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Theme:  Eternal greatness comes through association with the Master. 
 
Text:  Luke 6:12-16 
 
Here’s a thought:  Jesus sees us not only as we are, but as we can be. 
 
Partnership with God ought to give us the same sense of confidence as the boy 
had who was selling five-cent pencils door-to-door to raise money for a 
100-million-dollar hospital for the community.  One day a woman opened the 
door, and he said, "Ma'am, would you buy one or two pencils from me?  I'm 
going to help build a 100-million-dollar hospital for our community." 
 
She said, "Sonny, that's a mighty big goal for just one kid selling pencils for a 
nickel." 
 
He said, "Oh, Ma'am, it's not me alone.  See that boy across the street?  He's 
my partner.  He's helping.  We're really doing it together." 
 
This little boy had great faith in a partner who was probably his equal.  Should 
we not have this kind of confidence in a God who is unequalled, a God who is 
in partnership with us and who can make our lives fruitful? 
 
In the Gospel of Luke 6:12-16 we read of such a partnership: 
 12 One of those days Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray, and 

spent the night praying to God. 13 When morning came, he called his 
disciples to him and chose twelve of them, whom he also designated 
apostles: 14 Simon (whom he named Peter), his brother Andrew, James, 
John, Philip, Bartholomew, 15 Matthew, Thomas, James son of 
Alphaeus, Simon who was called the Zealot, 16 Judas son of James, and 
Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor. NIV 

 
Here in this passage we are reminded of our opportunity for eternal greatness. 
 
When these two get together they form an unbeatable combination: 
The Extraordinary God 



 

and 
Ordinary People 
 
The Extraordinary God (Luke 6:12-13) 
 

 
 
The growing opposition of the religious leaders brought Jesus' ministry to a 
critical point.  As His popularity with the people grew, the leaders' hatred 
became more intense.  At first, they raised questions about His teaching; then 
they began to challenge Him openly; now they were plotting to kill Him.  He 
knew this opposition would not stop until His teaching stopped - either by His 
withdrawing from the public scene or by His death at their hands. 
 
He would not abandon His work so the other option - the cross - cast its 
ominous shadow across His ministry.  He began to take steps that would 
ensure the continuation of His work after His death.  His method of doing this 
was to draw around Him a group of men whom He could train for this task. 
 
These men were chosen only after Jesus had spent the night in prayer.  Jesus 
had withdrawn from His disciples, the crowd and His enemies and had gone 
out alone to pray.  While Luke does not tell us specifically that He prayed about 
the matter of choosing the twelve, it is certainly a safe assumption that He did. 
 
We may ask why the Son of God found it necessary to pray to the Heavenly 
Father.  If He is divine, one with the Father, why was such communication 
necessary?  In our limited understanding there is no adequate answer to this.  
We can only conclude that the answer to this question is hidden in the mystery 
of the Son of God becoming flesh.  But the fact that Jesus prayed emphasizes 
that He was human as well as divine. 
 
You may or may not have a high view of prayer.  A boat was sinking.  The 
captain called out, "Does anyone here know how to pray?" 
 
"I do," replied a voice in the rear. 
 
"Okay, you pray while the rest of us put on life jackets.  We're short one!" 
 
By Jesus praying before the choosing of the twelve He demonstrates for us how 
crucial it was that God's will be followed as the future of the church hung in 



 

the balance.  The extraordinary God had to direct this process of selection! 
 
Even though we do not have all the theological answers as to why Jesus 
prayed, we can learn from His example.  Prayer was a way of life for Him.  
Every major decision He made was preceded by prayer and every action bathed 
in prayer.  If the Son of God found it necessary to pray so frequently and so 
fervently, then we ought to feel an even greater need.  How many of our 
decisions would be made more wisely if we would pray more earnestly before 
we make them?  How many mistakes might be avoided, how many successes 
attained?  How much would our sorrows be reduced? 
 
