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Theme:  Accept one another just as Christ accepted you. 
 
Text:  Romans 15:1-7 
 
Here’s a thought:  Acceptance is the art of putting up with people who aren't 
perfect like you. 
 
Application/Purpose:  God is calling us individually and as a church to stay by 
the open door that we walked through so we can welcome others. 
 

 
 
Watch “The Sneetches” by Dr. Seuss at www.youtube.com/watch?v=8-
QevAGsl6A. 
 
Theodor Seuss Geisel (March 2, 1904 – September 24, 1991) was an American 
writer and cartoonist best known for his classic children's books under the pen 
name Dr. Seuss. 
 
Dr. Seuss wrote “Sneetches” in 1961 to teach children about discrimination.  
He wrote the book to address how different groups of people didn’t like each 
other during World War II.  A number of the Seuss books address the subject 
of diversity and teach children to be fair and treat people equally.  Ted Geisel’s 
family was German immigrants and was often targets for many slurs to their 
heritage.  Ted and his sister overcame this ridicule during their teenage years 
when they became active participants in the pro-American campaign of World 
War II. (From www.csun.edu/~sm60012/GRCS-
Files/Final%20Projects/The%20Sneetches.htm) 
 
Dr. Seuss demonstrated a profound understanding of human nature.  Did you 
know there have been sneetches in the church for 2,000 years? 
 
The Apostle Paul writes to sneetches in Romans 15:1-7: 

1 We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak and not to 
please ourselves. 2 Each of us should please his neighbour for his good, to 
build him up. 3 For even Christ did not please himself but, as it is written:  
"The insults of those who insult you have fallen on me." 4 For everything 



that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through 
endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 5 
May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of 
unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, 6 so that with one 
heart and mouth you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 7 Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to 
bring praise to God. NIV 

 
Open the Door for Others 
 

 
 
The date of the introduction of the Good News of Jesus Christ to Rome must have 
been very early, even before Paul got there to preach.  Probably some of the 
Roman travellers at Jerusalem (Acts 2:10) who heard Peter's sermon at Pentecost 
were among the converts and brought back the gospel to the metropolis.  The 
constant contact between Judea and Rome through commerce, the passing of 
soldiers between Rome and Caesarea, and the pilgrimages of Jewish settlers in 
Rome to Jerusalem for the three great feasts, ensured an early entrance of the 
gospel into Rome.  Therefore, the church in Rome at first had a Jewish influence, 
which this letter addresses.  Some of the members were Jews and some were 
Gentiles.  A considerable number saluted in Romans 16 were Messianic [Jesus-
believing] Jews.  The Jews in Rome were so numerous that Caesar Augustus 
assigned them a separate quarter in the city, and permitted them to exercise 
their religion freely. 
 
Paul was writing this letter to the church in Rome as he was in Corinth.  He had 
not yet visited the church in Rome but his relationship with the people there was 
certainly growing.  He was informed by others of issues that threatened the 
church’s future.  Much like the “sneetches”, they had fallen into a “we–they” 
dispute. 
 
The Jewish flavour was strong, but most of the Roman church were Gentiles.  
The Jews and the Gentiles were struggling to get along in the early church.  Paul 
had seen this disease before and he knew the remedy:  recognizing their 
differences was the start toward unity. 
 
We are talking about more than tolerance.  To accept is to receive and take unto 
yourself this person as a friend. 
 



We catch a glimpse of the division between Jews and Gentiles in Acts 10:25-28: 
25 As Peter entered the house, Cornelius met him and fell at his feet in 
reverence. 26 But Peter made him get up. "Stand up," he said, "I am only a 
man myself." 27 Talking with him, Peter went inside and found a large 
gathering of people. 28 He said to them:  "You are well aware that it is 
against our law for a Jew to associate with a Gentile or visit him.  But God 
has shown me that I should not call any man impure or unclean. NIV 

 
On a British Airways flight from Johannesburg a middle-aged, well-off white 
South African Lady had found herself sitting next to a black man.  She called 
the stewardess over to complain about her seating. 
 
"What seems to be the problem, Madam?" asked the attendant. 
 
"Can't you see?" she said. 
 
"You've sat me next to a kaffir.  I can't possibly sit next to this disgusting 
human.  Find me another seat!" 
 
"Please calm down Madam," the stewardess replied.  "The flight is very full 
today, but I'll tell you what I'll do.  I'll go and check to see if we have any seats 
available in club or first class." 
 
The woman gave a snooty look to the outraged black man beside her (not to 
mention many of the surrounding passengers). 
 
A few minutes later the stewardess returned with the good news, which she 
delivered to the lady, who could not help but look at the people around her 
with a smug and self-satisfied grin:  "Madam, unfortunately, as I suspected, 
economy is full.  I've spoken to the cabin services director, and club is also full.  
However, we do have one seat in first class".  Before the lady had a chance to 
answer, the stewardess continued, "It is most extraordinary to make this kind 
of upgrade, however, and I have had to get special permission from the captain.  
But, given the circumstances, the captain felt that it was outrageous that 
someone be forced to sit next to such an obnoxious person."  With which, she 
turned to the black man sitting next to her, and said, "So if you'd like to get 
your things, sir, I have your seat ready for you." 
 
The surrounding passengers spontaneously stood and gave a standing ovation 
while the black man walked up to the front of the plane. 
 
People will forget what you said ... people will forget what you did ... but people 
will never forget how you made them feel. 
 
