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Theme:  The size of the One holding the resources is more important than the 
size of the resources. 
 
Text:  John 6:1-15 
 
Here’s a thought:  While we do everything we possibly can to avoid being 
desperate and vulnerable, the greatest miracle and heavenly provision can 
come in such a moment. 
 
Open with this 1:20 video clip, “Five Loaves and Two Fish”, at 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=rFvQZdVYKPI. 
 
Let’s jump into John 6:1-15: 

1 Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of the Sea of 
Galilee (that is, the Sea of Tiberias), 2 and a great crowd of people 
followed him because they saw the miraculous signs he had performed 
on the sick. 3 Then Jesus went up on a mountainside and sat down with 
his disciples. 4 The Jewish Passover Feast was near. 5 When Jesus 
looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, 
"Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?" 6 He asked this only 
to test him, for he already had in mind what he was going to do. 7 Philip 
answered him, "Eight months' wages would not buy enough bread for 
each one to have a bite!" 8 Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon 
Peter's brother, spoke up, 9 "Here is a boy with five small barley loaves 
and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?" 10 Jesus 
said, "Have the people sit down."  There was plenty of grass in that place, 
and the men sat down, about five thousand of them. 11 Jesus then took 
the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those who were seated as 
much as they wanted.  He did the same with the fish. 12 When they had 
all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, "Gather the pieces that are 
left over.  Let nothing be wasted." 13 So they gathered them and filled 
twelve baskets with the pieces of the five barley loaves left over by those 
who had eaten. 14 After the people saw the miraculous sign that Jesus 
did, they began to say, "Surely this is the Prophet who is to come into the 
world." 15 Jesus, knowing that they intended to come and make him 



king by force, withdrew again to a mountain by himself. NIV 
 
My family and I saw the area where Jesus fed the 5,000 men (plus women and 
children).  Here is a photo taken from the Mount of Beatitudes looking over this 
hillside with the Sea of Galilee in the background: 
 

 
 
Very different results come from the hands of: 
People (John 6:1-9) 
Jesus (John 6:10-15) 
 
People (John 6:1-9) 
 

 
 
Let’s back up a little further in Mark’s account of the same incident in Mark 
6:30-34: 

30 The apostles gathered around Jesus and reported to him all they had 
done and taught. 31 Then, because so many people were coming and 
going that they did not even have a chance to eat, he said to them, 
"Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest." 32 So 
they went away by themselves in a boat to a solitary place. 33 But many 
who saw them leaving recognized them and ran on foot from all the 
towns and got there ahead of them. 34 When Jesus landed and saw a 
large crowd, he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep 
without a shepherd.  So he began teaching them many things. NIV 

 
Jesus and the disciples were running on empty, they were out of gas.  However, 
there was something unique about Jesus – He had a shepherd’s heart that 
stirred Him to care for these people.  Matthew, Mark and Luke record the 



disciples urging Jesus to send the people away from this remote place to find 
food and lodging elsewhere.  Out of sight and out of mind – the problem would 
be solved!  Depersonalizing needy people and distancing ourselves from their 
needs is a common strategy for avoiding charity and generosity.  But before we 
get too self-righteous let’s admit that we all do it. 
 
By the way, isn’t it ironic how our society is humanizing our animals and 
dehumanizing our unborn and elderly? 
 
Jesus approached this situation very differently - He wanted them to feed the 
people.  Even though Jesus already had a plan, He tested Philip by asking, 
"Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?"  How would you have 
answered if you were Philip?  Knowing there was no market, grocery store, 
catering company or convenience store for miles and knowing they did not have 
a lot of money, Philip threw up his hands and replied, “"Eight months' wages 
would not buy enough bread for each one to have a bite!" 
 
Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, spoke up, "Here is a 
boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go 
among so many?"  Give Andrew credit because he at least looked for a solution 
to their problem.  I can imagine Andrew glancing around for the answer to 
Jesus’ question.  However, he too was at a loss to see how their limited 
resources could even begin to meet the need. 
 
It is interesting that Matthew (Matthew 14:13-21), Mark (Mark 6:35-44) and 
Luke (Luke 9:12-17) do not mention that the five loaves and two fish came from 
a boy.  The Apostle John, though, notes that such a boy was brought forward.  
It is interesting that a boy – not a man – has this food.  Perhaps the age and 
size of this boy magnifies the contrast between the resources and the need even 
more. 
 
This blooper appeared in a church bulletin:  “The Fasting & Prayer Conference 
includes meals.” 
 
Have you ever been in charge of the food for a large family gathering or a 
church potluck meal?  Have you felt the stress of wondering if you are going to 
have enough food to serve everyone? 
 
In a society that idolizes independence and self-sufficiency, we find it 
particularly difficult to arrive at the end of our rope.  When we are on the brink 
of exhaustion or bankruptcy we want to shake our fists at heaven and shout, 
“How dare you God!  How dare you let things get so bad?”  Ironically, your state 
of desperation can be the very place where the Lord can most readily show His 
glory.  While we do everything we possibly can to avoid being desperate and 
vulnerable, the greatest miracle and heavenly provision can come in such a 
moment. 



