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Theme:  Most of what our culture depicts as an ideal man contradicts heaven's 
model. 
 
Text:  Luke 6:17-26 
 
Here’s a thought:  He who dies with the most toys still dies. 
 
Gospel musician Hilding Halverson overheard a conversation between his son 
and two other little boys.  The youngsters were bragging about their dads.  One 
boy said proudly, "My dad knows the mayor of our town!"  Another boasted, 
"So, my dad knows the governor of our state!"  Halverson's son then came up 
with this touching comment, "That's nothing - my dad knows God!" 
 
Upon hearing this, Halverson quickly slipped away to his room and with tears 
in his eyes said, “O God, I pray that my boy will always be able to say, ‘My dad 
knows God.’”  He knew he had been paid the supreme tribute. 
 
In the Gospel of Luke 6:17-26 Jesus paints the picture of the kind of man I 
want to be: 
 17 He [Jesus] went down with them and stood on a level place.  A large 

crowd of his disciples was there and a great number of people from all 
over Judea, from Jerusalem, and from the coast of Tyre and Sidon, 18 
who had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases.  Those 
troubled by evil spirits were cured, 19 and the people all tried to touch 
him, because power was coming from him and healing them all. 20 
Looking at his disciples, he said:  "Blessed are you who are poor, for 
yours is the kingdom of God. 21 Blessed are you who hunger now, for 
you will be satisfied.  Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh. 
22 Blessed are you when men hate you, when they exclude you and 
insult you and reject your name as evil, because of the Son of Man. 23 
Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is your reward in 
heaven.  For that is how their fathers treated the prophets. 24 But woe to 
you who are rich, for you have already received your comfort. 25 Woe to 
you who are well fed now, for you will go hungry.  Woe to you who laugh 
now, for you will mourn and weep. 26 Woe to you when all men speak 



 

well of you, for that is how their fathers treated the false prophets." NIV 
 
A man that is measured by God as head and shoulders above the crowd is: 
A - Attractive 
B - Bankrupt 
C - Confusing 
 
A - Attractive (Luke 6:17-19) 
 

 
 
A large crowd gathered with Jesus on the mountainside.  Luke reports that two 
different kinds of people were there.  One group is designated "His disciples."  
The word used here means "learners" or "students."  These were people who 
already knew something about Jesus, had committed themselves to Him, and 
were eager to learn more about Him.  The other group came from various 
backgrounds, probably Jews and Gentiles, who were familiar with Jesus but 
had not yet made any kind of commitment to Him. 
 
Phyllis asked her friend, "What is the most important to you when looking for a 
husband - wealth, appearance, or intelligence?" 
 
Donna instantly replied, "Appearance - and the sooner the better." 
 
These people in Luke 6 were attracted to Jesus for differing reasons.  Some 
came to hear Him.  They were certainly not going to be disappointed.  Others 
came to be healed.  Power was coming from Him and healing them all.  This 
passage reveals that there are illnesses brought about by natural causes and 
illnesses inflicted by demons.  The Lord healed both then and He does the 
same today.  It would be a mistake for us to assume when we are praying for a 
sick person's healing that it would be through natural or demonic causes.  
Christians are sometimes too quick to swing to one method of prayer or 
another. 
 
There have been other Biblical characters that were attractive.  Solomon ruled 
the people of Israel about 1,000 years before Christ.  1 Kings 10:1-9 describes 
the pinnacle of his career: 
 1 When the queen of Sheba heard about the fame of Solomon and his 

relation to the name of the LORD, she came to test him with hard 
questions. 2 Arriving at Jerusalem with a very great caravan - with 



 

camels carrying spices, large quantities of gold, and precious stones - 
she came to Solomon and talked with him about all that she had on her 
mind. 3 Solomon answered all her questions; nothing was too hard for 
the king to explain to her. 4 When the queen of Sheba saw all the 
wisdom of Solomon and the palace he had built, 5 the food on his table, 
the seating of his officials, the attending servants in their robes, his 
cupbearers, and the burnt offerings he made at the temple of the LORD, 
she was overwhelmed. 6 She said to the king, "The report I heard in my 
own country about your achievements and your wisdom is true. 7 But I 
did not believe these things until I came and saw with my own eyes.  
Indeed, not even half was told me; in wisdom and wealth you have far 
exceeded the report I heard. 8 How happy your men must be!  How 
happy your officials, who continually stand before you and hear your 
wisdom! 9 Praise be to the LORD your God, who has delighted in you and 
placed you on the throne of Israel.  Because of the Lord's eternal love for 
Israel, he has made you king, to maintain justice and righteousness." 
NIV 

 
Jesus was and is a figure that attracts attention.  People are attracted to Him 
because of the love, wisdom and power that comes from Him.  My desire is for 
those same qualities to flow from me and I hope that you men desire them too.  
As you get to know Jesus Christ in a life-changing way and allow His love, 
wisdom and power to flow through you the world will beat a path to your door.  
The qualities that He can cultivate in you can really make you attractive.  Are 
you attractive now?  What draws people to you or what repels them from you? 
 
