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Theme:  Everyone who has a relationship with the Heavenly Father must come 
to Him through the same door. 
 
Text:  Ephesians 2:11-22 
 
Here’s a thought:  When the church is least like the world, it does the most for 
the world. 
 
"Peace in our time!  Peace with honour!" 
 
These were the words of British Prime Minister Sir Neville Chamberlain when 
he returned from conferences in Nazi Germany in September 1938.  He was 
sure that he had stopped Adolf Hitler.  Yet Hitler invaded Poland just one year 
later and Great Britain declared war on Germany on September 3rd, 1939.  
Chamberlain's great peace mission had failed. 
 
It seems that most peace missions fail.  One source reports that from 1500 
B.C. to A.D. 850 there were 7,500 "eternal covenants" agreed upon among 
various nations with the hope of bringing peace, but that no covenant had 
lasted longer than two years.  The only "eternal covenant" that has lasted - and 
that will last - is the one made by the eternal God, sealed by the blood of Jesus 
Christ. 
 
The Apostle Paul explains Christ's peace mission in Ephesians 2:11-22: 
 11 Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and 

called "uncircumcised" by those who call themselves "the circumcision" 
(that done in the body by the hands of men) - 12 remember that at that 
time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel 
and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without 
God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far 
away have been brought near through the blood of Christ. 14 For he 
himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the 
barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 15 by abolishing in his flesh the law 
with its commandments and regulations.  His purpose was to create in 
himself one new man out of the two, thus making peace, 16 and in this 



 

one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he 
put to death their hostility. 17 He came and preached peace to you who 
were far away and peace to those who were near. 18 For through him we 
both have access to the Father by one Spirit. 19 Consequently, you are 
no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God's people and 
members of God's household, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 21 In 
him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy 
temple in the Lord. 22 And in him you too are being built together to 
become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit. NIV 

 
Restored relationships go through: 
Separation (Ephesians 2:11-12) 
 

 
 
Most of the converts in the Ephesian church were Gentiles, and they knew that 
much of God's program for about 2,000 years involved the Jews.  Since the 
hour that God called Abraham in Genesis 12:1-3, God distinguished between 
Jews and Gentiles: 
 1 The LORD had said to Abram [later known as Abraham], "Leave your 

country, your people and your father's household and go to the land I 
will show you. 2 "I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; 
I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless 
those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples 
on earth will be blessed through you." NIV 

 
He made this difference, not so the Jews might boast, but that they might be a 
blessing and a help to the Gentiles.  God set them apart that He might use 
them to be a channel of His revelation and goodness to the other nations. 
 
The first 11 chapters of the Bible give the story of people knowing the truth 
about God and deliberately turning away.  Then in Genesis chapter 12, 
Abraham is called and the Jewish nation that would descend from him would 
be vessels through which God would again reveal Himself to the world. 
 
A lady was trying to impress the others at a party.  "My family's ancestry is very 
old," she boasted.  "It dates back to the days of King James."  Then, turning to 
a lady sitting quietly in a corner, she asked condescendingly:  "How old is your 
family, my dear?" 



 

 
"Well," came back the woman with a quiet smile, "I can't really say.  All our 
family records were lost in Noah’s time during the Flood." 
 
Paul reminds us in Ephesians 2 of our past status as Gentiles.  What were the 
consequences of being a Gentile before Jesus established the New Covenant? 
 
The Jew had come to despise the Gentile.  He took great pride in the fact that 
he belonged to God's chosen people.  Many Pharisees would pray daily, "O God, 
I give thanks that I am a Jew, not a Gentile." 
 
The Jewish race produced the Messiah.  Jesus came to them.  He told His 
disciples He had been sent to the lost sheep of the house of Israel (Matthew 
15:24).  On this basis the Gentiles were said to be "aliens from the 
commonwealth of Israel." 
 
Gentiles were not included!  "In times past" our situation was described as 
"hopeless".  Although the Jew believed in the one true God, the Gentiles were 
the pagans of the world.  Therefore, they were said to be "without God in the 
world."  Nationally we were "far off" from God.  Such is the picture of our past. 
 
Israel was to be a light to the Gentiles that they too might be saved.  Sadly, 
Israel became like the Gentiles and the light burned only dimly.  This fact is a 
warning to the church today.  When the church is least like the world, it does 
the most for the world. 
 
Our relationship with God is no grounds for boasting and self-righteousness, 
but is every reason to reflect His desire to touch everyone with His kindness. 
 
Restored relationships go through: 
Separation 
Reconciliation (Ephesians 2:13-18) 
 

 
 
The ways of worship given by God to Israel stood as a wall between the Jews 
and the other nations.  In fact, there was a wall in the Jewish temple, 
separating the Court of the Gentiles from the rest of the temple areas.  
Archaeologists have discovered this inscription from Herod's temple: 
 No foreigner may enter within the barricade which surrounds the 



 

sanctuary and enclosure.  Anyone who is caught doing so will have 
himself to blame for his ensuing death. 

 
A sophisticated young man was asked to attend a formal banquet.  He was 
assigned a place between a noted bishop and an equally famous rabbi.  
Throughout the meal, he talked on and on endlessly. 
 
"Oh, this is so exciting," he gushed.  "Sitting here I feel as if I were the page 
between the Old and New Testaments." 
 
