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Theme:  The Lord would have us clearly understand our relationship with Him. 
 
Text:  Ephesians 1:15-23 
 
Here’s a thought:  There is no better measuring stick for us than who we are in 
relation to God. 
 
On January 6th, 1822, the wife of a poor German pastor had a son, never 
dreaming that he would one day achieve world renown and great wealth.  When 
Heinrich Schliemann was seven years old, a picture of the ancient city of Troy 
in flames captured his imagination.  Contrary to what many people believed, 
Heinrich argued that Homer's great poems, the Iliad and the Odyssey, were 
based on historic facts and he set out to prove it.  In 1873, he uncovered the 
ancient site of Troy, along with some fabulous treasure which he smuggled out 
of the country, much to the anger of the Turkish government.  Schliemann 
became a famous, wealthy man because he dared to believe an ancient record 
and act upon his faith. 
 
So many people are stumbling around in the dark, searching for the one key 
that will give them fulfilment in life.  Some find it but most continue searching, 
leaving behind them a trail of broken relationships, financial woes and others 
who have suffered through following their poor example. 
 
Let’s pray the spiritual lights will go on so you will: 
See Who You Are (Ephesians 1:15-16) 
 

 
 
The Apostle Paul writes affectionately in Ephesians 1:15-16: 
 15 For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus 



 

and your love for all the saints, 16 I have not stopped giving thanks for 
you, remembering you in my prayers. NIV 

 
So many of us struggle to understand who we are and why we are here.  There 
is no better measuring stick for us than who we are in relation to God. 
 
A carpet layer had worked all day installing wall-to-wall carpeting.  When he 
noticed a lump under the carpet in the middle of the living room, he felt his 
shirt pocket for his cigarettes - they were gone.  He was not about to take up 
the carpet, so he went outside for a two-by-four.  Tramping down cigarettes 
with it would be easy.  Once the lump was smoothed, the man gathered up his 
tools and carried them to the truck.  Then two things happened 
simultaneously:  he saw his cigarettes on the seat of the truck, and over his 
shoulder he heard the voice of the woman to whom the carpet belonged.  She 
asked, "Have you seen anything of my parakeet?" 
 
So, who are you?  Ephesians 1:15 says you are believing.  It is humanly 
impossible to believe in a God none of us can see.  Everyone – including 
atheists and agnostics - bases their lives upon someone or something they have 
not seen.  This faith that we have chosen to base our lives upon is not 
irrational (it does not contradict human rationale), but it is transrational (it 
transcends our human intellect).  You believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God 
who died and lives today not just because of the overwhelming evidence that 
backs up the validity of the Holy Bible and of the resurrection of Christ, but 
because of the Holy Spirit's work in your life.  God has revealed Himself to you 
and you have responded. 
 
It is a fact that you hear me.  It is a fact that I am speaking to you.  It is faith 
that leads me to believe that anyone is actually listening. 
 
Listen in on this conversation that Jesus had in Luke 18:24-27: 
 24 Jesus looked at him [the rich young ruler] and said, "How hard it is 

for the rich to enter the kingdom of God! 25 Indeed, it is easier for a 
camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the 
kingdom of God." 26 Those who heard this asked, "Who then can be 
saved?" 27 Jesus replied, "What is impossible with men is possible with 
God." NIV 

 
Ephesians 1:15 says you are loving.  By nature, we are all self-centred, striving 
for our own preservation and comfort. 
 
I have concluded that young children are not in a position to care for my needs.  
As babies and toddlers, they are cute and fun but actually they care only about 
their own interests.  As they come to know Jesus, as they are trained and as 
they mature they can change.  They can become Christ-centred and other-
centred, rather than self-centred. 



 

 

 
 
In his fascinating book, None of These Diseases, Dr. S. I. McMillen tells the 
story of John D. Rockefeller (1839-1937).  As a youngster, Rockefeller was a 
strong and husky farm boy but he drove himself to make money.  At 33 he was 
a millionaire.  At 43 he controlled the largest business in the world.  At 53 he 
was the world’s richest person.  By then, though, he was but a shell of a man. 
 
