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Theme:  God is keenly interested in our maturity. 
 
Texts:  Luke 15:11-24, 2 Corinthians 7:8-11, 1 Corinthians 11:1, Philippians 
4:9, Hebrews 10:23-25 and Proverbs 27:17 
 
Here’s a thought:  James A. Garfield observed, "The truth will set you free, but 
first it will make you miserable." 
 
Here are some profound definitions to ponder … 
 
Beauty parlor:  A place where women curl up and dye. 
Chickens:  The only animals you eat before they are born and after they are 
dead. 
Committee:  A body that keeps minutes and wastes hours. 
Dust:  Mud with the juice squeezed out. 
Egotist:  Someone who is usually me-deep in conversation. 
Gossip:  A person who will never tell a lie if the truth will do more damage. 
Handkerchief:  Cold storage. 
Inflation:  Cutting money in half without damaging the paper. 
Myth:  A female moth. 
Adult:  A person who has stopped growing at both ends and is now growing in 
the middle. 
 
I have discovered that God is keenly interested in our maturity and He uses 
these to grow us: 
Pain 
and 
People 
 
Pain 
 



 
 
A famous parable is found in Luke 15:11-24: 

11 Jesus continued:  "There was a man who had two sons. 12 The 
younger one said to his father, 'Father, give me my share of the estate.'  
So he divided his property between them. 13 "Not long after that, the 
younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and 
there squandered his wealth in wild living. 14 After he had spent 
everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he 
began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of 
that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed to fill 
his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him 
anything. 17 "When he came to his senses, he said, 'How many of my 
father's hired men have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 
18 I will set out and go back to my father and say to him:  Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be 
called your son; make me like one of your hired men.' 20 So he got up 
and went to his father.  "But while he was still a long way off, his father 
saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw 
his arms around him and kissed him. 21 "The son said to him, 'Father, I 
have sinned against heaven and against you.  I am no longer worthy to 
be called your son.' 22 "But the father said to his servants, 'Quick!  Bring 
the best robe and put it on him.  Put a ring on his finger and sandals on 
his feet. 23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it.  Let's have a feast and 
celebrate. 24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was 
lost and is found.'  So they began to celebrate. NIV 

 
The father could have sent a servant or two to search out his son and to see 
how he was doing.  He could have rescued him from the painful consequences 
of his choices.  In his wisdom, the father knew that his son needed to learn 
some things the hard way.  The results of this pain were gratitude, restoration 
of relationship and maturity. 
 
James A. Garfield (20th President of the United States) observed, "The truth will 
set you free, but first it will make you miserable." 
 
That there is "life outside of football" may be a necessary reminder for some 
sports fans and couch potatoes.  When the champions raise the Grey Cup or 
the Super Bowl, some may wonder what they will do until the next season 
begins. 
 



But the line is actually from Tony Dungy, former head coach of the 
Indianapolis Colts.  It wasn't spoken after they defeated the Chicago Bears to 
win the Super Bowl on February 4th, 2007 but just after his son James 
committed suicide 13 months before.  In a speech he made shortly after that 
tragedy, Dungy talked about all three of his sons.  He spoke first of his middle 
son, Eric, and said his competitive nature is so focused on athletics that "it's 
almost a problem."  Then he turned to his youngest son, Jordan, whose rare 
congenital (inborn) condition makes him insensitive to pain.  "That sounds like 
it's good at the beginning, but I promise you it's not," said Coach Dungy.  
"We've learned some hurts are really necessary for kids.  Pain is necessary for 
kids to find out the difference between what's good and what's harmful."  
“Cookies are good," the coach explained, "but - in Jordan's mind - if they're 
good out on the plate, they're even better in the oven.  He will go right in the 
oven when my wife's not looking, reach in, take the rack out, take the pan out, 
burn his hands - then eat the cookies and burn his tongue and never feel it." 
 
"Pain sometimes lets us know we have a condition that needs to be healed," 
Dungy said.  "Pain inside sometimes lets us know that spiritually we're not 
quite right, and we need to be healed.  And that God will send that healing 
agent right to the spot.  Sometimes pain is the only way that will turn us as 
kids back to the Father."  The authentic love of God carries us through! 
 
Only then did Coach Dungy speak of his oldest son, James, who took his life 
three days before Christmas 2005.  He spoke of his family's pain.  He talked 
about lessons they were learning from it.  He and his wife have since joined an 
organization dedicated to preventing teen suicide.  (From “The Importance of 
Pain” from Rubel Shelly's "FAX of Life" printed each Tuesday) 
 
A funeral director told me that more people are opting out of having a memorial 
service or funeral service.  There was an ad for pre-planned funeral services 
running on the radio that featured a man who wants no one to cry at his 
funeral – unless there are tears of laughter over jokes being told and memories 
being shared.  I get the distinct impression that our culture is growing more 
uncomfortable with the realities of death and its accompanying grief. 
 
Canadians are masters at medicating pain.  Alcohol, marijuana, drugs (over-
the-counter and street drugs) and sex are obvious ones that come to mind 
immediately.  However, we often use more subtle types.  Busyness medicates 
the pain of purposelessness.  Entertainment medicates the pain of boredom.  
Noise medicates the pain of loneliness.  Buying new items medicates the pain 
of aging. 
 
