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Theme:  Jesus invites us to follow Him. 
 
Text:  Luke 14:25-31 and Revelation 5:8-12 
 
Here’s a thought:  Jesus wants to lead us into a relationship with Him, not into 
a religion or a program. 
 
When we come into the church we expect to meet followers of Jesus who help 
us to follow Jesus. 
 
We have all chosen to follow something.  Jesus is worthy to be followed. 
 
Discipleship mindset 1 - deny yourself 
 
Discipleship mindset 2 - live for true life 
 
Discipleship mindset 3 - live for true reward 
 
The life that Jesus has for you is always better. 
 
Jesus has an inheritance for each one of us. 
 
Luke 14:25-27 (NIV) 
[25] Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: [26] 
“If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and 
children, his brothers and sisters — yes, even his own life — he cannot be my 
disciple. [27] And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be 
my disciple. 
 
Discipleship mindset 4:  Jesus comes first 
 
Even my spouse cannot be number one in my life.  I can truly love my spouse 
by putting Christ first in my life. 
 



Jesus has given us a calling as a family.  We want our children to understand 
that Jesus can disrupt our lives.  We want our children to know that life is not 
about them. 
 
There were the crowds and the disciples in the Gospels.  Jesus said some 
difficult things. 
 
Discipleship mindset 5:  consider the cost carefully 
 
Luke 14:28-31 (NIV) 
[28] “Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Will he not first sit down and 
estimate the cost to see if he has enough money to complete it? [29] For if he 
lays the foundation and is not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will 
ridicule him, [30] saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.' 
[31] “Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Will he not 
first sit down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to 
oppose the one coming against him with twenty thousand?  
 
There is a cost to follow Jesus.  We need to take some time to consider if we 
really want to follow Jesus.  He does not force us to follow Him. 
 
Discipleship mindset 6:  Jesus Christ is worthy to be followed 
 
Revelation 5:8-12 (NIV) 
[8] And when he had taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four 
elders fell down before the Lamb. Each one had a harp and they were holding 
golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. [9] And they 
sang a new song:  “You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, 
because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God from 
every tribe and language and people and nation. [10] You have made them to 
be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth.” 
[11] Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands 
upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand.  They encircled the 
throne and the living creatures and the elders. [12] In a loud voice they sang:  
“Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom 
and strength and honor and glory and praise!” 
 
Jesus is worshipped!  We need to join heaven in worshipping heaven! 
 
A countless number of angels worship Jesus.  He walks in all authority, power, 
wisdom and wealth.  No one else compares with Him and is worthy to be 
followed like Jesus is worthy is worthy to be followed. 
 
Jesus wants to lead us into a relationship with Him, not into a religion or a 
program. 
 



An ancient Jewish blessing said, “May you be covered in the dust of your 
rabbi.” 
 
Jesus is giving us a choice.  Will we follow Him? 
 
He wants us to invite others to follow Him with us. 
 
 