 
Paul learned this lesson in 2 Corinthians 12:7-10: 

7 To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly 
great revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of 
Satan, to torment me. 8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it 
away from me. 9 But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my 
power is made perfect in weakness."  Therefore I will boast all the more 
gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me. 10 
That is why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in 
hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties.  For when I am weak, then I 
am strong. NIV 

 
While I am pretty sure the disciples did not take the boy’s food, we can’t be 
sure if he sold them his supply or donated his five loaves and two fish. 
 
What would have happened if the boy had refused to give up his food?  Would 
he have thwarted Jesus’ plan if he withheld?  Surely the Holy Spirit could have 
shown Jesus another willing candidate to be used in this time and place!  
Surely the One through whom the universe was created could have made from 
scratch a meal that would have satisfied this big crowd!  While we can get 
desperate pretty quickly, the unflappable and unlimited God is never in need 
but only looks for willing partners to share in His work. 
 
Are you facing some odds that are stacked against you?  Are you feeling 
overwhelmed? 
 
Very different results come from the hands of: 
People (John 6:1-9) 
Jesus (John 6:10-15) 
 

 
 
Having stumped the disciples with His probing question of how to feed the 
people, I can almost hear Jesus thinking, “Okay, now let me show you how we 
can do this.”  His thoughts are expressed in this simple directive, “Have the 
people sit down.” 
 
It was customary among the Jews to give thanks to God at the beginning of 
every meal.  Not all habits and traditions are bad, so we should likewise be 
thankful when we enjoy God’s provision. 



 
John does not record this, but Matthew, Mark and Luke record that Jesus gave 
the pieces of the loaves and fish to the disciples to distribute.  Were these 
pieces multiplied before or after they were in the hands of the disciples?  We 
can speculate on how this looked, but it is noteworthy that Jesus involved the 
disciples in the multiplication and distribution of the food. 
 
Jesus could complete His work today without our involvement but He invites 
us to participate in His great plans, even though we would tend to publicize 
such a miracle more than He would: 
 

 
 
When we count up the men, women and children, at least 15,000 people were 
fed that day by one boy’s contribution!  When they all had enough to eat, He 
said to his disciples, "Gather the pieces that are left over.  Let nothing be 
wasted."  So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the uneaten 
food. 
 
The baskets referred to here were probably the ordinary travelling baskets that 
the Jews took with them when on a journey.  They carried their provisions in 
them so eating the food of the Gentiles might not pollute them and sometimes 
they carried hay in them, on which they slept at night. 
 
The leftovers are considerably more than when they started.  It was a Roman 
custom always to have some food left over after a meal to indicate more than 
adequate provision.  Jesus reveals himself as the ultimate host and steward 
that avoids waste. 
 
There is a Biblical promise at work here and this is articulated by the Apostle 
Paul in 2 Corinthians 9:6, “Remember this:  Whoever sows sparingly will also 
reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously.” NIV 
 
This boy sowed five loaves and two fish and reaped feeding the multitudes with 
twelve baskets of leftovers!  This boy is an unsung hero of the Bible, not 
because he did anything spectacular but because he simply made his 



resources available to the Lord. 
 
When the people saw these results, they intended to make Jesus king by force.  
Instead, Jesus withdrew to a mountain by Himself (John 6:15).  The Jews had 
often suffered from famine while their enemies subdued them.  Noticing how 
Jesus had fed all these people, they wanted to seize the opportunity to turn the 
tables with Jesus as their leader.  Beware of imposing our agenda upon Jesus, 
however, as His ways are higher than our ways. 
 
Kittie Louise Suffield (1884–1972) wrote a hymn in 1924 called, "Little is Much 
When God is in it."  A profound message! 
 
God desires to work with us.  He asks us to participate in His love and His 
work.  Jesus could have easily performed the same miracle out of a rock or the 
air or out of nothing.  After all, He created everything out of nothing.  But He 
doesn’t do that here. 
 
When the disciples don’t have enough food to feed everyone, Jesus doesn’t say, 
“Don’t worry about it.  I’ll pick up the tab.”  Instead, He basically replies, “Well, 
give me whatever you have.”  They did and from five loaves of bread and two 
fish He feeds thousands of people.  Jesus didn’t need the five loaves or the two 
fish.  In fact, there is far more than that left over after everyone eats!  From a 
practical standpoint, the contribution made by the boy and the disciples for 
that night’s dinner was insignificant.  But it was a contribution and it was all 
that they had.  And that’s exactly the point. 
 
We are often faced with our own five thousand to feed – in whatever form that 
might take.  And many times we can’t see how our five loaves and two fish are 
going to get the job done.  But God simply asks that we give all that we have.  
This is all we can do and this is all that God wants.  God does not need you 
and your resources but He invites you to participate in His plan. 
 
So no matter how little you have to work with, don’t worry or stress.  Just give 
it all to the task at hand and God will take care of whatever else truly needs to 
get done.  Just give Him your five loaves and your two fish. 
 
Who has control of your resources?  Will you hang on to them or will you 
surrender them to Jesus? 
 
Very different results come from the hands of: 
People (John 6:1-9) 
Jesus (John 6:10-15) 
 
The size of the One holding the resources is more important than the size of the 
resources. 



 

 
 