A man that is measured by God as head and shoulders above the crowd is: 
A - Attractive 
B - Bankrupt (Luke 6:20-23) 
 

 
 
Whether Matthew and Luke report the same sermon or different ones, both 
begin with Beatitudes, blessings pronounced upon people of certain conditions, 
attitude and behaviour.  Matthew lists nine of these while Luke mentions only 
four.  The word beatitude is derived from the Latin word that means blessed.  
The word that is rendered blessed is difficult to translate from the original 
Greek.  Some modern translations have it as "happy," but happiness as many 
people think of it depends upon external conditions.  When these conditions 
change, the happiness disappears.  Jesus is talking here about an attitude that 



 

transcends circumstances. 
 
Luke mentions first a blessing upon the poor.  The parallel in Matthew is upon 
the "poor in spirit," and this seems to be the intent of Luke also.  Jesus is not 
saying there is any great virtue in being physically poor.  But poverty can and 
often does lead one to a total dependence upon God.  When you realize that 
only God can supply your needs, this attitude prepares you to become a citizen 
of His kingdom. 
 
Solomon filed for this kind of bankruptcy early in life and impressed God in 1 
Kings 3:4-10: 
 4 The king went to Gibeon to offer sacrifices, for that was the most 

important high place, and Solomon offered a thousand burnt offerings on 
that altar. 5 At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon during the night 
in a dream, and God said, "Ask for whatever you want me to give you." 6 
Solomon answered, "You have shown great kindness to your servant, my 
father David, because he was faithful to you and righteous and upright 
in heart.  You have continued this great kindness to him and have given 
him a son to sit on his throne this very day. 7 "Now, O LORD my God, 
you have made your servant king in place of my father David.  But I am 
only a little child and do not know how to carry out my duties. 8 Your 
servant is here among the people you have chosen, a great people, too 
numerous to count or number. 9 So give your servant a discerning heart 
to govern your people and to distinguish between right and wrong.  For 
who is able to govern this great people of yours?" 10 The Lord was 
pleased that Solomon had asked for this. NIV 

 
Luke's second Beatitude parallels Matthew's fourth Beatitude.  Realizing this 
can help us to understand that Jesus was not putting any great value on 
physical hunger.  While fasting may have some value both physically and 
spiritually, that is not what Jesus is talking about here.  He is commending 
those "who hunger and thirst for righteousness."  Such people long for 
godliness and holiness as intently as a starving man longs for bread.  Jesus 
assured His audience that such striving would be rewarded. 
 
Luke's third Beatitude is for those who weep.  In this context Jesus clearly 
made reference to the weeping that arises over spiritual matters.  He certainly 
did not intend to include those who weep because they have been caught in 
their misdeeds or have failed in some evil deed.  Rather, Jesus was 
commending godly sorrow that leads to repentance. 
 
The last Beatitude is a prediction that the disciples would begin to see fulfilled 
within a few months.  Ordinarily we do not consider it a blessing when we are 
hated, yet Jesus insisted that this is a blessing.  This hatred goes beyond being 
ignored by your enemies.  Jesus' followers would soon be expelled from the 
synagogue, imprisoned and beaten. 



 

 
In God's economy you are on your way to great wealth when you do not invest 
in the world's commodities.  You can take the values of our culture - self-
reliance, self-satisfaction, a comfortable life and popularity - and flip them over 
to find true value in God's sight.  Our society will not lead you down the road 
toward God.  To have the Almighty fill your life with His virtues and rewards 
you must first declare bankruptcy before Him. 
 
Do you find yourself pursuing the values of this world?  Do you care more 
about your own comfort and what others think of you than about how rich you 
are toward God and how He thinks of you?  I urge you to give up that 
meaningless pursuit and come to Him, admitting your emptiness and inviting 
Him to fill you. 
 
A man that is measured by God as head and shoulders above the crowd is: 
A - Attractive 
B - Bankrupt 
C - Confusing (Luke 6:24-26) 
 

 
 
What do you see in this image?  It depends upon your perspective. 
 
