
 

"Both Sides of the Prince of Peace" 
Allan Pole on Sunday morning December 23rd, 2018 

 

 
 
Theme:  There is a price tag for godly relationships. 
 
Texts:  Luke 2:8-14 and Matthew 10:34-39 
 
Here’s a thought:  The call of Christ is not a call to comfort; it's a call to self-
denial and battle. 
 
Over the Christmas season we can hear Luke 2:8-14 frequently: 
 8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch 

over their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and 
the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But 
the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid.  I bring you good news of great 
joy that will be for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Saviour 
has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: 
 You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger." 13 
Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 
praising God and saying, 14 "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace to men on whom his favour rests." NIV 

 
The celebration of Christ's birth began to be recognized by Christians on 
December 25th early in the fourth century.  Since about that same time in 
history there has emerged an ever-widening gap between the Western Church 
and the Eastern Church.  It's noteworthy to observe the calendars for the two:  
the Eastern Church places a greater emphasis on Easter celebrations - 
remembering Christ's death and resurrection - while the Western Church 
places a greater emphasis on Christmas celebrations - remembering Christ's 
birth into humanity. 
 
Maybe it's just a coincidence that the baby in the manger is a lot less 
threatening than the Christ on the cross and the Christ resurrected.  However, 
I must admit that how our western society has come to view Christmas bothers 
me.  It's as if the baby in the manger represents peace on earth, goodness, 
virtue and a comfortable dose of religion. 
 
Jesus has come to bring: 



 

Peace 
 
Jesus has come to bring: 
Peace with God 
 

 
 
Many see God as their enemy, not as their friend.  Charles Spurgeon (1834-
1892) illustrated this tendency in his book, "All of Grace": 
 A minister went to the home of a poor woman to give her some money 

that she desperately needed.  When he knocked at her door, she did not 
answer.  He felt sure she was home, so he knocked again.  Still no 
response.  After more knocking, he left.  On Sunday, he saw her in their 
church meeting and said, "I called at your home last Friday.  I suppose 
you were not at home, for I knocked several times and you did not 
answer.  I had some money for you." 

 
 "What time were you there?" she asked. 
 
 "About noon," the minister replied. 
 
 "Oh dear," said the woman, "I heard you.  But I did not answer, I thought 

it was my landlord calling for the rent." 
 
God did not send His Son to condemn the world, but so that the world might 
be saved through Him.  We have been granted the opportunity for an intimate 
relationship with God Almighty.  This relationship is so close that we can, as a 
result, address Him as "Daddy". 
 
Psychologists tell us that the average child begins to talk between the ages of 
14 and 18 months.  Regardless of gender, one of the first words usually spoken 
at that age level is "Da-da-da-Daddy."  In first century Palestine, a little Jewish 
child of the same age would say "Ab-ab-ab-Abba," the Aramaic equivalent of 
"Daddy." 
 
No devout Jew would ever dream of addressing the Lord, the high and lofty 
One, with such childlike familiarity.  It would seem disrespectful.  Yet Jesus 
taught His disciples to pray, "Our Father."  German scholar Gerhard Kittel 
pointed out that even though the gospel writers used the Greek term for father, 
“pater”, Jesus probably used the Aramaic "Abba" in all cases, particularly when 



 

He addressed God.  This intimate father-child relationship to God was 
something entirely new to Judaism. 
 
Christ has bought for us, with His own blood, a new relationship of peace with 
God.  If anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ living in him, he is not of 
Christ and the wrath of God remains on him.  Are you in Christ?  Have you 
received Christ's sacrifice as payment for your wrongdoing? 
 
Jesus has come to bring: 
Peace with God 
Peace with Others 
 

 
 
Jesus has not called us to be argumentative and quarrelsome; He has called us 
to be at peace with others just as much as possible. 
 
A new choir member asked, "What is your position in the choir?" 
 
The gentle-mannered bass singer replied, "Neutral.  I don't side with either 
faction." 
 
All the world's major troubles can be reduced to one cause:  relationship 
breakdown.  Have you been struggling in your relationships with friends, 
family, fellow students, coworkers and neighbours?  The Lord wants to bring 
love and forgiveness where there has been bitterness and anger.  You need to 
ask Him and to commit yourself to learning from Him how to love others. 
 
