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Theme:  Water baptism seals the covenant we make with Jesus Christ. 
 
Text:  Acts 2:38-41 
 
Here’s a thought:  To be baptized is to identify with the death, burial and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
 
The young son of a Baptist minister was in a church meeting one morning 
when he saw baptism by immersion for the first time.  He was greatly 
interested in it, and the next morning proceeded to baptize his three cats in the 
bathtub.  The first kitten bore it very well, and so did the other young cat, but 
the old family cat rebelled.  It struggled with him, clawed and tore him, and got 
away.  With considerable effort he caught it again and proceeded with the 
ceremony.  But she acted worse than ever, clawed at him, spit, and scratched 
his hands and face.  Finally, after barely getting her splattered with water, he 
dropped her on the floor in disgust and shouted, “Fine, be an atheist.” 
 
A preacher was pointing out to his listeners that they had grieved the heart of 
God.  He told them the story of how the Son of God was unjustly crucified.  The 
congregation was cut to the heart and cried out with the question, "What then 
shall we do to be saved, to make things right with God?" 
 
We enter the dialogue in Acts 2:38-41: 

38 Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name 
of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.  And you will receive the 
gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise is for you and your children and 
for all who are far off - for all whom the Lord our God will call." 40 With 
many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, "Save 
yourselves from this corrupt generation." 41 Those who accepted his 
message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their 
number that day. NIV 

 
The Bible outlines two steps in establishing a relationship with God: 

Repent 



Be baptized 
 

Repent 
 

 
 
To repent is to "change one's mind, be converted, to have another mind."  Such 
a change of mind involves the recognition that the previous opinion was false 
or bad.  It stresses the thought and the will portions of the mind.  It goes 
beyond our understanding of changing one's mind to a decision by the whole 
man to turn around.  It is clear that we are concerned neither with a purely 
outward turning nor with a merely intellectual change of ideas. 
 
A prophet known for calling people to repentance is John the Baptist.  For 400 
long years the prophets were silent in the Jewish nation.  John the Baptist 
then bursts onto the scene and announces (in Matthew 3:2), "Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is near."  He goes on to call for proof of a change in heart (in 
Matthew 3:8):  "Produce fruit in keeping with repentance." 
 
Jesus continued in this vein with His call (in Matthew 4:17), "Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is near."  Jesus portrayed repentance as more than 
obedience to the law but to a person.  Repentance becomes a call to 
relationship.  As God has turned to you, He calls you to turn to Him. 
 
Repentance means taking responsibility for your part in what was 
unacceptable behaviour and accepting responsibility for your part in what will 
be new behaviour. 
 
Repentance is not a matter of punishing yourself for past mistakes.  It is 
acknowledging the offense your ways have been to God and determining that 
you will no longer walk in those ways. 
 
A famous rabbi was walking with some of his disciples when one of them 
asked, "Rabbi, when should a man repent?" 
 
The rabbi calmly replied, "You should be sure you repent on the last day of 
your life." 
 
"But," protested several of his disciples, "we can never be sure which day will 
be the last day of our life." 
 



The famous rabbi smiled and explained, "The answer to that problem is very 
simple.  Repent now." 
 
Years ago, a small boy dialled "O" and asked the operator to call a number for 
him.  He didn't speak clearly, so she couldn't understand him.  After repeating 
it four times, he blurted out, "You operators are dumb," and slammed down the 
receiver.  Hearing this, his mother was shocked.  She called the operator and 
made the boy apologize.  Later, when his mother left the house, the lad got on 
the phone again.  "Is this the same operator I talked to a little while ago?" 
 
"Yes," came the reply. 
 
"Well," said the boy, "I still think you're dumb!"  
 
That boy's apology reminds me of a missing element in the lives of many 
people’s genuine repentance.  Facing up to sin is often forced on them by 
getting caught or by embarrassing circumstances.  But there's no change of 
mind, no new action, no new motivation. 
 
A Sunday School teacher once asked a class what was meant by the word 
"repentance."  A little boy put up his hand and answered, "It is being sorry for 
your sins."  A little girl also raised her hand and added, "It is being sorry 
enough to quit." 
 
This little girl displays spiritual insight.  She shows us that repentance involves 
remorse over offending the Holy One and resolving not to do it again.  Does this 
reduce repentance to a meaningless ritual much like the New Year's 
Resolution?  No - it begins with a deep aversion to sin, a hatred for doing what 
is wrong and for grieving the One you love.  It is followed through on by an 
ongoing walk in the Spirit.  You tap into the divine ability to conquer sin by 
meditating upon Scripture, by stilling yourself to hear His voice and by obeying 
the inner promptings He gives you.  He offers you the ability to be pure. 
 
The process of repentance and forgiveness is not a once-for-all-time event.  You 
must regularly walk in His light by reading the Bible and praying to fully 
understand what offends Him, then repenting for succumbing to the darkness. 
 
There is a rebuke and a promise in 1 John 1:8-9: 

8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not 
in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us 
our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. NIV 

 
Jesus Christ paid the price of His own body being broken and His own blood 
being shed to provide your spiritual freedom.  Are you walking in the freedom 
that comes with repentance?  Do you justify your words and actions to the 
Lord, to yourself, your loved ones and others around you? 
 
