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- Came to know the Lord as a child 
 
- Entered adulthood with some very significant holes in my understanding of God and 
Christianity. 
 
- Then something happened that really began for me the change from faith as a concept 
to an actually, real, exciting, journey of experiencing God. I am so thankful for this 
because I think that with the path that I was on I would have carried on being a nominal 
Christian and would have completely missed out on really knowing the heart of God in 
some areas and walking in the reality of His love and life.  
 
- So, in a matter of a few weeks I found myself in a province that I hated, in a city that I 
had never been in before, in a school that I had only just found out about. And for me 
that was one of the first steps of obedience that radically changed the course of my life.  
 
Problem – fear of obedience - 
Negative impression 
 
Fear of the cost, fear of failing, apathy, rebellion – basically there was a lack of trust in 
the character of God. Twice now in the last two days I have read or heard it said that 
when we know God we love him more and we love the things that He loves.  
1 John – 3 John  
 
- God's love language is obedience – 
Tyrone Daniels  
 
Well, I think that God loves obedience because He knows how powerful it is in our lives. 
 
Obedience is better than Sacrifice 
 
A few months ago, I wrote in my journal that God was teaching me that He desired 
obedience rather than sacrifice. I really wondered about this, because obedience 
involves sacrifice at its core. But then I realized that the major difference is the heart. 
We can get into a routine of what is expected of us, showing up, putting in time, but our 
hearts can be completely disengaged. 
 
Obedience is made up of big and little steps. Sometimes it seems easy to respond to 
the big things in our lives, but it is really only in the little things that we are able to face 
the big ones. 
 



For months now, I feel like the story of Abraham kind of haunts me. In a good way. It is 
always there on the back of my mind. 
 
Read Gen. 22:1-18 
 
First of all, this is not the first time radical obedience is required of him (left his home 
and in actuality This first act of obedience was the completion of an unfinished act of His 
forefathers.) 
 
Moment of Decision (The hinge) 
 
Obedience is often a hinge (God will often take us back to the very issue over the lack 
of disobedience ie Michael and baptism) (How gracious God is) 
 
 • Intro Jonah - Have people tell me about Jonah  
Jonah 1:1 Now the word of the LORD came to Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, 
 
 • 2 "Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry out against it; for their 
wickedness has come up before Me." 
 
-  So similar in how God spoke to Abraham, Voice of God spoke to him. 
 
 • Into the story of going to Zambia - give background 
 •   
 • Was starting to get a sense that I would be going back and to be honest I 
was getting fearful of it. So, I had to go before the Lord and lay it out with him and then 
something supernatural happened. He took all the fear away. Not long after I was 
talking to my Pastor and I asked him when he wanted me to go. He said December and 
as he said it in my heart I could hear God’s voice speaking to me like he did to Abraham 
and Jonah and it was like, Arise, go, now is the time. And I knew. 
 
 • Journey involved (cost) 
 •    
 • Decision, we respond and always there is a journey involved (Abraham 
towards the mountain, or Jonah, towards the sea and the storm) 
 •    
 • This can often be the hardest part. 
 •  
 • Sometimes feels like a onetime thing, but Cost as we walk it out. 
 
There is always a cost. For disobedience too. Jonah paid a fare to get on a ship that 
took him into a storm. 
  
 • Me and Zambia; no one is forcing you to go Kathryn,  



 •   
 • Our expectations – can't try to determine the outcome or the cost – example 
2015 stayed  
 •   
 • If I choose to stay when God said go, it would miss out on experiencing His 
presence.  Not that He would not be here with us or that he would not love me anymore, 
but I truly believe that I would miss out on experiencing His presence  
 • Give background on this recent time  
 
The provision (the ram) 
 
 • for me it was experiencing the grace I need to walk out this decision 
 
Obedience becomes a vehicle to experiencing God.  
 • For Abraham - First time that God reveals himself as Jehovah – Jireh the 
God who provides. 
 •   
 • For me it is experiencing a real and living God 
 •  
 • There were moments in this process of going to Zambia that I felt very alone. 
Not because people didn’t understand or care, but because this is something that no 
one can do for me. Something that I have to walk out. But in the midst of it experience 
again the God who says I am with you. I will never leave or forsake you. I am the God 
who sees. 
 
Renews promise (Blessing) 
 • v. 17-18 With Abraham, will bless all nations through him 
 • For 10 years God has been with me. He is still with me 
 • God as my Jehovah Jireh  
 • Jesus. Rom 5:19 even so through the obedience of the One the many will be 
made righteous. We are living in the blessing of that. 
 
 • Rewards   
 • In Deuteronomy it talks about the rewards for obedience   
Hearing God’s voice more clearly 
Going deeper 
Increased faith – A year ago I prayed a dangerous prayer. I asked God to increase my 
faith. Then I spent a good portion of the year learning about 
obedience. 
 
Joy - who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, 
Experiencing the God  
Through that getting to know Him 
Identity  



 
- I was asking God why the story of 
Abraham is so important to me and do you know what the answer is 
(James 2:23 "AND ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS RECKONED TO 
HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS," and he was called the friend of God.) 
 
I want to be known as a friend of God. A friend is someone you love. I want to know 
Him. I want His life to be reflected in me.  
 
This is one of the things that Jesus came to accomplish on the cross. He told the 
disciples that no longer are we servants but friends. (John 15:15 – being in the vine, no 
of my favorite verses in the whole bible) I think that is why I started out with the stories 
that I did.  
 
For me, one of the most exciting parts of walking by faith is making the transition from 
servant of God, and child of God (which are all good and have their place and role) to 
friend of God. 
 
 • Story of the two sons (Matt 21:28-31) 
-  Story of the Chinese bamboo – obedience is the key 
 
 
 


