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Theme:  God is looking for people who are worshippers. 
 
Text:  John 4:23-24 
 
Here’s a thought:  Worship is opening one's heart to God and enjoying a 
relationship of loving communion with Him. 
 
One Sunday when King Louis XIV of France (1638-1715) and his royal party 
arrived at a church service, no one was there except Archbishop Fenelon, the 
court preacher.  Surprised to see all the vacant seats, the king inquired, "Where 
is everybody?"  Why isn't anyone else present this morning?" 
 
The minister answered, "I announced that Your Majesty would not be here 
today, because I wanted you to see who came to the service just to flatter you 
and who came to worship God." 
 
Why did you come to our church meeting today?  Did you come to impress 
someone else?  Did you come to receive something?  Did you come to worship 
God?  God is looking for people who are worshippers. 
 
In John 4:19-24 Jesus and a woman from Samaria were talking: 
 19 "Sir," the woman said, "I can see that you are a prophet. 20 Our 

fathers worshipped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place 
where we must worship is in Jerusalem." 21 Jesus declared, "Believe me, 
woman, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on 
this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You Samaritans worship what you do 
not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. 
23 Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshippers 
will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of 
worshippers the Father seeks. 24 God is spirit, and his worshippers must 
worship in spirit and in truth." NIV 

 
True worshippers are those who: 
Live It 
 



 
 
Jesus did not say the Father is seeking worship.  He is seeking worshippers, 
those who are living in communion with Him.  He is not looking for words, 
songs or other acts of worship.  He is looking for people who live worship. 
 
Paul had spent several chapters leading up to Romans 12 describing God’s 
amazing love and mercy that He has shown to Jews and Gentiles.  The 
response is called for in Romans 12:1: 

Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your 
bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God — this is your 
spiritual act of worship. NIV 

 
The time has now come when the true worshippers will worship.  Now is the 
time to enter into true worship.  Circumstances may make it difficult.  The 
anticipation of heaven may tempt you to put it off until you arrive.  Become a 
true worshipper now. 
 
Worship is opening one's heart to God and enjoying a relationship of loving 
communion with Him. 
 
Brother Lawrence (c. 1605-1691) served in a monastery kitchen and lived out 
such seamlessness between his faith and his work: 

The time of business does not with me differ from the time of prayer; and 
in the noise and clatter of my kitchen, while several persons are at the 
same time calling for different things, I possess God in as great 
tranquility as if I were upon my knees at the blessed sacrament. 

 
The next time you go to work, ride to school, wash the dishes or mow the lawn 
can be an act of worship. 
 
When you think of worship, do you think of it as something you do on Sunday?  
Do you think of singing, clapping and raising your hands?  Worship is much 
more than these.  Worship is to be lived. 
 
True worshippers are those who: 
Live It 
Feed It 
 



 
 
The Father is the great initiator of a love relationship with you.  Your role is to 
embrace His love and to feed it in your spirit. 
 
Psalm 89:15 explains that you can learn to worship: 
 Blessed are those who have learned to acclaim you, who walk in the light 

of your presence, O LORD. NIV 
 
The Samaritan woman in John 4 was doing all she could to wriggle out of this 
heart-to-heart talk with Jesus.  Her theological arguments were attempts to 
sway the conversation in a direction that would not address her heart condition 
before God.  Jesus lovingly and firmly kept the conversation on track.  The 
main point of this discussion was to call the woman to worship God. 
 
There is something in us that runs from intimacy and another part of us that 
craves it.  It is as if one arm is out to keep others away while the other is ready 
to embrace.  This is true of our relationships with people and of our 
relationship with God.  Our minds, our fears and our busyness all seek to draw 
us away from closeness with our Creator. 
 
A woman parishioner demanded a house call by her pastor.  He came, sat by 
her bed, and listened to all her whining and complaining.  He counselled finally, 
"I think you will find help from some passages in the Bible which I wish to read 
to you." 
 
In a syrupy voice she called to her little daughter playing in the next room, 
"Darling, bring mother that old book she loves so much."  Promptly the little girl 
brought in a copy of TV Guide magazine. 
 
Paul testifies of his worship in 1 Corinthians 14:15, "I will sing with my spirit 
and I will sing with my understanding."  There are times when the English 
language will fail you in expressing your worship.  During these times the Holy 
Spirit can connect with your spirit and languages of men and of angels will flow 
from your mouth in response.  The Bible calls these languages that you did not 
learn to speak by natural means tongues.  Speaking and singing in tongues will 
open another dimension of worship to you that I encourage you to enter into. 
 