We read in 1 Samuel 10:1, 6-7 that about 1100 years before Christ the prophet 
Samuel talked with an ordinary man about the call from the extraordinary 
God: 
 1 Then Samuel took a flask of oil and poured it on Saul's head and 

kissed him, saying, "Has not the LORD anointed you leader over his 
inheritance [the people of Israel]? … 6 The Spirit of the LORD will come 
upon you in power, and you will prophesy with them; and you will be 
changed into a different person. 7 Once these signs are fulfilled, do 
whatever your hand finds to do, for God is with you. NIV 

 
Saul had some impressive physical characteristics but until he had this 
encounter with the Almighty God he was destined to live a rather ordinary life.  
His destiny was radically changed as a result. 
 
I find that when I lose my focus on who is my source of power and provision I 
quickly lose my faith, vision and confidence.  I start to look at my 
circumstances and get discouraged and frustrated.  He has a way of calling me 
back to focus not on my own weaknesses but on His strength. 
 
Our extraordinary God is able to do great things through us!  He is well able to 
make us a powerful influence in this city and in other parts of the world! 
 
When these two get together they form an unbeatable combination: 
The Extraordinary God 
and 
Ordinary People (Luke 6:14-16) 
 

 
 



 

After spending the night in prayer, Jesus returned to His disciples.  From 
among these disciples He chose twelve who would serve closely with Him for 
the remainder of His ministry.  Because of this new relationship they were 
given a new designation - apostle.  In the original language of the New 
Testament, Greek, this term means "one who is sent."  This was an especially 
appropriate designation for them, for they would be sent on a special teaching 
and preaching mission.  Later they would be sent on an even greater mission - 
to carry the good news about Jesus Christ to the whole world. 
 
Of the twelve whom Jesus chose, not one was really outstanding before coming 
to the Lord.  They were, by human standards, rather ordinary.  Whatever 
greatness they showed later came as a result of their association with the 
Master.  With the exception of Judas, all of the men were from Galilee.  Several 
were fishermen, a profession not usually given a very high social status.  
Matthew was a tax collector and probably a man of above modest means.  At 
the same time, men of his profession were generally despised both because 
they extorted money from the people and because they collaborated with the 
despised Romans.  At the opposite end of the political spectrum was Simon the 
Zealot, who belonged to a political party dedicated to the overthrow of the 
Romans. 
 
Each time the twelve are listed in the Gospels and Acts the names are 
presented in groups of four.  In the first quartet Luke names Simon, his 
brother Andrew, James, and John.  These men were all fishermen and hailed 
from Bethsaida, a village on the Sea of Galilee.  We are also told that Jesus 
gave Simon the name Peter (Cephas in Aramaic), which means Stone.  This 
name was to stick with him the rest of his life, a tribute to the steadfastness 
that he later developed.  Mark notes that Jesus called James and John 
Boanerges, which means "sons of thunder."  They received this title because of 
their fiery personalities. 
 
Philip heads the second group of four.  Like Andrew, he had a Greek name.  
Other than that, we know little about him.  The name Bartholomew means "son 
of Tolmai."  His given name probably was Nathanael.  Matthew also bears the 
name Levi.  Thomas was called Didymus, which means Twin. 
 
In each list of the Apostles in the Gospels and Acts the third group is headed 
by James the son of Alphaeus, so called to distinguish him from James the son 
of Zebedee, who is listed in the first group.  Each list also has Simon the 
Zealot. 
 
The last apostle named in all of the lists is Judas Iscariot.  Luke identifies him 
as the one who became a traitor.  His name Iscariot may be interpreted as 
"man of Kerioth."  It is generally believed that Judas came from Kerioth, a town 
in southern Judah.  Probably the other eleven were all from Galilee. 
 



 

The choice of Judas raises some questions.  Was he an honest disciple when 
Jesus chose him?  Did Jesus know he was a traitor when He chose Judas?  
There are hints dropped throughout the story of Jesus' life with His disciples 
that Judas was corrupt - He was betraying the trust put in him as the group's 
treasurer by dipping into the funds.  He tried to hoard funds for the treasury so 
he could have all the more to skim.  Jesus did eventually reveal that He knew 
who it was that would betray Him, but we do not know when He realized this.  I 
speculate that Jesus extended to Judas the benefit of the doubt, the 
opportunity to change his ways.  This is a practice I have adopted in my work 
as a pastor.  You might say I extend to everyone who comes into the church a 
little bit of rope.  I will be slow to accept a person into church leadership, but I 
will give them opportunities to show themselves faithful in little jobs.  If they 
pull on the rope, I will give them more.  If they “hang themselves” with the rope 
by proving themselves unfaithful, that will be their own doing.  Time reveals 
people’s hearts and motivations. 
 