After promising four blessings, Jesus turned to the other side of the coin to 
reveal four woes.  The first of these is aimed at the rich.  Jesus was not 
condemning wealth as such.  Rather, He was condemning greed that gets 
wealth unjustly, the arrogance and self-sufficiency that a reliance upon riches 
often brings.  Remember:  He who dies with the most toys still dies. 
 
This warning should be heeded by affluent Canadians.  In our privileged land, 
even those who live below the so-called poverty line fare much better than most 
of those to whom Jesus spoke.  The Lord is calling you not to feel guilty about 
your affluence, but to refuse to allow it to become your master. 
 
Jesus' next woe is pronounced against those "who are well fed."  This does not 
suggest that there is inherently any virtue in malnutrition.  The ones 



 

condemned here are the same rich who are condemned in the previous verse.  
Their wealth allows them to have their appetites satisfied.  They seek to find 
new thrills that will arouse their taste buds.  Their sin is not in having wealth, 
but in using it selfishly and wastefully. 
 
Jesus described the third woe against those "who laugh now."  He was not 
condemning all laughter.  Here He is condemning the boastful, haughty 
laughter of those who are self-satisfied and show no concern for others who are 
hungry or suffering. 
 
The final woe was reserved for those who win all the popularity contests.  One 
can gain universal popularity only by resorting to deception and flattery.  Just 
as one can be known by the friends he keeps, so he may also be known by his 
enemies.  One who takes a stand for truth, no matter how lovingly he may do 
so, is certain to alienate those who have committed themselves to beliefs that 
deny God and His power. 
 
A man visiting a zoo was astounded to see an orangutan with a Bible in one 
hand and a copy of Darwin's "Origin of the Species" in the other.  The man 
asked, "Excuse me, but are you actually reading those books?" 
 
"Of course," the ape replied. 
 
"Well," said the man, "are you sure you understand what you are reading?" 
 
"I'm not so sure," explained the orangutan.  "This book says I'm my brother's 
keeper and the other one says I'm my keeper's brother." 
 
A real man is confusing to those who are not heavenly minded.  Such a man 
does not sacrifice his soul to chase the almighty dollar, to accumulate all the 
luxuries he can, to pad his life with continual entertainment or to win the 
approval of others.  A real man is confusing to most people but makes perfect 
sense to the One who created him and died for him. 
 
King Solomon grew less confusing to the ungodly nations around him by 
becoming like them.  His tragic finish is described in 1 Kings 11:1-6: 
 1 King Solomon, however, loved many foreign women besides Pharaoh's 

daughter - Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians and Hittites. 2 
They were from nations about which the LORD had told the Israelites, 
"You must not intermarry with them, because they will surely turn your 
hearts after their gods."  Nevertheless, Solomon held fast to them in love. 
3 He had seven hundred wives of royal birth and three hundred 
concubines, and his wives led him astray. 4 As Solomon grew old, his 
wives turned his heart after other gods, and his heart was not fully 
devoted to the LORD his God, as the heart of David his father had been. 
5 He followed Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, and Molech the 



 

detestable god of the Ammonites. 6 So Solomon did evil in the eyes of the 
LORD; he did not follow the LORD completely, as David his father had 
done. NIV 

 
To whom do you make sense?  Consider those who approve of you - are they 
people who would nudge you toward Jesus Christ or who wish to lead you 
away from Him?  If they are enticing you away from the Lord you have a choice 
to make.  Who is it going to be - Him or them? 
 
A godly man's young son had become very ill.  After the boy had undergone an 
exhaustive series of tests, the father was told the shocking news that his son 
had a terminal illness.  The youngster had accepted Jesus Christ as his Lord 
and Saviour, so his father knew that death would usher him into heaven; but 
he wondered how to inform someone so young that he soon would die.  After 
earnestly seeking the direction of the Holy Spirit, he went with a heavy heart 
through the hospital ward to the boy's bedside.  First, he read a passage of 
Scripture and had a time of prayer with his dear child.  Then he gently told him 
that the doctors could promise him only a few more days to live.  "Are you 
afraid to meet Jesus, my boy?" asked his devout father. 
 
Blinking away a few tears, the little fellow replied bravely, "No, not if He's like 
you, Dad!" 
 
A man that is measured by God as head and shoulders above the crowd is: 
A - Attractive 
B - Bankrupt 
C - Confusing 
 
You might have concluded by now that Jesus' words do not apply to men only.  
Women, boys and girls would also do well to cooperate with the Holy Spirit in 
cultivating these qualities in your life. 
 
Most of what our culture depicts as an ideal man contradicts heaven's model. 
 

 
 