It has been observed that in most worship services the minister is on stage, 
God is the prompter, and the congregation is the audience.  In Biblical worship, 
the congregation ought to be on stage, the minister the prompter, and God the 



audience.  We need to challenge the historic pattern of performing clergy and 
dormant people. 
 
What are you doing to feed and encourage the work of the Holy Spirit in you?  
He is very sensitive - He will touch you and change you only as you welcome 
Him and give Him the opportunity. 
 
True worshippers are those who: 
Live It 
Feed It 
Mean It 
 

 
 
The Father is looking for those who worship in truth.  True worship starts from 
the deepest part of who you are and is reflected in your actions that are 
consistent with your words. 
 
Our human tendency is to worship only at times when we feel like it.  We 
somehow have the idea that we truly mean it only when the emotions are there.  
Just because you do not feel like it does not mean that you do not mean it. 
 
Job's faith in the Lord was severely tested and proved to be much deeper than a 
comfortable life.  Job's heart for God and for worship is demonstrated in Job 
1:18-20: 
 18 While he was still speaking, yet another messenger came and said, 

"Your sons and daughters were feasting and drinking wine at the oldest 
brother's house, 19 when suddenly a mighty wind swept in from the 
desert and struck the four corners of the house.  It collapsed on them 
and they are dead, and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!" 20 
At this, Job got up and tore his robe and shaved his head.  Then he fell to 
the ground in worship. NIV 

 
Job worshipped at a time when there were no goose bumps.  His life was falling 
apart around him but His faith in the Lord remained unshakeable.  True 
worship has no connection with your circumstances in life. 
 
Experiences are not worship; they are opportunities for worship.  You discover 
the possibility of having worshipful experiences only when you forget about 
your own experience altogether.  You are the most worshipful when you are the 



least conscious of the worship itself. 
 
To worship in truth is to worship with your mind.  It means to enlarge your 
understanding of God by studying His Word and by learning about Him.  You 
will find your capacity to worship in truth will enlarge as your understanding of 
God and His truth expands. 
 
The reason some of us find it difficult to think is that we haven't had much 
previous experience. 
 
Our perspective of God's presence in worship determines our entire approach.  
Since God is the subject of worship, our attitude toward Him is crucial.  There 
are two commonly held perspectives that must be challenged: 
1. Bringing God down.  Many worship leaders try to get rid of any obstacles 

that keep God from "coming down."  This perspective reflects more the 
worshippers of Baal on Mount Carmel (1 Kings 18:25-29) than worshippers 
of the one true God. 

 
2. Lifting us up.  Attempting to lift the congregation "up" to God is similarly 

misguided.  Worship leaders who take this approach can end up acting like 
cheerleaders because of the emphasis on lively music and physical 
movement.  It's as if they think we need to re-enact Pentecost. 

 
We do not worship to bring God down or to lift us up.  True worship 
acknowledges God's presence already amongst us. 
 
What do you need to do to grow in your understanding of God?  Are you 
committed to worshipping regardless of your feelings and circumstances? 
 
When it comes to missionaries, there is perhaps no name more respected than 
that of Hudson Taylor (1832-1905).  This remarkable man is considered by 
many to be the father of modern faith missions.  What was it that made 
Hudson Taylor the man he became and was, right to the end?  His son and 
daughter-in-law, who travelled constantly with him in his later years, testified 
that very often they would be travelling over a hard cobblestone road for many 
hours in a springless cart.  Arriving at a Chinese inn late at night, they would 
endeavour to obtain a little corner in a room for their father, for usually in 
those inns there was just one large room where everybody slept.  He was now 
an aged man; but without fail, every morning just before dawn there would be 
the scratching of a match and the lighting of a candle, and Hudson Taylor 
would worship God.  This was the key to his life.  It was said that even before 
the sun rose on China, Hudson Taylor was worshipping God.  Hudson Taylor 
was a close friend of God. 
 
I want people to become worshippers, but where am I to start?  The world is so 
vast, I shall start with the country I know best, my own.  But my country is so 



very large.  I had better start with my city.  But my city, too, is large.  I had best 
start with my street.  No - my home.  No - my family.  Never mind, I shall start 
with myself. 
 
True worshippers are those who: 
Live It 
Feed It 
Mean It 
 
God is looking for people who are worshippers. 
 

 
 


