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Theme:  Live with an expectancy to hear and see the Lord. 
 
Text:  Mark 6:1-6 
 
Here’s a thought:  Henri Nouwen concluded, "The Lord is coming, always 
coming.  When you have ears to hear and eyes to see, you will recognize him at 
any moment of your life.  Life is Advent; life is recognizing the coming of the 
Lord." 
 
I confess to you there are times when I wonder how God could use me to make 
much of a difference in this world.  Surely, He could find someone more 
talented, more dynamic and more intelligent to do His work.  I’m not homely or 
repulsive, but I’m an average looking guy with average talents and abilities.  Is 
the Lord desperate enough to use me to speak to or touch someone else? 
 
Before you shake your head and say, “Tsk, tsk,” I want to add that I have 
learned that most people feel the same way deep down.  Maybe it’s our sinful 
nature and/or maybe it’s our culture, but we have bought into the lie that 
Jesus and His followers must look, sound and act a certain way to be truly 
significant and spiritual.  Let’s look at what the Bible has to say about this idea 
and reconsider how this affects our expectations of what God must look like 
when He shows up. 
 
Watch for Jesus: 
In the Past 
 

 
 
More than 700 years Before Christ the prophet Isaiah recorded these words in 
Isaiah 53:1-3: 



1 Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the LORD 
been revealed? 2 He grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like a 
root out of dry ground.  He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, 
nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 3 He was despised 
and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering.  Like 
one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed 
him not. NIV 

 
When Jesus Christ came the first time most people overlooked this prophecy 
and missed Him because they were expecting the Messiah to come in great 
glory and majesty, as a military general and as a magnificent king.  No one 
expected Him to be born in a humble manger and to grow up as a son of a 
carpenter. 
 
Mark 6:1-6 explains why people missed Jesus’ significance: 

1 Jesus left there and went to his hometown, accompanied by his 
disciples. 2 When the Sabbath came, he began to teach in the synagogue, 
and many who heard him were amazed.  "Where did this man get these 
things?" they asked.  "What's this wisdom that has been given him, that 
he even does miracles! 3 Isn't this the carpenter?  Isn't this Mary's son 
and the brother of James, Joseph, Judas and Simon?  Aren't his sisters 
here with us?"  And they took offense at him. 4 Jesus said to them, "Only 
in his hometown, among his relatives and in his own house is a prophet 
without honor." 5 He could not do any miracles there, except lay his 
hands on a few sick people and heal them. 6 And he was amazed at their 
lack of faith. NIV 

 
The people were amazed at Jesus, at the wisdom and authority with which he 
spoke.  They were asking themselves and one another, “How can this man be so 
different?  We know his family and where he grew up and there is nothing 
special about him when we look at him.” 
 
Someone was not paying close enough attention and missed these church 
bulletin bloopers before they were printed: 

For those of you who have children and don't know it, we have a nursery 
downstairs. 
 
Barbara remains in the hospital and needs blood donors for more 
transfusions.  She is also having trouble sleeping and requests recordings 
of Pastor Jack's sermons. 
 
A bean supper will be held on Tuesday evening in the church hall.  Music 
will follow. 

 
Jesus is the kind of person that the more you get to know Him the more you 
love Him and admire Him.  There are some people that impress you less when 



you get to know them more.  Jesus, on the other hand, impresses you more 
when you get to know Him more.  There is so much more to Him than what 
appears at first glance! 
 
As I thought about this story in Mark 6 I realized that the people were not 
amazed at Jesus until He spoke up and until He let the power of the Holy Spirit 
flow through Him.  We rub shoulders with people every day and they might not 
even know that Jesus lives inside us.  We have remained silent and we have not 
reached out and touched others in His name.  Does this mean we have to stand 
up in the restaurant and preach?  Probably not, but Jesus will quietly whisper 
directions in our ears if we are listening and He will show us what He is doing 
in other people’s lives if we are watching. 
 
Jesus was amazed at the people, at their lack of faith and how little they would 
let Him do for them.  He walked away shaking His head because they refused to 
look beyond His appearance to who and what He really was.  He had so much 
more to say and to do but they missed out because of doubt and hardness of 
heart. 
 
Watch for Jesus: 
In the Past 
In the Present 
 

 
 
We think it would have been great to see and hear Jesus live and in person 
2,000 years ago so that our faith would be stronger.  Surely, we would have 
recognized Him and appreciated Him.  However, even those that got to meet 
Him personally did not recognize Him. 
 
Look at what happened in Luke 24:13-16 after Jesus was raised from the dead: 

13 Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, 
about seven miles from Jerusalem. 14 They were talking with each other 
about everything that had happened. 15 As they talked and discussed 
these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along 
with them; 16 but they were kept from recognizing him. NIV 

 
Luke 24:30-32 shows that it needs to be a work of the Holy Spirit for people to 
recognize Jesus: 

30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, 



broke it and began to give it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and 
they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight. 32 They asked 
each other, "Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with 
us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?" NIV 

 
This should encourage us to pray for those we are reaching – that the Holy 
Spirit would reveal Jesus to them.  This should encourage us to pray for 
ourselves – that the Holy Spirit would reveal Jesus to us.  Without the Holy 
Spirit working in such a way we will miss Jesus today! 
 