"That page, sir," replied the bishop, "is usually blank." 
 
No one ties together the Old and New Testaments like Jesus Christ.  This is 
underscored by the phrase in Ephesians 2:13, "But now!"  Now the door of 
grace has opened up to the "whosoever will." 
 
Through the blood of Christ: 
• The dividing wall of hostility has been destroyed.  This invisible barrier 

represents the hostility and prejudice that existed between the Jews and 
Gentiles. 

 
• Hostility is put to death.  The innocent cause of this hostility is pointed out 

to be the Mosaic law (the law given through Moses) - exclusively given to the 
Jews.  It was "nailed to His cross" and by His death Christ paid the penalty 
of the broken law. 

 
• Reconciliation has been established between people and God.  There is now 

the opportunity for restoration of peace and friendship. 
 
In Colossians 1:19-20 we read: 
 19 For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 20 and 

through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or 
things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross. 
NIV 

 
Through Jesus Christ the greatest peace mission ever has begun, in which He 
reconciles Jews and Gentiles to each other and both to Himself in the One 
Body, the Church.  “Reconcile" means "to bring together again."  Sin is the 
great separator in this world.  It has been dividing people since the very 
beginning of human history.  When Adam and Eve sinned, they and all 
humanity to follow were separated from God.  The death of Jesus Christ on the 
cross has abolished the hostility between Jew and Gentile and between sinners 
and God. 
 
Is there need for reconciliation in your life?  Have you been living (even 



 

partially) separated from God?  Is there someone in your life that you refuse to 
forgive?  Jesus is calling you to reconciliation with Himself and with others 
through His finished work on the cross. 
 
Restored relationships go through: 
Separation 
Reconciliation 
Unification (Ephesians 2:19-22) 
 

 
 
Having embraced the unity found in Jesus Christ, we are called into one 
family, where God becomes our Father.  In this family there are no racial or 
physical distinctions.  Paul, a Jew who experienced a radical conversion to 
Christ, explains it this way in Galatians 3:28, “There is neither Jew nor Greek, 
slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” NIV 
 
Shortly after the end of the U.S. Civil War in 1865, members of a fashionable 
church were invited to come to the altar rail to receive Holy Communion.  After 
several rows of worshippers came and left after receiving Communion side by 
side, a black man walked down the aisle toward the altar.  A tense silence 
gripped everyone.  No one came forward to receive the bread and wine, 
although many had not yet received Communion.  The black man started to 
kneel alone.  Quietly, a tall, greying man with a military bearing stood up and 
walked down the aisle to the black man's side.  Together, they knelt.  Before 
the officiating clergyman could continue, people recognized that the person 
kneeling beside the black man without showing any distinction was General 
Robert E. Lee, who had commanded the pro-slavery Confederate Army of the 
South before he surrendered to the Union Army of the North.  Although Lee 
said nothing, everyone realized he had shown his faith through his act of 
joining that lonely black worshipper at the altar. 
 
Lee's example is an example for all.  We must not be content with any system 
that divides us as brothers and sisters in Christ.  We must seek to demonstrate 
our essential unity.  Only then can we say truly, "We are one in Christ." 
 
In other parts of Ephesians, the church is symbolized by a body - the body of 
Christ.  In these verses she is called a building - the habitation or temple of 
God.  In the Covenant that God established through Moses He dwelt among His 
people in the Tabernacle and Temple. 



 

 
Where does the God of the universe live?  He is omnipresent so His presence is 
felt everywhere.  Today, through His Spirit, God dwells in the church, the 
temple of God.  God does not dwell in man-made temples, including church 
buildings.  He dwells in the hearts of those who have trusted Christ, and in the 
church collectively. 
 
This reference to the temple would be meaningful to both the Jews and the 
Gentiles in the Ephesian church:  the Jews would think of Herod's temple in 
Jerusalem, and the Gentiles would think of the great temple of Diana in 
Ephesus.  Both temples were destined for destruction, but the temple Christ is 
building will last forever. 
 
Jesus is the master builder and the "chief cornerstone".  We are the building 
blocks He uses.  1 Peter 2:5-7 describes it well: 
 5 . . . you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to 

be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ. 6 For in Scripture it says:  "See, I lay a stone in 
Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him 
will never be put to shame." 7 Now to you who believe, this stone is 
precious.  But to those who do not believe, "The stone the builders 
rejected has become the capstone," NIV 

 
Every follower of Jesus from the cross to the Lord's return is a living stone.  
Each is a vital and interrelated part of the whole.  Very soon the building will 
be completed.  The blast of the trumpet will announce its completion and 
summons into heaven. 
 
Billy Sunday (1862-1935) was a popular professional baseball player then he 
became a famous evangelist.  In preparation for a meeting in a large city, Billy 
wrote a letter to the mayor in which he asked for the names of individuals he 
knew who had a spiritual problem and needed help and prayer.  How surprised 
the evangelist was when he received from the mayor a copy of the entire city 
directory. 
 
Today we come to God equally needy.  Tomorrow we go into the world to rub 
shoulders with people who are equally needy.  God has no favourites.  He loves 
each one of us and is calling each one of us to share that love and good news 
with others without partiality. 
 
Restored relationships go through: 
Separation 
Reconciliation 
Unification 
 



 

Everyone who has a relationship with the Heavenly Father must come to Him 
through the same door. 
 

 
 