Let's return to the up and coming first king of Israel, Saul, in 1 Samuel 10.  We 
find in verse 20 Samuel narrowing down the candidates for the kingship while 
the people of Israel looked on: 
 20 When Samuel brought all the tribes of Israel near, the tribe of 

Benjamin was chosen. 21 Then he brought forward the tribe of 
Benjamin, clan by clan, and Matri's clan was chosen.  Finally Saul son of 
Kish was chosen.  But when they looked for him, he was not to be found. 
22 So they inquired further of the LORD, "Has the man come here yet?"  
And the LORD said, "Yes, he has hidden himself among the baggage." 
NIV 

 
Here are the first signs of Saul's insecurity.  In his own eyes Saul failed to 
realize the association He had entered into with the Master.  By this 
association He had been transformed from a man with a rather ordinary fate 
into a man who would become the first king of Israel! 
 
The choosing of the twelve apostles marks the beginning of another phase in 
Jesus' ministry.  They would soon be given new responsibilities in preaching 
and teaching.  More importantly, they would be prepared to continue that 
teaching when Jesus returned to His Heavenly home.  Perhaps the most 
important lesson we can draw from all of this is that the advance of Christ's 
kingdom does not depend upon a few brilliant geniuses or exceptionally gifted 
celebrities.  Christ showed us that ordinary people with rather ordinary talents 
can accomplish great things if they make an extraordinary commitment. 
 
When a sudden storm blew up at sea, a young woman, leaning against the 
ship's rail, lost her balance and was thrown overboard.  Immediately another 
figure plunged into the waves beside her and held her up until a lifeboat 
rescued them.  To everyone's astonishment the hero was the oldest man on the 
voyage - a man in his eighties. 



 

 
That evening he was given a party in honour of his bravery.  "Speech!  Speech!" 
the other passengers cried. 
 
The old gentleman rose slowly and looked around at the enthusiastic gathering.  
"There's just one thing I'd like to know," he said grumpily.  "Who pushed me?" 
 
In a sense, Jesus pushed these men into greatness by designating them 
apostles.  When Jesus later decided to change Simon's name to Peter, it 
demonstrated how Jesus looks at people.  He does not only see what a person 
is; He also sees what a person can become.  He sees not only the actualities in 
a person; He also sees the possibilities.  Jesus looked at Peter and saw in him 
not only a Galilean fisherman but one who could become a pillar in His church.  
Jesus sees us not only as we are, but as we can be.  He says, "Give your life to 
me, and I will remake you and use you." 
 
Someone came upon Michelangelo chipping away with his chisel at a huge 
shapeless piece of rock.  He asked the sculptor what he was doing.  "I am 
releasing the angel imprisoned in this marble," he answered.  Jesus is the one 
who sees and can release the hidden hero in every person. 
 
In this room is an extraordinary God with a collection of rather ordinary people.  
We all have weaknesses, we all have fears and we all have failed. 
 
When I was growing up I secretly dreamed that one day I would be Prime 
Minister of Canada.  I no longer aspire to this lofty goal, but I have not given up 
on the idea of making a difference.  I want my life to count!  I want to achieve 
greatness in God's eyes (not necessarily in people’s eyes) and in light of 
eternity!  Will you join me? 
 
I invite you to dedicate yourself to following Jesus Christ, to join us in 
influencing others with the message and love of Christ and to come to know 
beyond a shadow of a doubt what it is He wants you to do in this mission.  As 
you unite with the Lord and cooperate with His people you will find yourself 
doing mighty exploits - accomplishing tasks, going to places and touching 
people that you would not have otherwise dreamed! 
 
When these two get together they form an unbeatable combination: 
The Extraordinary God 
and 
Ordinary People 
 
Eternal greatness comes through association with the Master. 
 



 

 
 


