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Theme:  Christ's resurrection demonstrates the sufficiency of His death. 
 
Text:  1 Corinthians 15:12-22 
 
Here’s a thought:  Salvation is moving from living death to deathless life. 
 
It was one family's custom to have a sing-along while travelling by car.  It 
helped keep the boys out of trouble and in a good mood.  On one trip the oldest 
brother asked if they could sing the "Gravy Song." 
 
"What's that?" the rest asked.  "Teach it to us." 
 
With all innocence the boy began singing the Easter hymn, "Up from the gravy 
arose." 
 
Today, on Easter Sunday, we celebrate the resurrection of the Lord Jesus!  
Christ's resurrection demonstrates the sufficiency of His death. 
 
The blood of Jesus covers all our sin and satisfies the Father.  The death of 
Jesus is what enables us to walk with God, because it's the death of Jesus that 
forgives us, cleanses us and lifts the curse and condemnation of all our sins off 
of us. 
 
What more could the resurrection of Jesus add to that?  What more does the 
Resurrection do if the death of Jesus so wonderfully, sufficiently, fully covers 
our sins and brings us into a relationship with God?  The Apostle Paul answers 
this in 1 Corinthians 15:12-22: 
 12 But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how 

can some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 If there 
is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. 14 
And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your 
faith. 15 More than that, we are then found to be false witnesses about 
God, for we have testified about God that he raised Christ from the dead.  
But he did not raise him if in fact the dead are not raised. 16 For if the 
dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either. 17 And if 
Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your 

sins. 18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. 19 If 



only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all 
men. 20 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits 
of those who have fallen asleep. 21 For since death came through a man, 
the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. 22 For as in 
Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. NIV 

 
What does Paul mean in verse 17, “If Christ has not been raised you are still in 
your sins”?  To be in your sins is to be under condemnation, to be oppressed 
by guilt.  It's to have no future and no hope.  If Christ has not been raised, it 
doesn't matter what Christ did.  You are still in your sins. 
 
The resurrection message this morning is intended to be God's thunderclap of 
an "amen" to His death.  It's a big exclamation mark on the sentence of Jesus' 
redeeming life and death.  God said "Amen," and the amen reverberated into 
that tomb and brought Jesus out of the grave. 
 
The point of Easter is that Jesus has been raised from the dead, therefore 
everything He accomplished on the cross is successful.  It is totally sufficient, 
and you are no longer in your sins.  You are united to Him and there is a 
future of everlasting joy. 
 

Further Evidence 
 

 
 
Let’s explore further evidence.  Hebrews 13:20 links Christ's blood with His 
resurrection: 
 May the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant 

brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the 
sheep … NIV 

 
Jesus died in order that He might be raised.  God brought Him up from the 
dead through His blood.  What does this mean?  We know from the Book of 
Hebrews that Jesus did not need to die in order for His sins to be covered, 
because He had no sin.  The Book of Hebrews says five times that He was 
without sin, that He was a perfect priest, or sacrifice.  So, when it says He was 
raised from the dead through the blood of the eternal covenant that He had 
shed three days earlier, it doesn't mean He was made right before the sinless 
Heavenly Father by His own blood.  What does it mean? 
 
It means this:  His blood, when He shed it for His people, was so completely all-
sufficient to do everything that God designed it to do in bringing us into a 



righteous relationship with God, that now He rewards that shedding of blood.  
He rewards that death and that sacrifice by bringing our Good Shepherd out of 
the grave, so that He has the privilege now this morning of moving amongst us 
by His Spirit to apply what He purchased when He died. 
 
The originator of a new religion came to the great French diplomat-statesman 
Charles Maurice de Talleyrand-Perigord (1754-1838) and complained that he 
could not make any converts.  "What would you suggest I do?" he asked. 
 
"I should recommend," replied Talleyrand, "that you get yourself crucified, and 
then die, but be sure to rise again the third day."  Christianity stands on the 
resurrection. 
 
Virtually all scholars who deal with the resurrection, whatever their school of 
thought, assent to these three truths (www.desiringgod.org/articles/historical-
evidence-for-the-resurrection): 
1. The tomb in which Jesus was buried was discovered empty by a group of 

women on the Sunday following the crucifixion. 
2. Jesus' disciples had real experiences with one whom they believed was the 

risen Christ. 
3. As a result of the preaching of these disciples, which had the resurrection 

at its centre, the Christian church was established and grew. 
 
He was raised from the dead through His blood in that His blood so fully 
accomplished the covenant purposes of God that God looked down on it and 
said, "Yes, Amen, Son.  You did it.  It is finished."  And to reward the fullness 
and the sufficiency of His work for us - He raised Him from the dead. 
 

Resurrection Reward 
 

 
 
There is a resurrection reward.  God raised His Son because of His suffering 
and death.  The Father was watching.  He had a covenant with His Son.  He 
had an agreement with His Son:  "You go.  Pay the price for my people.  Bear 
my wrath.  Bear the curse that in my law I have pronounced upon sin.  You go 
and do it.  And if you do it, I will raise you from the dead." 
 
The Son suffered and died while the Father watched.  With tears, great wrath, 
great love and great joy all mixed together in those awesome days, God said 
"Amen.  It is finished."  He raised Him from the dead because of His suffering 
on Good Friday. 

http://www.desiringgod.org/articles/historical-evidence-for-the-resurrection
http://www.desiringgod.org/articles/historical-evidence-for-the-resurrection


 
The teacher asked her class, "Who can tell us something about Good Friday?" 
 