Jesus has come to bring: 
Peace with God 
Peace with Others 
Peace with Ourselves 
 

 
 



 

The peace of the world is a shallow and superficial one.  The peace God gives to 
His children is much deeper.  It stems from the realization that through Christ 
we are accepted and loved by God as we are.  The peace that Christ came to 
give can enable you to accept yourself for who you are - created in the image of 
God and made His child through Jesus. 
 
The moment you invite Jesus Christ to live inside you, the Heavenly Father 
sees you in an entirely different way.  Where there were imperfections and 
blemishes He now sees the perfection of His Son.  God now sees Jesus when 
He looks at you. 
 
Christ came to bring peace with God, others and ourselves.  However - the 
peace that He gives - is this peace at any price?  Who decides the terms for 
peace? 
 
Jesus has come to bring: 
Peace 
and 
The Sword 
 

 
 
In Matthew 10:34-39 Jesus explains to the 12 disciples as He is about to send 
them out: 
 34 Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth.  I did not 

come to bring peace, but a sword. 35 For I have come to turn a man 
against his father, a daughter against her mother, a daughter-in-law 
against her mother-in-law - 36 a man's enemies will be the members of 
his own household. 37 Anyone who loves his father or mother more than 
me is not worthy of me; anyone who loves his son or daughter more than 
me is not worthy of me; 38 and anyone who does not take his cross and 
follow me is not worthy of me. 39 Whoever finds his life will lose it, and 
whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. NIV 

 
Jesus came as the Prince of Peace, and peace on earth and in heaven was and 
is His supreme goal.  But because of the variety of human responses to the 
Word of God, the immediate result is a sword or division.  Often there must be 
a conflict before peace is established.  Jesus has come to bring the sword. 
 
Jesus has come to bring: 



 

The Sword to Hindering Relationships (Matthew 10:35-37) 
 

 
 
The Lord warned us that sometimes it will be those closest to us who will try to 
hinder our progress in Him.  Sure, we are to be an influence on others, but 
when they influence us and hinder our relationship with the Lord and our 
spiritual growth - beware. 
 
One trouble with today's individualists is that they are getting harder and 
harder to tell apart. 
 
These people who try to hinder our progress as followers of Jesus may clearly 
be of the world (of the system opposed to Christ), they may be of the "religious" 
establishment (which may or may not be Christian in the Biblical sense), or 
they may even be genuine followers of Jesus (who are learning and growing 
too). 
 

 
 
In Australia's coat of arms there are two animals that have something in 
common:  the kangaroo and the emu.  Neither of these animals can move 
backward.  The emu has three toes on the front of each foot and would fall over 
if he tried to back up.  The kangaroo's long tail keeps him from backing up.  
The forward progression represented by these creatures is to depict the spirit of 
Australia.  They should also represent the spirit of a follower of Jesus! 
 
As we move forward, though, we're bound to meet with resistance.  Many 
family members and friends are supportive of me going on with God (for this I 
am thankful), but some are not.  Do you have friends and family members 
holding you back?  Don't let them!  It's not worth the trade-off. 
 
Jesus has come to bring: 
The Sword to Hindering Relationships 
The Sword to Ourselves (Matthew 10:38-39) 



 

 

 
 
The cross represents crucifixion.  We are called to take up this reminder of 
crucifixion of ourselves (our own selfish ambitions and desires) so that we 
might be free to follow Jesus.  Going on with Christ means we must sometimes 
do things we don't feel like doing:  we won't always feel like praying, reading the 
Bible, giving of our time, energy and money to others. 
 
Drifting snow and bitter cold threatened the lives of Indian evangelist Sadhu 
Sundar Singh (1889-1929) and his Tibetan companion as they crossed a 
Himalayan mountain pass.  Fighting the "sleep of death", they stumbled over a 
mound on the trail.  It was a man, half-dead.  The Tibetan refused to stop but 
continued on alone.  The compassionate Sadhu, however, shouldered the 
burden the best he could.  Through his struggling, he began to warm up, as 
did the unconscious man.  But before reaching the village they found the 
Tibetan - frozen to death. 
 
The call of Christ is not a call to comfort; it's a call to self-denial and battle.  
Sometimes the sword must come on relationships with those who stand 
between us and our heavenward calling.  Daily it must come on our own selfish 
wants.  We hear much of the message of peace in the month of December.  Let 
us not forget that there are two sides to the Prince of Peace. 
 
Jesus has come to bring: 
Peace 
and 
The Sword 
 
This Christmas Jesus is calling out an army to conquer evil and to enlist 
others.  Will you stand up and be counted or will you dodge the draft? 
 
There is a price tag for godly relationships. 
 

 


