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Theme:  The Lord enjoys praise from those who are responsive. 
 
Text:  Luke 19:28-40 
 
Here’s a thought:  Smith Wigglesworth testified of his relationship with the 
Lord, "At the slightest whisper I obey." 
 
Napoleon thought he could be great because he founded a kingdom on force.  
Perhaps it's worth listening to his words of warning at the end of his life.  
Napoleon concluded: 
 Alexander, Caesar, Charlemagne, and myself founded empires.  But on 

what did we rest the creations of our genius?  Upon force.  Jesus Christ 
alone founded his empire upon love.  And at this hour millions of men 
would die for him. 

 
Today is Palm Sunday.  Almost 2,000 years ago there rode into Jerusalem a 
humble king that drew a mixed response from people.  The Almighty God who 
had become a man could have demanded worship and adulation.  Luke 19:28-
40 describes that Palm Sunday: 
 28 After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 

29 As he approached Bethphage and Bethany at the hill called the 
Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples, saying to them, 30 "Go to 
the village ahead of you, and as you enter it, you will find a colt tied 
there, which no one has ever ridden.  Untie it and bring it here. 31 If 
anyone asks you, 'Why are you untying it?' tell him, 'The Lord needs it.'" 
32 Those who were sent ahead went and found it just as he had told 
them. 33 As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, "Why are 
you untying the colt?" 34 They replied, "The Lord needs it." 35 They 
brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt and put Jesus on it. 
36 As he went along, people spread their cloaks on the road. 37 When he 
came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives, the 
whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all 
the miracles they had seen: 38 "Blessed is the king who comes in the 
name of the Lord!"  "Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!" 39 Some 



 

of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, "Teacher, rebuke your 
disciples!" 40 "I tell you," he replied, "if they keep quiet, the stones will 
cry out." NIV 

 
Where God is moving there are people who are: 
Obedient 
Open 
Opposed 
 
Obedient 
 

 
 
Whatever fears the disciples may have had as Jesus journeyed toward 
Jerusalem, they went unrecorded by Luke.  The quiet determination that Jesus 
displayed may have silenced this concern.  Jesus left Jericho early Friday and 
arrived at Bethany, the home of Mary and Martha on Friday afternoon, just 
before the beginning of the Sabbath (Saturday).  Jesus rested there on the 
Sabbath and was entertained at a meal, perhaps on Saturday evening after the 
Sabbath ended at sunset. 
 
On Sunday Jesus resumed His trip to Jerusalem.  On the way, He and His 
disciples approached the village of Bethphage, just east of Jerusalem.  Here 
Jesus sent two of His disciples into the village to bring back the colt for Him to 
ride into Jerusalem.  Matthew's Gospel points out that the Messiah's coming 
on a colt, the foal of a donkey, is a fulfilment of a prophecy found in the book of 
Zechariah. 
 
This is the only time that Jesus was recorded as travelling on land by means 
other than on foot.  Perhaps he was re-enacting the return of King David to 
Jerusalem after the rebellion of his son Absalom about 1,000 years earlier. 
 
Jesus may or may not have talked with the owner of the donkey prior to the 
day He came into Jerusalem.  Apparently, the disciples did not understand 
what was happening.  John 12:16 reveals: 
 At first his disciples did not understand all this.  Only after Jesus was 

glorified did they realize that these things had been written about him 
and that they had done these things to him. NIV 



 

 
Painters can be obedient too . . . 
 
Phil:  Aren't you getting hot doing your painting all bundled up like that? 
 
Bill:  Well, it says right here on the paint can to be sure to put on two coats. 
 
Even though they did not realize the significance of what was about to happen, 
the disciples were obedient to their Lord's directions.  They did not stop and 
ask 20 questions to satisfy their curiosity before they obeyed.  Their obedience 
set up a wonderful opportunity for their Lord to be glorified. 
 
Smith Wigglesworth (1859-1947) testified of his relationship with the Lord, "At 
the slightest whisper I obey." 
 
Do you need to fully understand God and His ways before you obey Him?  You 
will miss out on a lot of opportunities if you live this way. 
 
Where God is moving there are people who are: 
Obedient 
Open 
 

 
 
Whether Jesus had talked with the donkey's owner before this day or not, I 
doubt the owner knew the details of why the Lord wanted his donkey.  
Nevertheless, he was open to letting Him use it - a privilege extended to kings 
and rabbis. 
 
Taking His seat on the colt, He rode down the slope of the Mount of Olives 
toward the city.  By this time a sizeable crowd had gathered.  In addition to the 
residents, many visitors had come to Jerusalem early in preparation for the 
Passover Feast.  Others had accompanied Jesus when He came from Jericho.  
Word quickly passed among these people that Jesus was boldly going to enter 
Jerusalem, an open challenge to His enemies.  Jesus' friends naturally wanted 
to be there to support Him, and the curiosity seekers wanted to be there to 
witness the confrontation. 
 
This was no ordinary occasion for Jesus' friends.  As He approached the brow 



 

of the hill, they spread their garments on the road before Him and began to 
shout and praise God.  It was usual to strew flowers and branches, to spread 
carpets and garments in the way of conquerors and great princes, and of others 
to whom it was intended to show particular honour and respect. 
 