The Bible outlines two steps in establishing a relationship with God: 



Repent 
Be baptized 
 

 
 
Once you have repented and have turned from your sin, the Bible commands 
you to take the next step - to be water baptized.  Jesus Himself stressed the 
importance of water baptism when He commissioned His followers to baptize 
all those who dedicated their lives to Christ (see Matthew 28:19). 
 
To repent means to turn from your own selfish ambitions to follow Christ.  To 
be baptized is to say to the world that you are making a covenant with Him.  
Water baptism is more than a religious exercise.  For followers of Jesus, it is 
the outward expression of an inward commitment. 
 
To be baptized is to identify with the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ.  Baptism pictures the death of the believer to the old nature of sin, the 
burial of the old nature (going down into the water), and the resurrection of the 
new nature in the believer (coming up out of the water). 
 
Baptism is a figure of burial with Christ and your death to sin.  Through this 
you are announcing that you are no longer living to please the unholy trinity of 
me, myself and I. 
 
The Apostle Paul describes it this way in Romans 6:3-4: 

3 Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus 
were baptized into his death? 4 We were therefore buried with him 
through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from 
the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. NIV 

 
The word "baptism" means to "dip, envelope, immerse or completely cover." 
 
From the very definition of the word we understand that baptism speaks of 
immersion.  The Biblical references to baptism also indicate that immersion 
was involved. 
 
Jesus set the example for us in Mark 1:9-11: 

9 At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by 
John in the Jordan. 10 As Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw 
heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11 
And a voice came from heaven:  "You are my Son, whom I love; with you I 
am well pleased." NIV 



 
Baptism by immersion represents the burial of your old nature that has died 
through your conversion to Christ.  Unless the one who is baptizing holds the 
candidate under the water for an extended period of time, there is more ahead 
here on earth for the one who is baptized … 
 
It demonstrates the new life you have in Him, the beginning of a new life of 
following Jesus Christ.  When you come out of that water you are 
demonstrating in a tangible, visible way to those who are watching that you are 
rising from the death of your old ways to the life in your new ways. 
 
Let's discuss a couple questions commonly asked about baptism ... 
 
Is it necessary for you to be water baptized in order to be a Christian?  Some 
Christian church denominations (e.g. International Churches of Christ) believe 
in the doctrine of baptismal regeneration, which teaches that water baptism is 
necessary for salvation. 
 
Consider, however, Luke 23:39-43: 

39 One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: "Aren't 
you the Christ?  Save yourself and us!" 40 But the other criminal 
rebuked him.  "Don't you fear God," he said, "since you are under the 
same sentence? 41 We are punished justly, for we are getting what our 
deeds deserve.  But this man has done nothing wrong." 42 Then he said, 
"Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. " 43 Jesus 
answered him, "I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in 
paradise." NIV 

 
If baptism were necessary for salvation, Jesus would not have made such a 
promise to the thief that hung on the cross beside Him.  Water baptism is not a 
step to salvation, but a step of obedience.  www.christiananswers.net/q-
comfort/water-baptism.html provides a response to this question.  
www.gotquestions.org/baptism-John-3-5.html provides what I think is the best 
and most comprehensive response to this question. 
 
What does the Bible say about infant baptism?  Infant baptism is the practice 
of sprinkling babies which sets them apart for heaven.  We never find this 
practiced in the Bible, nor is there any reference to it.  The Scriptures speak of 
someone making a conscious decision to follow Christ prior to being baptized.  
An infant is not able to make such a decision. 
 
Children may be baptized, but I recommend that parents and/or other adults 
carefully instruct them about the purpose and value of this experience. 
 
I see the practice of child dedication as a suitable substitute for infant baptism.  
If there are parents here who would like to make such a public commitment to 
raise their child(ren) in obedience to the Lord please talk with me. 
 

http://www.christiananswers.net/q-comfort/water-baptism.html
http://www.christiananswers.net/q-comfort/water-baptism.html
http://www.gotquestions.org/baptism-John-3-5.html


If you have never been baptized and would like to be or would like more 
information, I invite you to let me know. 
 
Nik Ripken shares a story from Somalia in “Baptism:  The Point of No Return” 
(www.christianitytoday.com/edstetzer/2019/april/baptism-point-of-no-return-
story-somalia-persecution.html): 

Within Islamic settings, Muslims equate baptism with salvation.  Seekers 
from Islam investigating a relationship with Jesus Christ can explain 
away many of their activities. 
 
If they’re discovered reading the Bible, they can claim they are studying it 
in order to debate Christians more intelligently.  If they’re seen sneaking 
into a church building, they can excuse such behavior in the same way.  
If seen talking to a pastor or some Western Christian, seekers can 
suggest that they were simply observed witnessing, lifting up the 
attributes of Islam. 
 
But they can’t explain away baptism - there is no acceptable excuse. 
 
Muslims believe that at baptism, a person no longer belongs to Islam but 
to Christianity.  They have left one community and joined another.  The 
local community says that when converts are baptized, they have left 
Muhammad and joined with Jesus.  At baptism, persecution soars 
because identification with Jesus is real, irrevocable, and forever. 
 
Baptism is the point of no return. 

 
If you have been baptized I challenge you today - renew your vows to Christ.  
Consider the commitment you have made to Him:  Are you regularly expressing 
your love to Him?  Are you obeying Him?  Are you displaying this love for Him 
to others? 
 
The Bible outlines two steps in establishing a relationship with God: 

Repent 
Be baptized 
 
Water baptism seals the covenant we make with Jesus Christ. 
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