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Theme:  The Lord measures the gift by looking at the giver. 
 
Text:  Mark 12:41-44 
 
Here’s a thought:  A Greek philosopher named Epictetus concluded, “He is a wise 
man who does not grieve for the things he has not, but rejoices for those which 
he has."  
 
At one time or another you and I have looked at someone and marvelled at how 
talented or how smart they are.  We have asked ourselves, “What could I offer 
God?  I don’t have nearly as much to offer as ______.”  Such comparisons and 
questions leave us feeling discouraged, intimidated and frustrated. 
 
I continue to marvel over a passage that seems to concentrate on giving 
financially, but the principles in this passage apply to more than money.  This 
conversation between Jesus and His disciples offers great encouragement and 
inspiration. 
 
In the midst of a busy week leading up to His trial and crucifixion, Jesus took the 
time with His disciples to impress upon them a very important principle.  Jesus 
sat down on a bench where he could watch the people bring their offerings and 
put them in one of the thirteen trumpet-shaped boxes that were used for that 
purpose (from Expositor's Bible Commentary).  Sitting in a place where He and 
His men would be unnoticed, He had the group watch people file by the offering 
box of the Temple, where contributions for the poor were made and from which 
the chief priests would assist those in need. 
 
Watch and listen in Mark 12:41-44: 

41 Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and 
watched the crowd putting their money into the temple treasury.  Many 
rich people threw in large amounts. 42 But a poor widow came and put in 
two very small copper coins, worth only a fraction of a penny. 43 Calling 
his disciples to him, Jesus said, "I tell you the truth, this poor widow has 
put more into the treasury than all the others. 44 They all gave out of their 



wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything - all she had to live 
on." NIV 

 
Jesus reminds me here that in God's eyes: 
What Is Large to Us Is Small to Him 
 

 
 
America's 50 largest charitable donors gave away $14.7 billion last year, with Bill 
and Melinda Gates leading the list with a $4.8 billion donation to their 
foundation, according to a new report.  Giving by the top 50 donors more than 
doubled in 2017, soaring to $14.7 billion from $5.6 billion in 2016, according to 
the Philanthropy 50, compiled by the Chronicle of Philanthropy (from 
www.cnbc.com/2018/02/05/heres-who-gave-away-the-most-money-in-
2017.html).  Do you suppose Bill and Melinda Gates top God's list of givers?  Do 
you think the Lord has a Hall of Fame where the portrait of Microsoft’s co-
founder is hanging proudly? 
 
In Psalm 50:7-15 the Lord reminds us that He doesn’t need our gifts: 

7 Hear, O my people, and I will speak, O Israel, and I will testify against 
you:  I am God, your God. 8 I do not rebuke you for your sacrifices or your 
burnt offerings, which are ever before me. 9 I have no need of a bull from 
your stall or of goats from your pens, 10 for every animal of the forest is 
mine, and the cattle on a thousand hills. 11 I know every bird in the 
mountains, and the creatures of the field are mine. 12 If I were hungry I 
would not tell you, for the world is mine, and all that is in it. 13 Do I eat 
the flesh of bulls or drink the blood of goats? 14 Sacrifice thank offerings to 
God, fulfill your vows to the Most High, 15 and call upon me in the day of 
trouble; I will deliver you, and you will honour me. NIV 

 
One pastor explained before the morning offering, "The Lord owns the cattle on 
a thousand hills.  He only needs cowboys to round them up.  Will the ushers 
please come forward for the offering?” 
 
A look at the news and social media would reveal that we are impressed with 
people who donate their time and money to worthwhile causes.  The larger the 
cheque the more impressed we become.  However, recognizing that the Creator 
and the Owner of all heaven and earth is not in need of anything certainly puts a 
different twist on giving. 
 