Prejudice is far too common in our society.  We as followers of Jesus Christ are 
called to put a stop to it!  Consider the definition of prejudice, “An opinion, 



favourable or unfavourable (more often the latter), formed without fair 
examination of facts”.  To be prejudiced toward others is to “prejudge” them.  I 
don’t know how many times I have heard white people say that natives are lazy 
drunks.  I have also heard directly and indirectly that natives see whites as 
arrogant, domineering, controlling and abusive.  This has got to stop! 
 
How would you like me to look at you, lump you into some general grouping and 
treat you according to my assumptions before I even knew you?  We cannot be 
selective in who we accept.  The call of God is to open the door for whosoever will 
come through it – regardless of their skin colour, attractiveness, social status, 
gender or age. 
 
Acceptance is the art of putting up with people who aren't perfect like you. 
 
Even amongst us this sorting out of status happens on a subtler level.  We 
conclude that people who dance and wave flags when they worship are radical 
and we must avoid them.  The dancers and flag-wavers conclude that those who 
aren’t are “religious sticks in the mud”.  We look at those who are well off and 
determine that they are materialistic and greedy.  The wealthy look at those who 
are not and decide they must be lazy.  This also has got to stop! 
 
There is one door to our Heavenly Father.  As His representatives here on earth 
we are entrusted with the ability to open and close this door to others. 
 
As long as we stand guard at the door and try to sort out who is in and who is 
not the Master of the door is angry with us.  The eyes of our Heavenly Father are 
always fixed on the door, calling people to walk through and watching their 
response to His invitation. 
 
Are there attitudes in you that would prevent others from coming through the 
door into a relationship with Jesus Christ?  Are you reaching out to those who 
are not yet in God’s house? 
 
Open the Door for Others 
Remember Who Opened the Door for You 
 

 
 
We need to remember that we were once on the outside looking into God’s 
kingdom until Christ took us into the glory, dignity and honour of God.  Both the 



Jew and the Gentile have to come through the same door marked “Jesus Christ”.  
Don’t ever forget where you came from.  Keeping this memory in the forefront of 
your mind will help enable you to welcome others into the church warmly.  We 
can so easily become self-righteous and arrogant when we forget what we were 
without Christ. 
 
The Book of Hebrews is written to Christ-followers of Jewish descent.  This letter 
to the church was so important because of the spiritual pride that had gripped 
the Jewish nation by that time.  The rungs on the social ladder were clearly 
marked.  Purebred Jewish men were at the top of the heap, with women, children 
and non-Jews at the bottom. 
 
Jesus intentionally made a Samaritan the hero in several of His parables.  He 
knew this would offend prejudiced Jews that looked down their noses at this 
ethnic group. 
 
Hebrews 2:14-3:1 reminds us of who opened the door for us: 

14 Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their 
humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power 
of death - that is, the devil - 15 and free those who all their lives were held 
in slavery by their fear of death. 16 For surely it is not angels he helps, but 
Abraham's descendants. 17 For this reason he had to be made like his 
brothers in every way, in order that he might become a merciful and 
faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement 
for the sins of the people. 18 Because he himself suffered when he was 
tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted. 3:1 Therefore, 
holy brothers, who share in the heavenly calling, fix your thoughts on 
Jesus, the apostle and high priest whom we confess. NIV 

 
Many of us are blessed with a solid godly heritage.  We are second, third and 
fourth generation believers with high values and strong morals.  The danger in 
this is that we can so easily forget where we would be without Jesus Christ.  
We lose sight of the door that we and our parents and our grandparents had to 
walk through so we can enjoy all the benefits of a relationship with our 
Heavenly Father. 
 
I am certainly not saying that we are perfect, but Christ-followers tend to settle 
into lifestyles that separate us from the sin and struggles of people who don’t 
know Jesus.  As a result, we lose touch with the very people we are called to 
reach.  We become insulated to all the poverty, crime and addictions which 
affect our own community. 
 
Pause and reflect on where you might be without Jesus Christ.  Remember how 
He came to earth as a human being so you could follow Him through the open 
door into the kingdom of heaven.  Don’t ever lose sight of His mercy and grace 
in your life!  This will help to keep your relationship with Him fresh and it will 



help you to reach out to others more effectively. 
 
Practicing the art of acceptance will certainly help in our homes.  Someone has 
wisely advised, “Keep your eyes wide open before marriage - and half-shut 
afterward.” 
 
When you and I stay close to the door we will more readily accept one another.  
We won’t be shocked by someone’s hot temper or bad habits.  We won’t be so 
repulsed by others’ lack of personal hygiene or manners.  We will enjoy a spirit 
of unity and bring praise to our God by it. 
 
Dare to get involved in the lives of people that don’t look, smell or eat like you.  
Look past the colour of their skin into their hearts. 
 
Let me tell you about Marcella (not her real name).  Marcella was a part of the 
church where I grew up here in Calgary.  She has some obvious mental 
challenges but she is wise enough to hang around people that love Jesus 
Christ.  She would bring snacks and knitting needles, but you could count on 
Marcella sitting in the church meeting on Sunday morning.  The people were 
polite to her but most would do their best to avoid her – except for one.  My dad 
was the longest-standing member of the church at that time but he had not 
forgotten the door through which he walked.  He had gone out of his way – 
literally – to give her rides to and from church meetings.  He had taken her and 
her sons out for their birthdays.  He regularly took her for lunch after 
meetings.  He was the best human friend Marcella had in the church.  He had 
adopted the “Open Door Policy” toward Marcella.  As a result, she was helped, 
he was blessed and everyone who noticed this was challenged and encouraged 
to do the same. 
 
Who is the “Marcella” in your life?  Is she here today?  Does she live next door?  
Do you work with her?  Do you go to school with her? 
 
Open the Door for Others 
Remember Who Opened the Door for You 
 
Accept one another just as Christ accepted you. 
 

 
 