I wonder, “Do we not see the power of God in us and around us like we read in 
the Bible because we are missing those opportunities when He is manifesting 
His presence or wanting to say something to us?  Are we paying attention to 
what Jesus is saying and doing?” 
 
We are called to be supernaturally natural and naturally supernatural.  When 
you meet someone, you can pray for that person under your breath.  You can 
ask the Lord, “What do you want to say to this person or do for this person?”  
You don’t need to feel or appear spiritual to be a messenger of God or a pipeline 
of God’s power.  These misconceptions were precisely what kept well-meaning 
people from recognizing Jesus when He was in their midst.  I dare say these 
misconceptions continue to keep well-meaning people from recognizing Jesus in 
their midst today. 
 
Henri Nouwen (1932-1996) concluded, "The Lord is coming, always coming.  
When you have ears to hear and eyes to see, you will recognize him at any 
moment of your life.  Life is Advent; life is recognizing the coming of the Lord." 
 
The Bible calls Jesus “Immanuel”, which means “God with us”.  One of the 
reasons that Jesus came to earth was to be amongst us, to be “God with skin 
on”.  This is called the incarnation.  Jesus still wants to be amongst us and 
reassure His people that He is with us.  In fact, now we are called the “Body of 
Christ”.  The incarnation continues today.  He lives in us and He wants to 
“show up” in people’s lives through us – in what we say and do. 
 
The Apostle Paul said it this way in 2 Corinthians 4:7, “But we have this 
treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and 
not from us.” NIV 
 
Jesus and His followers can appear very average at first glance.  Jesus in us is 
a great treasure but to the casual observer we will simply look like jars of clay 
rather than fine china.  It is only when we let Jesus spill out of us that people 
will see just how remarkable the contents are that we carry.  We are not 
designed simply to store His power within us; we are called to let Him pour out 
of us to others. 
 



Here are some more church bulletin bloopers: 
Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale.  It's a chance to get rid of those 
things not worth keeping around the house.  Don't forget your husbands. 
 
Attend and you will hear an excellent speaker and heave a healthy lunch. 
 
Potluck supper Sunday at 5:00 p.m. - prayer and medication to follow. 

 
Hebrews 13:1-2 points out that an angel can also show up unexpectedly: 

1 Keep on loving each other as brothers. 2 Do not forget to entertain 
strangers, for by so doing some people have entertained angels without 
knowing it. NIV 

 
Jesus said in John 10:27, “My sheep listen to my voice.”  I am convinced that 
He is speaking more than we are listening. 
 
Keep your eyes and ears open for those moments when God is acting or 
speaking.  Yes, there are extraordinary times and places when God speaks and 
when He manifests His presence, but usually He shows up in very ordinary 
ways. 
 
Watch for Jesus: 
In the Past 
In the Present 
In the Future 
 

 
 
Jesus will come again and this time His appearing will be unmistakeable.  
Remember Jesus’ promise in Matthew 24:30-31: 

30 At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all 
the nations of the earth will mourn.  They will see the Son of Man coming 
on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory. 31 And he will send 
his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from 
the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other. NIV 

 
Helen Adams Keller was born on June 27th, 1880 in Tuscumbia, a small rural 
town in northwest Alabama, U.S.A.  She was born with full sight and hearing. 
 
In February 1882, when Helen was 19 months old, she fell ill.  To this day the 



nature of her ailment remains a mystery.  The doctors of the time called it 
“brain fever”, while modern day doctors think it may have been scarlet fever or 
meningitis.  Whatever the illness, Helen was, for many days, expected to die. 
When the fever eventually subsided, Helen’s family rejoiced believing their 
daughter to be well again. 
 
However, Helen’s mother soon noticed how her daughter was failing to respond 
when the dinner bell rang or when she passed her hand in front of her 
daughter’s eyes.  It thus became apparent that Helen’s illness had left her both 
blind and deaf. 
 
Helen became a very difficult child, smashing dishes and lamps and terrorizing 
the whole household with her screaming and temper-tantrums.  Relatives 
regarded her as a monster and thought she should be put into an institution. 
 
All of this began to change, however, when Helen's parents hired Anne Sullivan 
to be Helen's teacher.  With Anne's help Helen learned how to "see, hear and 
speak" by spelling words out on her hands then later using an alphabet of 
raised letters called Braille.  Once she learned how, Helen could communicate 
with others. 
 
Similarly, Jesus is speaking and working today.  Unfortunately, most people 
and many believers have not learned how to communicate with Him.  Once we 
learn how, we will be able to distinguish His voice and to recognize Him at work 
around us. 
 
Watch for Jesus: 
In the Past 
In the Present 
In the Future 
 
Live with an expectancy to hear and see the Lord. 
 

 
 


