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Theme:  You can embrace or reject the Lord and His plan for you. 
    Text:  Luke 2:21-35 
 
Here’s a thought:  Our private moments prepare us for our public moments. 
 
Most people miss the significance of Christmas.  Is it all about Santa Claus, 
shopping, exchanging gifts and eating lots of food?  Is it about spending time 
with family?  Is it even about the baby in the manger?  Don’t answer this last 
question too quickly.  Instead of focusing on the baby in the manger today I 
want to look at the baby when he was eight days old. 
 
Let’s go back 2,000 years to Judea in Luke 2:21-35: 

21 On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise him, he was named 
Jesus, the name the angel had given him before he had been conceived. 
22 When the time of their purification according to the Law of Moses had 
been completed, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him 
to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, "Every firstborn 
male is to be consecrated to the Lord"), 24 and to offer a sacrifice in 
keeping with what is said in the Law of the Lord:  "a pair of doves or two 
young pigeons." 25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, 
who was righteous and devout.  He was waiting for the consolation of 
Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 It had been revealed to him 
by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord's 
Christ. 27 Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts.  When the 
parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the 
Law required, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying: 
29 "Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you now dismiss your servant 
in peace. 30 For my eyes have seen your salvation, 31 which you have 
prepared in the sight of all people, 32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
and for glory to your people Israel." 33 The child's father and mother 
marvelled at what was said about him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them 
and said to Mary, his mother:  "This child is destined to cause the falling 
and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, 
35 so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed.  And a sword 
will pierce your own soul too." NIV 



 
How can you bless God’s baby? 
Ready Yourself 
Recognize Him 
 
Ready Yourself 
 

 
 
Did Simeon just wake up one morning to the Lord’s voice directing him to the 
temple courts?   
 
There is a lot more to Simeon than is revealed here in Luke chapter 2.  Simeon 
is usually pictured as a very old man, but nothing in Scripture supports this.  
Tradition says he was 113 years old, but it is only tradition (The Wiersbe Bible 
Commentary).  He had spent a long time praying, watching and waiting for the 
consolation or comfort of Israel.  The Consolation was a term used by the Jews 
of that period, and long after, to refer to the Messiah.  Simeon had waited 
many, many years for this moment - the coming of the Messiah. 
 
Simeon’s years in private preparation made him ready for the moment in 
public.  We look at championship athletes and talented musicians and we fail 
to appreciate the years of preparation that went into their great achievements.  
Somehow, we think they simply showed up at the stadium to play or to the 
concert hall to sing.  Our private moments prepare us for our public moments. 
 
A boy and a girl were out driving one evening.  They came to a quiet spot on a 
country lane, and the car stopped.  "Out of gas," concluded the boy.  The girl 
opened her purse and pulled out a bottle.  "Wow!" exclaimed the boy.  "A 
bottle...what is it?" 
 
The girl replied, "Gasoline." 
 
Why did the Jewish nation need to be consoled?  The prophets of gloom in their 
day had much to complain about:  the Jews' submission to Rome, the tyranny 
of King Herod, the corruption among the religious leaders. 
 
Yet in the midst of this, God had someone (He always does, one way or another) 
who had faith, who never lost hope.  In the midst of darkness Simeon could see 



a little gleam of light.  The Holy Spirit had revealed to him that before his death 
he would see the Messiah.  He lived in close communion with the Holy Spirit. 
 
Contrary to popular opinion, Ephesians 4:30 describes the Holy Spirit as 
someone who can be offended: 

And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for 
the day of redemption. NIV 

 
The Lord is very sensitive and we can hinder His work amongst us.  If you were 
to read the fourth chapter of Ephesians you would discover that how you live 
and how you treat others makes a big difference in accepting or rejecting the 
Holy Spirit. 
 
Simeon was available – he had time.  This thought haunts me, for I know that I 
often miss opportunities to speak to people, to touch people with God’s love 
and hope.  In my hurriedness, I overlook divine appointments that have been 
made for me. 
 
