 
who we are as His sons and daughters the more we will focus on how we relate 
to Him and the less we will be preoccupied with how our brothers and sisters 
relate to Him. 
 
James 5:13-14 says it this way: 

13 Is any one of you in trouble?  He should pray.  Is anyone happy?  Let 
him sing songs of praise. 14 Is any one of you sick?  He should call the 
elders of the church to pray over him and anoint him with oil in the name 
of the Lord. NIV 

 
When I look at our church with eyes of faith I see Spirit-led and skillful music 
with people expressing worship in a variety of ways - some exuberantly, some 
quietly, some dancing, some waving flags, some painting, some drawing, some 
kneeling, some standing and some sitting. 
 
Each worship leader and team will bring a diversity of flavours and 
personalities united around our shared beliefs, vision and values. 
 
Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826) exhorted, “In matters of style swim with the 
current.  In matters of principle stand like a rock.” 
 
A lot of people talk about compatibility today.  There is a measure of truth in 
this discussion, but it fails to leave room for respecting and even embracing 
diversity in others. 
 
Years ago, when asked about his secret of love and (at the time) being married 
54 years to the same person, Billy Graham said, "Ruth and I are happily 
incompatible." 
 



Godly marriages, families and churches are made up of people that are knit 
together yet are still identifiable characters. 
 
I pray that 2 Corinthians 3:17 is true of our church, “Now the Lord is the 
Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.” NIV 
 
Do you provide freedom for your family, friends, coworkers, neighbours, fellow 
students and fellow followers of Jesus by loving and accepting them for who 
they are? 
 
Jimmy Durante (1893-1980), a great entertainer, was asked to be a part of a 
show for World War 2 veterans.  He told them his schedule was very busy and 
he could afford only a few minutes, but if they wouldn't mind him doing one 
short monologue and immediately leaving for his next appointment, he would 
come.  Of course, the show's director agreed happily.  But when Jimmy got on 
stage something interesting happened.  He went through the short monologue 
and then stayed.  The applause grew louder and louder and he kept staying.  
Pretty soon, he had been on 15, 20, then 30 minutes.  Finally, he took a last 
bow and left the stage.  Backstage someone stopped him and said, "I thought 
you had to go after a few minutes.  What happened?" 

Jimmy answered, "I did have to go, but I can show you the reason I stayed.  
You can see for yourself if you'll look down on the front row."  In the front row 
were two men, each of whom had lost an arm in the war.  One had lost his 
right arm and the other had lost his left.  Together, they were able to clap, and 
that's exactly what they were doing, loudly and cheerfully. 
 
Jesus calls us to: 
Unity 
and 
Diversity 
 
God designed us to complement not to compete with one another. 
 

 
 