Acts 5:1-11 shows that the Lord is more interested in your heart than the 
amount of your gift: 

1 Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also sold a 
piece of property. 2 With his wife's full knowledge he kept back part of the 
money for himself, but brought the rest and put it at the apostles' feet. 3 
Then Peter said, "Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that 
you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the 
money you received for the land? 4 Didn't it belong to you before it was 
sold?  And after it was sold, wasn't the money at your disposal?  What 
made you think of doing such a thing?  You have not lied to men but to 
God." 5 When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died.  And great fear 
seized all who heard what had happened. 6 Then the young men came 
forward, wrapped up his body, and carried him out and buried him. 7 
About three hours later his wife came in, not knowing what had happened. 
8 Peter asked her, "Tell me, is this the price you and Ananias got for the 
land?"  "Yes," she said, "that is the price." 9 Peter said to her, "How could 
you agree to test the Spirit of the Lord?  Look!  The feet of the men who 
buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out also." 10 
At that moment she fell down at his feet and died.  Then the young men 
came in and, finding her dead, carried her out and buried her beside her 
husband. 11 Great fear seized the whole church and all who heard about 
these events. NIV 

 
Ananias and Sapphira wanted to impress God and people while feeding their 
selfishness at the same time.  This cannot be done.  The desire to impress God is 
not compatible with wanting to earn the admiration and applause of people.  This 
is why Jesus teaches us to give as secretly and anonymously as possible 
(Matthew 6:1-4).  The desire to impress God is strangled when you are looking 
out for your own interests. 
 
If you were to read the verses before Mark 12:41 you would hear the warning of 
Jesus to avoid seeking the praise and admiration of people.  Even in the name of 
God and religion we can appear very righteous and honourable while we anger 
the Lord by our wrong focus and values. 
 
Even after being with Jesus for more than three years the disciples didn’t 
understand what made Him glad and what made Him mad.  But let’s not be too 
hard on these men, for we are not much different. 
 
If you were to read on in Mark 13 you would witness the human tendency to be 
impressed with size.  Even after Jesus’ lesson on God’s values the disciples came 
away from the Temple admiring the building.  Jesus was not impressed by the 
size of the structure because He knew that a person’s heart is what is most 
important. 
 



God does not value giving by the number of dollars donated, but by how much 
sacrifice it represents.  What do you think it will take for you to impress God? 
 
In God's eyes: 
What Is Large to Us Is Small to Him 
What Is Small to Us Is Large to Him 
 

 
 
In 1 Kings 17:7-16, about 900 years earlier, another poor widow gains God’s 
attention: 

7 Some time later the brook dried up because there had been no rain in 
the land. 8 Then the word of the LORD came to him: 9 "Go at once to 
Zarephath of Sidon and stay there.  I have commanded a widow in that 
place to supply you with food." 10 So he went to Zarephath.  When he 
came to the town gate, a widow was there gathering sticks.  He called to 
her and asked, "Would you bring me a little water in a jar so I may have a 
drink?" 11 As she was going to get it, he called, "And bring me, please, a 
piece of bread." 12 "As surely as the LORD your God lives," she replied, "I 
don't have any bread - only a handful of flour in a jar and a little oil in a 
jug.  I am gathering a few sticks to take home and make a meal for myself 
and my son, that we may eat it - and die." 13 Elijah said to her, "Don't be 
afraid.  Go home and do as you have said.  But first make a small cake of 
bread for me from what you have and bring it to me, and then make 
something for yourself and your son. 14 For this is what the LORD, the 
God of Israel, says:  'The jar of flour will not be used up and the jug of oil 
will not run dry until the day the LORD gives rain on the land.'" 15 She 
went away and did as Elijah had told her.  So there was food every day for 
Elijah and for the woman and her family. 16 For the jar of flour was not 
used up and the jug of oil did not run dry, in keeping with the word of the 
LORD spoken by Elijah. NIV 

 
She could have stood toe to toe complaining to Elijah about her poverty and 
arguing that she just did not have what it took to feed him.  She could have 
walked home clutching her sticks and preparing to make her last meal.  She 
could have concluded that her gift was so small and insignificant that nothing 
could be done with it. 
 