He developed a condition called alopecia, where the hair falls out.  It was said 
that he looked like a mummy.  His income was one million dollars a week but 
his digestion was so bad that he could eat only milk and crackers.  He was 
despised by many, upon whom he had trampled in his climb to success.  He 
was immersed in anxiety.  He couldn’t sleep.  He was a wreck.  Here was a man 
whose life seemed over at 53.  It was generally agreed that he could scarcely 
live more than a year or so.  Many newspapers already had his obituary on file, 
ready for his imminent demise. 
 
But something dramatic happened.  One night it suddenly dawned upon Mr. 
Rockefeller that he could take none of his treasures with him to the grave.  
After all, shrouds have no pockets. 
 
So, he made the decision to start helping others with his great fortune.  He 
poured millions of dollars into hospitals, universities and missions.  He became 
interested in the underprivileged.  He provided vast sums for medical research. 
His contributions aided in the discovery of penicillin.  His focus of interest 
turned from inward to outward. 
 
As a result of his change of disposition, something marvelous began to occur in 
the physical life of John D. Rockefeller.  He could sleep again.  His digestion 
improved.  Rockefeller actually began to enjoy living.  And mark this - he did 
not die at 54, nor even at 64.  Rather, he lived to the ripe old age of 97 years!  
(From www.christiancourier.com/articles/1546-curse-of-covetousness-the) 
 
We are no different!  Left to ourselves we become fixated only upon our own 
little world where we are king or queen.  The Lord comes into our lives and 
changes our focus, stirring us and enabling us to love others as we already love 
ourselves.  This love is a gift of God and profoundly shapes who we are from 
the inside out.  We find fulfilment in Jesus Christ and the selfless life to which 
He calls us. 



 

 
Ephesians 1:16 says you are an object of thanksgiving.  You are valued and 
treasured more than you can even imagine!  You are fearfully and wonderfully 
made.  Our Heavenly Father longs to hold you in His arms.  Will you run away 
or jump in?  There is nothing you have done or will do to make Him love you 
more.  If you know Jesus Christ as your Lord and Saviour, the Father rejoices 
over you because when He looks at you He sees Jesus in you.  Allison and 
Braden did nothing to become part of our family.  Similarly, it is only because 
you are already a part of God's family through Christ that our Father gives 
thanks for you. 
 
My prayer is that by the power of God’s Word and God’s Spirit you and I would 
more fully realize today who we are in Christ. 
 
Let’s pray the spiritual lights will go on so you will: 
See Who You Are 
See What You Have (Ephesians 1:17-19a) 
 

 
 
Paul continues in Ephesians 1:17-19a: 
 17 I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious 

Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you 
may know him better. 18 I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be 
enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called 
you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19 and his 
incomparably great power for us who believe. NIV 

 
Ephesians 1:18 says you have hope.  By virtue of the fact that you know the 
Lord you can look forward to a lot in the future.  You have hope in what He will 
do in your life while you are still here on earth.  You have hope in joining the 
Lord for all eternity, knowing Him face to face, in a much more intimate way 
than we can know Him now. 
 
The Apostle John writes in 1 John 3:2: 
 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not 

yet been made known.  But we know that when he appears, we shall be 
like him, for we shall see him as he is. NIV 

 
Ephesians 1:18 says you have riches.  There is no worldly wealth that can 



 

compare with what you can have through Jesus Christ.  Nothing on this earth 
can hold a candle to the heavenly wealth you are called to inherit. 
 
A pastor and another church leader were visiting prospective members and 
drove up to a beautiful suburban home surrounded by a velvet lawn and 
gorgeous landscaping.  Two expensive cars sat in the driveway, and through 
the picture window, the men saw their prospect, lounging in an easy chair and 
watching a big screen television.  The church leader turned to his pastor and 
asked, "What kind of good news do we have for him?" 
 
How prone we are to confuse prices and values.  Take a look at the futility of 
worldly pursuits.  Ephesus was a wealthy city.  It boasted the Temple of Diana, 
one of the wonders of the ancient world.  Today in Turkey, Ephesus is an 
archaeologist's paradise, but all of its wealth and splendour are gone.  But the 
followers of Jesus who once lived there are with the Lord today, enjoying His 
presence and glory! 
 
