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Theme:  Jesus' standards are definitive and inclusive. 
 
Text:  Luke 10:1-24 
 
Here’s a thought:  To whom much is given much will be required. 
 
John Wesley (that great preacher of the 1700's and founder of the Methodist 
Church), it has been said, had a dream in which he appeared at the gate of 
hell.  He cried out, "Are there any Presbyterians in there?" 
 
"Yes," came the answer, "a great many." 
 
"Any Church of England members?" 
 
"Yes, lots of them." 
 
"Any Baptists?" 
 
"A large number." 
 
"And, are there any Wesleyans?" 
 
"Again, the answer came, "Yes, many of them." 
 
Disappointed, especially at that last reply, Wesley next dreamed he was 
standing at the gate of heaven.  He repeated the same question.  Each time he 
received the same troubling answer:  "No, not one!"  No Baptists, no Church of 
England members, no Presbyterians and no Wesleyans! 
 
"Who, then, is in heaven?"  Wesley exclaimed. 
 
"We know nothing here about the names you mentioned," came the reply.  "The 
only name that matters here is CHRISTIAN.  We are all Christians here." 
 
What are the criteria God uses to determine who is "in" and who is "out"?  Is it 



 

your denominational affiliation?  Is it how many good things you do?  Is it how 
religious you are? 
 
In Luke 10:1-24 Jesus Christ characterizes God's "in crowd": 
 1 After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by 

two ahead of him to every town and place where he was about to go. 2 He 
told them, "The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few.  Ask the 
Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field. 
3 Go!  I am sending you out like lambs among wolves. 4 Do not take a 
purse or bag or sandals; and do not greet anyone on the road.” 5 When 
you enter a house, first say, “Peace to this house.” 6 If a man of peace is 
there, your peace will rest on him; if not, it will return to you. 7 Stay in 
that house, eating and drinking whatever they give you, for the worker 
deserves his wages.  Do not move around from house to house. 8 "When 
you enter a town and are welcomed, eat what is set before you. 9 Heal 
the sick who are there and tell them, “The kingdom of God is near you.” 
10 But when you enter a town and are not welcomed, go into its streets 
and say, 11 “Even the dust of your town that sticks to our feet we wipe 
off against you.  Yet be sure of this:  The kingdom of God is near.” 12 I 
tell you, it will be more bearable on that day for Sodom than for that 
town. 13 Woe to you, Korazin!  Woe to you, Bethsaida!  For if the 
miracles that were performed in you had been performed in Tyre and 
Sidon, they would have repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. 
14 But it will be more bearable for Tyre and Sidon at the judgment than 
for you. 15 And you, Capernaum, will you be lifted up to the skies?  No, 
you will go down to the depths. 16 He who listens to you listens to me; 
he who rejects you rejects me; but he who rejects me rejects him who 
sent me. 17 The seventy-two returned with joy and said, "Lord, even the 
demons submit to us in your name." 18 He replied, "I saw Satan fall like 
lightning from heaven. 19 I have given you authority to trample on 
snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy; 
nothing will harm you. 20 However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit 
to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven." 21 At that 
time Jesus, full of joy through the Holy Spirit, said, "I praise you, Father, 
Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from 
the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children.  Yes, Father, 
for this was your good pleasure.” 22 All things have been committed to 
me by my Father.  No one knows who the Son is except the Father, and 
no one knows who the Father is except the Son and those to whom the 
Son chooses to reveal him." 23 Then he turned to his disciples and said 
privately, "Blessed are the eyes that see what you see. 24 For I tell you 
that many prophets and kings wanted to see what you see but did not 
see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it." NIV 

 
The borders of God's kingdom are expanding and clearly marked by the: 



 

In Crowd Sent Out 
Out Crowd 
In Crowd 
 
In Crowd Sent Out (Luke 10:1-9) 
 

 
 
The field had been prepared and the seed planted by John the Baptist's and 
Jesus' earlier ministry.  Many were now ready to accept the message these 
people would bring.  Though the field was ready for harvest, there were not 
enough workers to reap it.  If the grain is not harvested when it is ripe, the 
birds will get it, the heads will shatter and fall to the ground, or the stalk will 
fall and the grain will rot. 
 
Ron asked, "Why do some of our canine friends prefer to stay at home?" 
 
Art replied, "Because it's a dog-eat-dog world out there!" 
 
Jesus made it clear that He was not sending these men on a picnic - they 
should expect opposition and persecution.  They were to travel light.  They were 
to stay where they were invited but not to linger where they were not welcomed.  
They were not to consider themselves beggars who relied upon others to 
support them.  They were worthy labourers who were bringing a spiritual 
benefit to those who provided them food and shelter. 
 
God's heart was for all the world well before the New Testament was written.  
We read these words in Genesis 12:1-3, spoken almost 2,000 years before 
Christ: 
 1 The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and 

your father's household and go to the land I will show you. 2 I will make 
you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, 
and you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and 
whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed 
through you." NIV 

 
Jesus' messengers were to be focused.  They were not to observe the tedious 
and oft-repeated salutations with which the people loved to greet each other.  
When two friends met, each repeatedly inquired of the other concerning his 
health and the health of his family.  Over and over again best wishes were 



 

given for the other's prosperity and peace, thanking God that he was permitted 
once more to behold his face.  These formalities were accompanied by 
numerous bowings and posturings of the body, and were sometimes repeated 
as often as ten times, consuming much time and causing great delay.  Customs 
also required much visiting from house to house.  This consumed time and 
took attention from business.  The 72 were to concentrate on their outreach. 
 