One of the students answered, "He was the fellow who helped Robinson 
Crusoe." 
 
If you came this morning so laden down with sin that you wonder if Easter has 
anything to do with you, listen hard.  Hebrews 10:12-14 is full of hope for 
sinners: 
 12 But when this priest had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, he 

sat down at the right hand of God. 13 Since that time he waits for his 
enemies to be made his footstool, 14 because by one sacrifice he has 
made perfect forever those who are being made holy. NIV 

 
Jesus Christ sat down because He was raised.  He sat down at the right hand 
of God because by one offering, He perfected for all time those who are being 
sanctified, or purified. 
 
Do you see the point of the resurrection and the exaltation and the reign of 
Christ?  Jesus paid the cost on the cross to get to the reward of the 
resurrection.  His offering on our behalf was accepted so we could enter into 
the presence of the holy, sinless God.  He paid the price so we could enjoy the 
benefits! 
 
The life of Jesus reigning at the Father's right hand, ruling over the world, 
ready to come in glory, interceding for the saints is all about the greatness, the 
glory, the sufficiency, the perfection of what happened on Good Friday. 
 
This is why He was raised:  "when this priest had offered for all time one 
sacrifice for sins."  Let this sink in because there are many traditions that 
think you have to do that offering over and over; you must have a sacrifice over 
and over.  Hebrews underlines "one offering," that happened one afternoon on 
the cross.  That is all that was needed.  By one offering He has perfected - not 
improved a little bit - perfected for all time those who are being sanctified. 
 
What do you do to try to add to that offering, to gain right standing with God?  
Do you go to church meetings?  Read your Bible?  Pray?  Do good works?  Give 
to charity?  As beneficial as these activities are, they cannot add anything to 
the finished work of the cross and the empty grave of Jesus Christ. 
 

The Perfect Paradox 
 



 
 
It's such a paradox.  If you are one of those who are imperfectly making your 
way, stumbling to heaven, you by one offering have been perfected for all time. 
 
Speaking of stumbling, once the lady principal in a high school announced 
sternly in assembly, "The superintendent and I have decided to stop necking on 
the school grounds." 
 
Realizing what she had said, she tried to make amends and added, "No!  What I 
mean is, all this kissing going on under my nose has got to stop!" 
 
Easter is about Jesus perfecting imperfect people.  When He raised Jesus from 
the dead, it was God's declaration, "Amen.  Once is enough.  They are 
perfected.  It will last forever, Son.  Come on out, and you can now apply it to 
them this morning."  The risen Christ is here in this room to do just that. 
 
The Apostle Paul reasons in 1 Corinthians 15:17, "If Christ has not been 
raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins."  But Paul says in verse 
20, "He has been raised."  He needs to be raised because it demonstrates the 
sufficiency of the death of His son. 
 
How do I know He was raised?  1 Corinthians 15:5-8 provides the answer: 
 5 … he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve. 6 After that, he 

appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at the same time, 
most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he 
appeared to James, then to all the apostles, 8 and last of all he appeared 
to me also, as to one abnormally born. NIV 

 
He has been raised from the dead.  We are not still in our sins.  We are not 
unforgiven.  We are forgiven! 
 
While in an art gallery a man gazed intently at a picture of Christ hanging 
lifelessly on the cross.  Tears trickled down the man's cheeks as he 
contemplated the pain Jesus suffered when the nails were driven into His 
hands and feet.  In a moment a little boy stood at the man's side.  Looking 
down, the tearful man asked, "Do you know who that is in the picture?" 
 
"Why, sure," the boy replied, "That's Jesus.  He died for our sins.  I learned that 
in Sunday school." 
 
A short time later the man walked away from the picture.  He hadn't gone far 



when he felt a tug at his coat.  "Say, Mister," the boy exclaimed, "I wanted to 
tell you that you don't need to cry.  Jesus came alive again!" 
 
When the first Adam ate of the forbidden fruit he not only aligned himself with 
the rebellious serpent in the Garden of Eden, he welcomed sin, death and 
brokenness into our world.  Likewise, when we follow in Adam’s footsteps by 
going our own way we allow sin, death and brokenness to soak into us more 
deeply.  However, we can choose life rather than death by saying “yes” to the 
“second Adam’s” death offered on our behalf.  We can invite Christ and His life 
to live within us. 
 
Someone has explained, “Salvation is moving from living death to deathless 
life.” 
 
The resurrection of Jesus is an exclamation mark.  It's a triumphant shout out 
of heaven:  "It is finished.  He did it.  He covered you.  Your sins are forgiven, 
and you have all the blessings of the cross, including the blessing of being 
forgiven, and the double joy and blessing of being a forgiver of others!" 
 
Your role is to receive what He has done for you.  Eternal life is offered to those 
who say "Yes" to Jesus who died on the cross and rose from the grave.  Will you 
invite Him to be your Saviour and Master?  Abundant life is offered to you:  will 
you let Him change every part of your life by allowing Him to live in you and 
through you? 
 

Christ's resurrection demonstrates the sufficiency of His death. 
 

 
 


