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Theme:  You can rise above the injustices committed against you. 
 
Text:  Genesis 37-50 
 
Here’s a thought:  Be sure to make good decisions so you give the Lord every 
opportunity to bring good out of the tough circumstances you are going 
through. 
 
While attending a marriage seminar on communication, Wally and his wife 
Carolyn listened to the instructor declare, "It is essential that husbands and 
wives know the things that are important to each other." 
 
He addressed the men, "Can you describe your wife's favourite flower?" 
 
Wally leaned over, touched Carolyn's arm gently and whispered, "Robin Hood, 
All-Purpose, isn't it?" 
 
And thus began Wally's life of celibacy. 
 
All of us will offend and be offended.  Will we overcome our offences?  Let’s look 
at Genesis chapters 37 to 50 and go back in time 3,900 years to look at a man 
named Joseph. 
 
Joseph had: 
A Good View of Himself 
 

 
 
Joseph was born into a dysfunctional home 1,900 years Before Christ.  His 
father, Jacob, twisted things up by marrying more than one woman.  He 



obviously loved one of these women, Rachel, more than the others.  He then 
went on to show favouritism to the first son born to Rachel.  Jacob marked his 
love to Joseph by giving him a "coat of many colours", the distinctive mark of 
kings' daughters who were virgins, a long tunic reaching to the ankles.  As a 
result of Jacob’s obvious favouritism, Joseph was envied and hated by his 
brothers. 
 
On a personal level Joseph enjoyed a warm relationship with his father and he 
enjoyed his father's blessing.  Jacob trusted Joseph and confided in him much 
more than the other sons.  I am not sure this was the case with Joseph, but I 
know middle-aged adults that are still struggling to gain their father’s approval 
by putting down their siblings and trying to outperform their brothers and 
sisters!  Joseph had no doubt about his father’s love and this left a mark on 
him for the rest of his life. 
 
Joseph demonstrated a strong sense of personal security.  He was handsome 
and intelligent but often such qualities have little to do with inner security.  
Some of the best looking and most intelligent people are amongst the most 
insecure. 
 
You can often tell a secure person by how he or she responds to the challenges 
and opportunities they face.  Joseph faced overwhelming challenges and 
opportunities.  Prominent men promoted him to leadership and he had the 
choice to shrink back or to grab life by the horns.  After Joseph was sold into 
slavery in Egypt, Potiphar, the head jailer and Pharaoh all saw something 
special in Joseph and trusted him with major leadership responsibilities.  
Joseph decided to tackle these challenges. 
 
How do you see yourself?  Have you recently said, “I could never do that 
because …” 
 
Joseph had: 
A Good View of Himself 
A Good View of God 
 

 
 
While being enticed by the wife of his boss, Potiphar, to go to bed with her, 
Joseph replied in Genesis 39:9, “How then could I do such a wicked thing and 
sin against God?" NIV 



 
Having a golden opportunity to gain revenge against his brothers he makes this 
promise to them in Genesis 42:18:  “Do this and you will live, for I fear God.” 
NIV 
 
Joseph knew the presence of God in his life was to be handled with care.  He 
had learned to discern the voice of God (often in dreams) and he did not want 
to shut off the tap of God’s glory in his life.  His personal integrity was of the 
utmost importance! 
 
Genesis 39:20-21 is just one of several times where a significant phrase 
appears: 

20 Joseph's master took him and put him in prison, the place where the 
king's prisoners were confined.  But while Joseph was there in the 
prison, 21 the LORD was with him; he showed him kindness and granted 
him favour in the eyes of the prison warden. NIV 

 
As long as God is with me, what can matter more than that? 
 
It took time for Joseph to come to grips with his forced move to Egypt.  By the 
time he became a father Joseph enjoyed peace and contentment in Egypt in 
Genesis 41:50-52: 

50 Before the years of famine came, two sons were born to Joseph by 
Asenath daughter of Potiphera, priest of On. 51 Joseph named his 
firstborn Manasseh and said, "It is because God has made me forget all 
my trouble and all my father's household." 52 The second son he named 
Ephraim and said, "It is because God has made me fruitful in the land of 
my suffering." NIV 

 
By the time we got to the year 1990 Brenda and I had been married for five 
years.  I was getting close to graduating from seminary and we were dreaming 
about having children and settling into a pastorate.  We were told that Brenda 
was pregnant and it was with great excitement we announced that she was 
“with child”.  This all came to a grinding halt when we learned that Brenda had 
miscarried.  Oh, the disappointment and the sorrow!  Well-meaning friends and 
family would attempt to comfort us with, “Oh, God will give you another child.”  
Don’t ever say that to someone that has lost a child! 
 
Years later we can look back on that sad time and now see how the Lord 
brought two wonderful children into our lives.  Yes, there is still the memory 
and some pain of our miscarriage, but over time it has healed. 
 
Through the ups and downs of life I have thought a lot about Romans 8:28: 

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love 
him, who have been called according to his purpose. NIV 

 



While referring to this promising passage someone advised me, “Be sure to 
make good decisions so you give the Lord every opportunity to bring good out 
of the tough circumstances you are going through.” 
 