God's "in crowd" is in no way to resemble a clique.  His people are 
commissioned to go out and seek others to join them.  What kind of tendency 
do your relationships reflect?  Have you made new friends over the last six 
months?  When was the last time you had a new friend in your home or out for 
coffee?  If you want your heart to reflect the Lord's, cultivate new friendships - 
reach out to others and share His love and good news with them. 
 
There is the: 
In Crowd Sent Out 
Out Crowd (Luke 10:10-16) 
 

 
 
Jesus singled out three cities that especially had earned God's wrath - Korazin, 
Bethsaida and Capernaum.  He compared them to three notorious cities of the 
past - Sodom, Tyre and Sidon.  Jesus established a profound truth here.  By 
any kind of moral standards Sodom, Tyre and Sidon were far more wicked than 
the cities Jesus was condemning.  But His point was that God's final judgment 
will be based upon the opportunities one had.  The cities of Galilee had heard 
Jesus many times and they had rejected Him.  They would have accepted Him 
as a militant king to defeat Rome, but not as a king of peace and righteousness 
to rule their hearts.  Sodom, Tyre and Sidon, grossly wicked as they were, 
would have turned from their rottenness to God if they only had the 
opportunity to hear God's Word like the cities of Jesus' day had. 
 
We may look at ourselves today and thank God that we are not as wicked as 
Sodom, Tyre and Sidon.  We may even try to argue that we are actually pious.  
But Bethsaida, Korazin and Capernaum would have felt the same way, and 
these were the very towns that Jesus condemned.  He set forth the principle 
that to whom much is given much will be required. 
 
God's "Out Crowd" is distinguished by its apathy or rejection that it 
demonstrates to Jesus Christ.  This is the dividing line where people's eternal 



 

destinies are determined.  Their fate in heaven or hell will not be ultimately 
decided by the good or bad deeds that they did.  God will look at what they did 
to the Messiah - did they turn their backs on Him or did they embrace Him as 
their Lord and Saviour?  How about you?  Which crowd are you in?  Does your 
daily life demonstrate this? 
 
There is the: 
In Crowd Sent Out 
Out Crowd 
In Crowd (Luke 10:17-24) 
 

 
 
Luke does not tell us how long it took the 72 to complete their mission.  
Whatever it was, Jesus had established a time and place for them to 
reassemble.  Their spirits were high when they returned.  Jesus had prepared 
them for possible rejection, but instead they had achieved many victories.  
What seemed to excite them most was that even the demons were subject to 
them. 
 
Watch out for ideas that downplay the importance of salvation through Jesus 
Christ alone!  The Apostle John clearly marks who is in and who is out in 1 
John 5:11-12: 
 11 And this is the testimony:  God has given us eternal life, and this life 

is in his Son. 12 He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the 
Son of God does not have life. NIV 

 
In the midst of their victory celebration, Jesus made a strange statement in 
Luke 10:  "I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven."  In this context Jesus 
seems to be saying that in casting out demons the disciples had gained a 
notable victory over Satan.  It also prefigures future victories over the evil one, 
victories so dramatic that Satan could be described as lightning falling from 
heaven.  As important as this victory was, however, it could not begin to bring 
the joy that having their names written in heaven would bring. 
 
Scottie asked, "Mommy, will Daddy ever be an angel?  He's got whiskers, and 
angels don't have any." 
 
His mother replied, "Well, your father may get to heaven, but it will be a close 
shave." 



 

 
What gets you excited?  We can get so sidetracked with issues that are 
secondary to salvation.  We can become so focused on healing, praise and 
worship, prominent preachers and leaders, the newest revival meetings, 
tongues, manifestations of the Spirit and demons that we lose sight of the main 
thing - our eternal relationship with Jesus Christ!  What are the criteria you 
use to determine who is in God's "In Crowd"?  Is it by how loudly they can 
shout "Hallelujah"?  Is it by whether or not they use the King James Version?  
Is it by whether or not they raise their hands when they worship the Lord?  
God's "In Crowd" is determined by their response to Jesus Christ! 
 

 
 
The Continental Divide is an invisible demarcation line along the Rocky 
Mountains that divides the flow of water between the Pacific Ocean and the 
Atlantic Ocean.  There is a large sign marking the Great Divide 45 minutes 
north of Banff on Highway 93.  Rain and melting snow that falls on the west 
side, in B.C. territory, drains into the Pacific Ocean.  Precipitation that falls to 
the east, in Alberta, flows toward the Atlantic Ocean 
(www.scenictravelcanada.ca/roadside-attraction/alberta-continental-
divide.shtml).  Though the raindrops and snowflakes fall from the same clouds, 
their destinies are thousands of kilometres apart. 
 
It is like this in families, classes in school, neighbourhoods and places of 
business.  Christ is the Great Divide, and the destiny of people for glory or 
despair is determined by the attitude of the individual to Him. 
 
The borders of God's kingdom are expanding and clearly marked by the: 
In Crowd Sent Out 
Out Crowd 
In Crowd 
 
The Lord is clear on who is welcome to spend eternity with Him.  Jesus' 
standards are definitive and inclusive. 
 



 

 
 


