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Theme:  God wants to transform your identity. 
    Text:  Acts 7:17-36 
 
Here’s a thought:  God doesn't call the qualified, He qualifies the called. 
 
“You Are Special” by Max Lucado video at 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=15QuHygLwFU. 
 
I love this story because its message is so life-changing for children and adults 
of all ages.  How do you determine your value and identity? 
 
Your effectiveness changes if you are:  
Somebody 
Nobody 
Somebody’s 
 
Somebody (Acts 7:17-29) 
 

 
 
While defending his faith in Jesus Christ before the religious leaders of his day, 
Stephen summarizes the life of Moses in Acts 7:17-29: 

17 As the time drew near for God to fulfill his promise to Abraham, the 
number of our people in Egypt greatly increased. 18 Then another king, 
who knew nothing about Joseph, became ruler of Egypt. 19 He dealt 
treacherously with our people and oppressed our forefathers by forcing 
them to throw out their newborn babies so that they would die. 20 At 
that time Moses was born, and he was no ordinary child.  For three 
months he was cared for in his father's house. 21 When he was placed 



outside, Pharaoh's daughter took him and brought him up as her own 
son. 22 Moses was educated in all the wisdom of the Egyptians and was 
powerful in speech and action. 23 When Moses was forty years old, he 
decided to visit his fellow Israelites. 24 He saw one of them being 
mistreated by an Egyptian, so he went to his defense and avenged him by 
killing the Egyptian. 25 Moses thought that his own people would realize 
that God was using him to rescue them, but they did not. 26 The next 
day Moses came upon two Israelites who were fighting.  He tried to 
reconcile them by saying, “Men, you are brothers; why do you want to 
hurt each other?” 27 But the man who was mistreating the other pushed 
Moses aside and said, “Who made you ruler and judge over us? 28 Do 
you want to kill me as you killed the Egyptian yesterday?”  29 When 
Moses heard this, he fled to Midian, where he settled as a foreigner and 
had two sons. NIV 

 
More than 1500 B.C. the Hebrew people were living under terribly oppressive 
conditions in Egypt.  In the midst of a slaughter of innocent babies there arose 
one that was miraculously preserved.  Against such overwhelming odds this 
child was “drawn out” to become a prince in Egypt – hence the name “Moses” 
(Moses sounds like the Hebrew for “draw out”).  Moses came to enjoy the best 
of his time in care and education.  He grew to become a powerful orator with 
strong influence in the nation.  Knowing his roots, however, one day he visited 
his fellow Israelites and witnessed the cruelty and abuse of the Egyptians.  
Somebody had to do something and he was going to be that somebody!  After 
all, he had the upbringing, the training, the social standing and the political 
power.  He was somebody and surely everybody knew it! 
 
In this stage: 

• You think more highly of yourself than you should 
• You are preoccupied with what other people think 

 
A young attorney named Dobbs had just moved into his new office and was 
waiting for his first client.  Suddenly, footsteps were heard coming down the 
hall, heading for his office.  Quickly, the new lawyer sat down behind his desk, 
picked up the phone, and began talking to nobody. 
 
"Well," said Dobbs, "I'm really quite busy right now, and I've got to be in court 
this afternoon and again tomorrow.  Then I have appointments with clients 
tomorrow afternoon and the next day, too." 
 
He looked up to see a man standing at the door watching then he continued 
his make-believe conversation to make sure he impressed the man.  He said 
into the phone, "Maybe I can squeeze you in on Friday afternoon.  All right.  
See you then." 
 



Dobbs hung up the telephone and turned to the man at the door.  "Yes, can I 
help you?" 
 
"No," the man replied, "I just came to connect your telephone." 
 
We all like to fantasize about flying around in blue tights with a big S on our 
chests.  There is something in us that wants to have all the answers and to be 
able to solve all the problems around us. 
 
Moses’ upbringing in Egypt was not wasted time, but until his identity changed 
his education, power and skills were actually a liability.  Once he saw himself 
in the way God wanted him to see himself, his preparation in the ways of the 
Egyptians became an asset. 
 
Heed the warning of the Apostle Paul in Romans 12:3-5: 

3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of you:  Do not think of 
yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with 
sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given 
you. 4 Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these 
members do not all have the same function, 5 so in Christ we who are 
many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. NIV 

 
Do you feel valuable and important?  If so … why?  You might look and act like 
the man or woman of the hour, but by whose standards?  The thinking that 
you are somebody disqualifies you for God’s work. 
 
Your effectiveness changes if you are:  
Somebody 
Nobody (Acts 7:30-32) 
 

 
 
Moses’ flight into the desert of Midian left a mark on him that would never be 
erased.  For forty years he had been somebody, but out in the wilderness his 
Egyptian resume was as worthless as a pile of camel dung.  Suddenly he was 
nobody! 
 