Have you ever sensed God's presence and peace while you were making a bed?  
I had been forced to leave my role of senior pastor and our family had to leave 
the house we lived in that is owned by that church in August of 2003.  We 
moved back to our family farm while we figured out what to do next and we 
had the opportunity to help out my aging father.  On Friday afternoon, October 
31st while Braden and I were making my dad's bed I sensed God's presence and 
peace.  I realized it doesn't matter if I serve 400 people or one person.  What 
matters most is that I serve when, where and who God wants me to serve. 
 
It is a matter of trust.  Can you and I trust the Lord to bring good out of the 
bad circumstances that we go through? 
 
Joseph had: 
A Good View of Himself 
A Good View of God 
A Good View of Others 
 

 
 
How we view the God-given authority figures in our lives shapes how we view 
others.  Joseph treated such people with respect - his father, Potiphar, head 
jailer and Pharaoh.  I have seen up close how the judgments we make about 
our parents, pastors, teachers and other authority figures become rooted in our 
hearts and we become exactly what we had vowed never to become. 
 
We get a summary of Jacob’s family life in Genesis 37:2: 

This is the story of Jacob.  The story continues with Joseph, seventeen 
years old at the time, helping out his brothers in herding the flocks.  
These were his half brothers actually, the sons of his father's wives 
Bilhah and Zilpah.  And Joseph brought his father bad reports on them. 
NIV 

 
Joseph had matured a lot over 22 years.  He was 39 years of age when his 
brothers came looking for food.  Over time Joseph came to understand how the 
Lord used his personal injustice for good purposes in Genesis 45:4-6: 



4 Then Joseph said to his brothers, "Come close to me."  When they had 
done so, he said, "I am your brother Joseph, the one you sold into Egypt! 
5 And now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for 
selling me here, because it was to save lives that God sent me ahead of 
you. 6 For two years now there has been famine in the land, and for the 
next five years there will not be ploughing and reaping. NIV 

 
In a later conversation Joseph did not gloss over his brothers' intentions:  "You 
intended to harm me..."  He could have brushed it off with, “Oh, it was no big 
deal.”  It was a big deal!  Yet he was forgiving and compassionate.  His 
brothers, Potiphar's wife and the cupbearer had all wronged him.  He 
acknowledged their offences but he did not grow bitter. 
 
We catch a glimpse of the internal struggle raging within Joseph when his 
brothers come to him looking for food in Genesis 42:17-19: 

17 And he put them all in custody for three days. 18 On the third day, 
Joseph said to them, "Do this and you will live, for I fear God: 19 If you 
are honest men, let one of your brothers stay here in prison, while the 
rest of you go and take grain back for your starving households.” NIV 

 
It was hard for Joseph to have mercy on his brothers but he made the choice to 
forgive. 
 
In Genesis 50:19 his brothers pleaded for mercy particularly at that point when 
their father, Jacob, had died.  Joseph replied, "Don't be afraid.  Do I act for 
God?”  By realizing God’s role as The Judge, Joseph was free to love his 
brothers. 
 
John Bevere writes in “The Bait of Satan” (page 69): 

There is an old proverb which states, “Once a dog has been scalded with 
boiling water he will even fear cold water.”  How many today are afraid of 
the cold water that will bring refreshing because they have been burned 
once and cannot forgive? 

 
Joseph lived to 110.  For the first 30 years of his life he repeatedly suffered 
offences and wrongs at the hands of other people.  Could it be that the Lord 
was using these difficult times to strengthen him and prepare him for the 
responsibilities and fruitfulness that was to come? 
 
From “The Bait of Satan” by John Bevere, pages 65-66: 

When we retain an offense in our hearts, we filter everything through it. 
 
There is an old parable that fits this situation.  Back in the days when 
the settlers were moving to the West, a wise man stood on a hill outside a 
new Western town.  As the settlers came from the East, the wise man 



was the first person they met before coming to the settlement.  They 
asked eagerly what the people of the town were like. 
 
He answered them with a question:  “What were the people like in the 
town you just left?” 
 
Some said, “The town we came from was wicked.  The people were rude 
gossips who took advantage of innocent people.  It was filled with thieves 
and liars.” 
 
The wise man answered, “This town is the same as the one you left.” 
 
They thanked the man for saving them from the trouble they had just 
come out of.  They then moved on further west. 
 
Then another group of settlers arrived and asked the same question:  
“What is this town like?” 
 
The wise man asked again, “What was the town like where you came 
from?” 
 
These responded, “It was wonderful!  We had dear friends.  Everyone 
looked out for the others’ interest.  There was never any lack because all 
cared for one another.  If someone had a big project, the entire 
community gathered to help.  It was a hard decision to leave, but we felt 
compelled to make way for future generations by going west as pioneers.” 
 
The wise old man said to them exactly what he had said to the other 
group:  “This town is the same as the one you left.” 
 
These people responded with joy, “Let’s settle here!” 
 
How they viewed their past relations was their scope for their future 
ones. 

 
What decisions have you made about authority figures and about people that 
have hurt you?  Have you closed your heart or have you decided to love again? 
 
Joseph had: 
A Good View of Himself 
A Good View of God 
A Good View of Others 
 
You can rise above the injustices committed against you. 
 



 
 