Those who had come from Galilee with Him broke into praise over the mighty 
works which they had seen, no doubt in anticipation of more to follow in 
Jerusalem itself.  They hailed Jesus as the coming One, the King who 
possessed divine authority. 
 
All four Gospel accounts report the triumphal entry, but each includes some 
different details, especially the shouts of the crowd.  One of the shouts of 
acclaim reported by Luke - "Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the 
Lord" - is a quotation from Psalm 118:26, which was often sung during the 
Passover.  It was certainly a most appropriate quotation to use for this 
occasion.  They also shouted, "Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!"  This 
reminds us of the angels' song at Jesus' birth. 
 
The other Gospel writers record the crowd shouting "Hosanna!" to Jesus.  This 
was a Hebrew expression meaning "Save!" or "Help, I pray!" which became an 
exclamation of praise. 
 
The praises of the crowd sprang from hearts that were impressed with the 
miracles that Jesus had done.  These people seem to have expected some kind 
of military uprising by Jesus despite all He had said to the contrary.  
Repeatedly He had explained that His kingdom was not of this world.  Despite 
this they still expected Jesus to lead a political revolution against the Roman 
Empire and to win their independence. 
 
In a few short days their hopes and expectations would be dashed as they saw 
Him arrested, tried and crucified by the Romans.  Their shouts would no longer 
be, "Hosanna!"  In their disgust for the One who disappointed them they would 
soon be shouting, "Crucify him!" 
 
Even though this fickle crowd who praised God didn't understand completely 
who Jesus was, these people still put a gratifying smile on Jesus' face.  They 
were at least open to welcoming Him to their city.  At this point they were 
seekers, wanting to know more about this Jesus of Nazareth. 
 
Do you want to learn more about Jesus?  We invite you to join us in getting to 
know Him better. 
 
Where God is moving there are people who are: 
Obedient 



 

Open 
Opposed 
 

 
 
Not everyone shouted and rejoiced that day in Jerusalem.  Some of the 
Pharisees were quite upset.  These religious leaders, fearful of the 
consequences, warned Jesus to silence His enthusiastic followers.  He was not 
prepared to do so, for in a deeper sense than the crowds realized their words 
were true - the Messiah had come.  Jesus' refusal to silence the praises of His 
followers really rubbed these Pharisees the wrong way. 
 
At the close of a service conducted by a famous evangelist, a woman came up 
to him and was terribly upset.  "I'll never come to hear you again as long as I 
live," she said.  "I have been insulted and well, you just stroked the fur the 
wrong way." 
 
"No," the evangelist replied calmly.  "I didn't stroke the fur the wrong way.  I 
stroked the fur the right way, but the cat was going in the wrong direction." 
 
Why did these religious leaders oppose Jesus?  They understood that people 
were hailing Jesus as the King, the Messiah.  Since they rejected Jesus' claims, 
they considered the crowd's acclamations as blasphemous.  They may also 
have feared that such a demonstrative crowd would attract the attention of the 
Roman officials and lead to greater oppression on their part. 
 
Jesus of Nazareth was a threat to their power.  These men enjoyed their 
prestige and notoriety amongst the people.  If Jesus was indeed the Messiah 
they would have to surrender the lordship of their lives to Him. 
 
Michael Ignatieff observed in his book, The Needs of Strangers, "What a man 
does not want to believe, he can find a way to deny." 
 
I have yet to meet an atheist who refuses to believe in God for purely 
intellectual reasons.  I have met plenty of people who deny or ignore that there 
is a God because it means this God will require the surrender of their wills to 
Him. 
 
Jesus went on to pause in His approach to Jerusalem (Luke 19:41-44).  



 

Looking down over the city, He could see the massive walls and the beautiful 
temple that had been built by Herod.  But He could see more, much more.  
With the prophetic eye, He could see the temple a smouldering ruin, the city 
walls levelled, and the citizens dead or carried into slavery.  Little wonder that 
He wept over it! 
 
I have made a disturbing observation.  Often those who oppose God and His 
ways are those who have some history with Him - directly or indirectly.  They 
conclude that He only operates in a certain way, so they dismiss whatever is 
unfamiliar to them. 
 
Are you sure that God speaks and works in certain ways and unprepared to 
accept anything different?  Are you opposing Jesus by holding on to your 
comfort zone with the beliefs, practices and material possessions you hold 
dear?  Please humble yourself before Him before you miss what He wants to do 
in your life. 
 
All around us today is a mixed bag:  some are obedient, some are open 
(undecided but seeking) and some are opposed.  On this side of heaven there 
will always be a mixed bag of responses to Jesus.  Those who are childlike in 
their response to Him will bring Him the greatest pleasure. 
 
Celeste Sibley took her three children to a diner for breakfast one morning.  It 
was crowded and they had to take separate seats at the counter. 
 
Eight-year old Mary was seated at the far end of the counter and when her food 
was served she called down to her mother in a loud voice, "Mother, don't people 
say grace in this place?" 
 
A hush came over the entire diner and before Mrs. Sibley could figure out what 
to say, the counterman interjected, "Yes, we do, sister.  You say it." 
 
All the people at the counter bowed their heads.  Mary bowed her head and in a 
clear voice prayed, "God is great, God is good, let us thank Him for our food." 
 
Where God is moving there are people who are: 
Obedient 
Open 
Opposed 
 
The Lord enjoys praise from those who are responsive. 
 



 

 
 