Paul carried a tremendous weight as he prayed and counselled young 
churches.  The church in the city of Corinth had its share of sin and resulting 
problems.  His first letter to the Corinthians was very blunt and painful as he 



addressed the sin they were tolerating.  He follows up his first letter with these 
words in 2 Corinthians 7:8-11: 

8 Even if I caused you sorrow by my letter, I do not regret it.  Though I 
did regret it - I see that my letter hurt you, but only for a little while - 9 
yet now I am happy, not because you were made sorry, but because your 
sorrow led you to repentance.  For you became sorrowful as God 
intended and so were not harmed in any way by us. 10 Godly sorrow 
brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret, but 
worldly sorrow brings death. 11 See what this godly sorrow has produced 
in you:  what earnestness, what eagerness to clear yourselves, what 
indignation, what alarm, what longing, what concern, what readiness to 
see justice done. NIV 

 
Pain, conviction and repentance are not talked about much amongst Christians 
today.  Happiness, tolerance and recovery certainly receive more press. 
 
What pain are you experiencing today?  Are you in pain because of a sinful 
choice?  If yes, the Lord is asking you to confess your sin, to ask Him and the 
ones affected by your sin to forgive you and to turn from your sin.  Are you in 
pain through no fault of your own?  If yes, what are you learning from the 
experience? 
 
God is keenly interested in our maturity and He uses these to grow us: 
Pain 
and 
People 
 

 
 
You don’t often hear leaders and teachers invite others to follow their example.  
In a time when accountability is avoided this invitation of Paul to the 
Corinthians seems so strange in 1 Corinthians 11:1:  "Follow my example, as I 
follow the example of Christ." NIV 
 
Paul says it this way in Philippians 4:9: 

Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me 
— put it into practice.  And the God of peace will be with you. NIV 

 
Benjamin Franklin advised, “Learn of the skilful; he that teaches himself, has a 
fool for his master.” 



 
I enjoy good books, articles, videos, audio messages, conferences and seminars 
but there is no substitute for leading, learning and mentoring through real live 
examples.  As the family continues to break down and electronic forms of 
communication replace face-to-face interaction the importance of community 
becomes even more valuable and important. 
 
Here are some more profound definitions to ponder … 
 
Mosquito:  An insect that makes you like flies better. 
Raisin:  Grape with a sunburn. 
Secret:  Something you tell to one person at a time. 
Skeleton:  A bunch of bones with the person scraped off. 
Toothache:  The pain that drives you to extraction. 
Tomorrow:  One of the greatest labour saving devices of today. 
Yawn:  An honest opinion openly expressed. 
Wrinkles:  Something other people have.  You have character lines. 
Cannibal:  Someone who is fed up with people. 
 
These words of instruction to the early church in Hebrews 10:23-25 apply to us 
today: 

23 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised 
is faithful. 24 And let us consider how we may spur one another on 
toward love and good deeds. 25 Let us not give up meeting together, as 
some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another — and 
all the more as you see the Day approaching. NIV 

 
“Mom, can I go skiing with Jan and her family next Sunday?” asked Amy.  She 
hurried on as she saw her mother begin to shake her head.  “Jan and her 
family go skiing almost every weekend, but they worship God just as well as we 
do.  Jan told me they feel God’s presence in nature – in the snow and the hills 
and everything.” 
 
“That sounds good,” Mother said, “but I wonder how much you’d even think 
about God if you were skiing instead of being a part of a church meeting.”  
What Jan’s family do is up to them, but you’re our responsibility, and Dad and 
I don’t think it’s right for us to regularly skip church gatherings in favour of 
skiing.” 
 
Amy knew it was useless to argue. 
 
Show picture of burning coals … 
 



 
 
That evening Dad added a log to the fire in the fireplace and stirred it with a 
poker.  Suddenly, with a loud crack, a small ember flew out onto the hearth.  
Amy jumped and then laughed as she watched it glow for a few minutes before 
slowly fading and turning black. 
 
“Did that scare you?” asked Dad. 
 
“For a minute,” said Amy, grinning.  “It sure didn’t burn long when it got 
separated from the rest of the logs, did it?” 
 
“No, it didn’t,” answered Mother thoughtfully.  “Amy, does Jan still come to 
Bible club?” 
 
“Not the last few weeks,” answered Amy. 
 
“And what about junior choir?” Amy shook her head.  “Any of the church youth 
activities?” 
 
Again, Amy shook her head.  “Why?” 
 
“I was just thinking,” said Mother, “that the ember that fell from the fireplace is 
a good illustration of what can happen to God’s children when they no longer 
meet with God’s people.  That ember was giving light and warmth with the 
others, but all by itself, it soon grew cold.  And God’s people, united in 
fellowship, worship, and prayer, are like the glowing coals.  They give and 
receive strength for everyday living.  But, all alone, they often grow cold, too.” 
 
Slowly Amy nodded her head.  “I’ll see if I can get Jan to come back to Bible 
club,” she decided.  “It will be a step in the right direction.”  (Adapted from page 
49 of “The One Year Book of Family Devotions”) 
 
Church life is not meant to consume all of our weekly schedules, but getting 
together with fellow followers of Christ should be a priority.  Beware of excuses, 
our own laziness and the enemy’s strategy to lure us away to other pursuits. 
 
If we don’t get close to other followers of Jesus how are we going to live out 
Proverbs 27:17, “As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another.” NIV 
 



Does your weekly schedule include meaningful interaction with people – 
particularly people that will encourage and challenge you to follow Jesus? 
 
It is no coincidence that we avoid getting too close to people and pain – the very 
things that the Lord uses to grow us. 
 
God is keenly interested in our maturity and He uses pain and people to grow 
us. 
 

 
 