A small boy could have reached the same conclusion in John 6:1-13: 



1 Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of the Sea of Galilee 
(that is, the Sea of Tiberias), 2 and a great crowd of people followed him 
because they saw the miraculous signs he had performed on the sick. 3 
Then Jesus went up on a mountainside and sat down with his disciples. 4 
The Jewish Passover Feast was near. 5 When Jesus looked up and saw a 
great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, "Where shall we buy 
bread for these people to eat?" 6 He asked this only to test him, for he 
already had in mind what he was going to do. 7 Philip answered him, 
"Eight months' wages would not buy enough bread for each one to have a 
bite!" 8 Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, spoke up, 
9 "Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how 
far will they go among so many?" 10 Jesus said, "Have the people sit 
down."  There was plenty of grass in that place, and the men sat down, 
about five thousand of them. 11 Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, 
and distributed to those who were seated as much as they wanted.  He did 
the same with the fish. 12 When they had all had enough to eat, he said to 
his disciples, "Gather the pieces that are left over.  Let nothing be wasted." 
13 So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the pieces of the 
five barley loaves left over by those who had eaten. NIV 

 
The small gifts that we sneer at may be just the ones that capture the attention 
of the Almighty.  The resources of a poor widow and a little boy looked so puny in 
the eyes of people.  Yet the Lord took what they had and made something large 
with it.  If God can create something out of nothing, just think of what He can do 
with something! 
 
A shopper revealed, “Today's my wife's birthday.  I'd like to get her a beautiful 
fountain pen.” 
 
The clerk replied with a wink, “A little surprise, eh?” 
 
“Yeah,” the customer explained, “She's expecting a Cadillac.” 
 
Someone has defined the middle class as "people who are not poor enough to 
accept charity and not rich enough to donate anything." 
 
We can cripple our giving by procrastinating and by concluding that we have 
nothing to give.  Let the words of the Apostle Paul encourage you in 2 
Corinthians 8:10-12: 

10 And here is my advice about what is best for you in this matter:  Last 
year you were the first not only to give but also to have the desire to do so. 
11 Now finish the work, so that your eager willingness to do it may be 
matched by your completion of it, according to your means. 12 For if the 
willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not 
according to what he does not have. NIV 

 



You might feel you are not talented enough or not wealthy enough to offer 
anything of significance.  God is waiting for you to offer what you have, not what 
you don’t have.  Generous people look more at those who have less than at those 
who have more than what they have. 
 
A Greek philosopher named Epictetus (c. 55-135 A.D.) concluded, “He is a wise 
man who does not grieve for the things he has not, but rejoices for those which 
he has."  
 
Our giving reveals how much faith or how much fear is in our hearts.  The poor 
widow in Mark 12 demonstrated great faith.  Mark goes out of his way to describe 
the two copper coins that she dropped into the Temple offering box as the 
smallest Roman coins possible.  Together they only added up to a quarter of a 
cent – but they were all she had.  This woman entrusted herself to the care of her 
Heavenly Father, knowing that He would look after her needs.  She did not give 
that day expecting to receive anything in return.  She offered what she had to 
Him in complete surrender to His will and to His care.  Such a heart attitude 
positioned her to impress the God of heaven and earth! 
 

 
 
Years ago, a Sunday school in Philadelphia was overcrowded - so crowded that a 
little girl named Hattie May Wiatt was turned away.  She began, that day, to save 
her pennies to help the Sunday school have more room.  She died two years later, 
in 1886.  They found a pocketbook by her bed with 57 pennies and a little scrap 
of paper with a note explaining that the coins were to help the church build a 
bigger Sunday school. 
 
The pastor of that church, Russell Conwell, used that note to make a dramatic 
appeal to his congregation.  People's hearts were touched.  One realtor gave the 
church a piece of land.  He said he just wanted a down payment of 57 pennies. 
 
The local newspaper picked up the story, and it was carried across the country.  
The pennies grew, and the results can be seen in Philadelphia today.  I've never 
been to that spot, but I'd like to go see that church building.  It seats 3,300 
people with a large Sunday school department.  I'd like to visit Temple University 
and Good Samaritan Hospital that came about as a result of that initial effort.  I'd 
like to visit the room at Temple University where that little girl's picture is on the 
wall with the reminder that she gave 57 cents with an amazing result. 
 
What do you have to offer to the Lord and His work? 



• Money? 
• Time? 
• Special skill? 
 
In God's eyes: 
What Is Large to Us Is Small to Him 
What Is Small to Us Is Large to Him 
 
The Lord measures the gift by looking at the giver. 
 

 
 