Ephesians 1:19 says you have power.  Do you realize that the demons of hell 
are subject to us through the name of Jesus?  We have by the indwelling Holy 
Spirit the ability to heal the sick, raise the dead and cast out devils!  There is 
no reason in heaven why we should be walking in fear and oppression.  Greater 
is He that is in you than He that is in the world (1 John 4:4).  We have no valid 
reason for people to intimidate us, make us mad or sad.  No one has the 
authority to pull our emotional strings.  If we are letting that happen we are not 
walking in the Holy Spirit as He intends.  We have divine dynamic, eternal 
energy available to us! 
 
Let’s pray the spiritual lights will go on so you will: 
See Who You Are 
See What You Have 
See Who He Is (Ephesians 1:19b-23) 
 

 
 
In Ephesians 1:19b-23 the Apostle Paul concludes: 
 19 That power is like the working of his mighty strength, 20 which he 

exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at 
his right hand in the heavenly realms, 21 far above all rule and 
authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not 
only in the present age but also in the one to come. 22 And God placed 



 

all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything 
for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills 
everything in every way. NIV 

 
Ephesians 1:19 says He is strong.  The God of the Bible is the one individual 
who holds all power. 
 
A businessman had two windows in his office.  One was easy to raise and the 
other always gave him trouble - so he labelled one "his" and the other "hernia." 
 
The Lord is in no danger of acquiring a hernia.  We are told that in Him we live 
and move and have our being (Acts 17:28).  He is the one that holds the 
universe together.  He is the one that provides life for all creatures.  He is the 
one that provides eternal life for us through Jesus Christ.  Do you acknowledge 
daily where your source of strength is?  The world's system would like to tell us 
that our source should be in someone or something other than the Lord.  The 
secret to success in the Christian life is to acknowledge that you can do 
nothing apart from Him, and that with Him all things are possible.  Are there 
bondages in your life that need to be broken?  Are there physical needs in your 
body that cry out for healing?  Our God is able! 
 
Ephesians 1:20 says He is exalted.  When you consider any position or title 
that humans can attain, they are merely peons compared to the most majestic 
king imaginable when they are placed side by side.  We have no reason to be 
impressed by the prestige, wealth and power of any human being - past, 
present or future. 
 
Acts 12:21-23 is a stark reminder that God will not share His glory with 
another: 
 21 On the appointed day Herod, wearing his royal robes, sat on his 

throne and delivered a public address to the people. 22 They shouted, 
"This is the voice of a god, not of a man." 23 Immediately, because Herod 
did not give praise to God, an angel of the Lord struck him down, and he 
was eaten by worms and died. NIV 

 
Ephesians 1:22 says He is the head.  God is spirit, but through His church 
Jesus Christ is made visible to the world around us.  He is not drifting invisibly 
and undetectably through the atmosphere.  He is made tangible and touchable 
through the people He has called out to be His own.  He is continuously 
sending impulses to the limbs in His body that are responsive and spiritually 
fit.  If a particular appendage or organ refuses to obey His leading, He simply 
moves on to one that will obey.  He will accomplish His mission here on earth.  
Will you step forward and be counted as one dedicated to His cause? 
 



 

 
 
The late newspaper publisher, William Randolph Hearst (1863-1951), invested 
a fortune collecting art treasures from around the world.  One day Mr. Hearst 
found a description of some valuable items that he felt he must own, so he sent 
his agent abroad to find them.  After months of searching, the agent reported 
that he had finally found the treasures.  They were in Mr. Hearst's warehouse.  
Hearst had been searching frantically for treasures he already owned!  Had he 
read the catalog of his treasures, he would have saved himself a great deal of 
money and trouble. 
 
Let’s pray the spiritual lights will go on so you will: 
See Who You Are 
See What You Have 
See Who He Is 
 
The Lord would have us clearly understand our relationship with Him. 
 

 
 