Acts 7:30-32: 

30 After forty years had passed, an angel appeared to Moses in the 
flames of a burning bush in the desert near Mount Sinai. 31 When he 



saw this, he was amazed at the sight.  As he went over to look more 
closely, he heard the Lord's voice: 32 “I am the God of your fathers, the 
God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.”  Moses trembled with fear and did 
not dare to look. NIV 

 
At the height of his prestige and power as a prince of Egypt Moses would not 
have backed down from anybody.  Coming face to face with the Almighty God 
in the burning bush he is now so humble and broken that he was too 
intimidated to look. 
 
What happened to Moses?  All of the crutches and props in his life had been 
kicked out.  He was no longer somebody – he was nobody! 
 
In this stage: 

• You think less of yourself than you should 
• You are preoccupied with your shortcomings 

 
Being broken and humble is good, but it turns in on you if you don’t look up at 
the One who made you and who wants to reshape your identity. 
 
I used to suffer from a tremendous inferiority complex.  I felt so insecure that 
at football games, when the team went into a huddle, I was sure they were 
talking about me. 
 
The Apostle Paul warns against false humility and exhorts his protégé, Titus, to 
be assertive in Titus 2:15, “These, then, are the things you should teach.  
Encourage and rebuke with all authority.  Do not let anyone despise you.” NIV 
 
Moses had come to a crossroads in his life.  At this critical time, he could have 
run away from the burning bush and from all that God wanted to say to him 
and through him.  Instead, God’s patient encouragement and Moses’ choice to 
look at the Lord determined his destiny as a leader. 
 
For the first 40 years of Moses’ life he was somebody.  For the next 40 years 
God broke him of his pride and began to reshape his life. 
 
Do you feel worthless and unimportant?  Do you struggle with feelings of 
insecurity and inferiority?  All of these feelings can position you to have your 
identity reshaped.  It is time to go beyond being somebody or nobody.  You are 
ready to be used by the Lord when you see yourself as… 
 
Somebody’s (Acts 7:33-36) 
 



 
 
Acts 7:33-36: 

33 Then the Lord said to him, “Take off your sandals; the place where 
you are standing is holy ground. 34 I have indeed seen the oppression of 
my people in Egypt.  I have heard their groaning and have come down to 
set them free.  Now come, I will send you back to Egypt.” 35 This is the 
same Moses whom they had rejected with the words, “Who made you 
ruler and judge?”  He was sent to be their ruler and deliverer by God 
himself, through the angel who appeared to him in the bush. 36 He led 
them out of Egypt and did wonders and miraculous signs in Egypt, at the 
Red Sea and for forty years in the desert. NIV 

 
This time with God was a defining moment in the life of Moses.  He could have 
lived out the rest of his days in obscurity.  He could have accepted his broken 
identity and concluded that he could accomplish nothing of eternal significance 
with his life.  Instead, he believed what the Lord said to him about his new 
identity and the final 40 years of his life were mapped out. 
 
In this stage: 

• Your identity becomes so wrapped up in God’s that it doesn’t matter 
what value you or anyone else imposes upon you 

• You are preoccupied with who God is and what He wants to do through 
you. 

 
There is a time to withdraw from Egypt so you can focus on the Lord.  Once 
you have done this – once you have come to Him – He asks you to go back into 
Egypt. 
 
The Apostle Paul observes in 1 Corinthians 1:26-31: 

26 Brothers, think of what you were when you were called.  Not many of 
you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many 
were of noble birth. 27 But God chose the foolish things of the world to 
shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the 
strong. 28 He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised 
things - and the things that are not - to nullify the things that are, 29 so 
that no one may boast before him. 30 It is because of him that you are in 
Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God - that is, our 
righteousness, holiness and redemption.  31 Therefore, as it is written:  
"Let him who boasts boast in the Lord." NIV 



 
“God doesn't call the qualified, He qualifies the called.”  Do you have a dream 
for some purpose that brings with it a mixture of fear and excitement?  Do not 
dismiss the dream too quickly!  It could be the Lord calling you and wanting to 
qualify you. 
 
What you do flows out of who you are.  Your gifts and abilities are secondary.  
The underlying foundation of your identity will make or break your life’s 
fruitfulness.  It will determine how healthy your relationships are and will 
either challenge you to expand beyond your comfort zone or cause your soul to 
wither and die. 
 
I can identify with Moses, who was raised and educated with so many 
advantages.  There was a time when I thought I could do almost anything and 
that I was “the man”.  I was going to change the world and I was going to do it 
overnight.  Then came a time when I realized that I wasn’t “the man”.  It 
seemed that everything I tried to accomplish failed.  I was broken.  I was no 
longer “somebody” but I became “nobody”.  In that valley of my life I wondered 
if I would ever be fruitful and fulfilled.  I wondered if I was valuable and if God 
still had a plan for me. 
 
I have since found out that I am valuable.  God does have a plan for me!  The 
fulfillment of that plan unfolds as I obey His directives and timing.  Like the 
Wemmicks in Max Lucado’s story, “You Are Special,” I am neither somebody 
nor nobody; I am somebody’s! 
 
It takes time!  It takes time with God – alone with Him.  It takes time in God’s 
Word – letting Him reshape how you think about yourself. 
 
Your effectiveness changes if you are: 
Somebody 
Nobody 
Somebody’s 
 
God wants to transform your identity. 
 

 
 