Ephesians 5:15-18 reminds us of these divine appointments: 

15 Be very careful, then, how you live - not as unwise but as wise, 16 
making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil. 17 
Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord's will is. 18 Do 
not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery.  Instead, be filled with 
the Spirit. NIV 

 
The King James Version translates verse 15, “See then that you walk 
circumspectly.”  We don’t often use the word “circumspectly” today, but it 
means “cautiously” or “thoughtfully”. 
 
I was talking with a young man about his future – something we all think 
about.  We were considering his options as he looked at possible careers and 
we realized that he could go in any one of a variety of ways.  I then encouraged 
him, “Be sure that you are first close to the Lord so you are ready to be directed 
by Him.”  He confessed that he had drifted from God and he was not ready to 
hear God’s voice. 
 
How can you ready yourself?  Live in the consciousness of God and recognize 
His awesomeness in the everyday activities of life.  Be quick to repent and to 
keep short accounts.  If it has been quite a while since you asked the Lord and 
someone else for forgiveness you have a crust forming over your heart. 
 
Are you ready to hear God’s voice when He speaks to you?  How do you get 
yourself ready? 
 
How can you bless God’s baby? 
Ready Yourself 



Recognize Him 
 

 
 
The nation of Israel had suffered for hundreds of years under the oppression of 
other empires.  They longed for the Messiah to come and deliver them from the 
Romans.  They were in for a big surprise! 
 
This girl said she recognized me from the vegetarian club, but I'd never met 
herbivore. 
 
I am sure that Simeon pictured this moment – how like or unlike was it? 
 
When Mary and Joseph brought Jesus into the temple, the Spirit moved 
Simeon at that very moment also to enter the temple.  He took the child in his 
arms and raised his voice in a hymn of praise. 
 
He described this child as a "light for revelation to the Gentiles" because, 
lacking the fuller revelation God had given the Jews, further light was needed 
to understand God's purpose for them.  That same salvation would be "glory" to 
the Jews.  Simeon's statement that salvation would be available to the Gentiles 
seems quite surprising in view of the Jews' exclusiveness.  In their narrow 
nationalism, they were quite certain that God's special blessing was reserved 
for them alone.  Yet at the very beginning of Jesus' life, Simeon's statement 
made it very clear that God's message of salvation would not be confined to one 
nation. 
 
Joseph and Mary were amazed by Simeon's words.  He said God would offer 
salvation to the Gentiles through their son.  This would certainly startle them, 
for there is no reason to doubt that they were typically Jewish in their attitude 
toward the Gentiles.  Non-Jews were thought of as “unclean dogs”. 
 
After he blessed them, Simeon brought words that must have cast a sombre 
cloud over their joy.  This child would become a sign pointing men to God, but 
this sign would be rejected and spoken against.  How true this was in His 
ministry when His very name aroused some to blind rage!  It was equally true 
during the early days of the church when people everywhere were talking 
against the Christians.  In rejecting Christ, people reveal who and what they 
really are.  Today people's response to the Good News of Jesus Christ 



continues to be the thermometer by which a person's spiritual health is 
determined. 
 
Simeon's final words were for Mary.  Though Jesus would grow up to become 
the perfect Son, He was destined to bring anguish into her life.  While His 
childhood days as He grew up in Nazareth would be peaceful ones for Mary, the 
day would come for anguish and sorrow.  During His ministry, but especially at 
His death on the cross, she would feel the full brunt of this prophecy. 
 
The Apostle John – the closest of the 12 disciples to Jesus – writes in John 
1:10-14: 

10 He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, 
the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to that which was his own, 
but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who received him, to those 
who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God - 
13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a 
husband's will, but born of God. 14 The Word became flesh and made 
his dwelling among us.  We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and 
Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. NIV 

 
I was writing in my journal and I sensed the Lord saying to me: 

I [the Lord] want you to bless what I am doing in you.  I want you to fan 
into flame the flicker within you, my child.  I have given birth to a new 
plan in you and I want you to bless it.  What you have looked for and 
waited for you will soon hold.  It will not be quite what you expected but 
you will recognize it as born of me.  When you hold it, you will see and 
know that I have given birth to it.  Consider Simeon, who yearned for my 
appearing.  When he saw and held me he knew it was me.  He did not 
despise me or reject me; he accepted me, and he blessed me. 

 
One of my biggest fears for the church is that we will not recognize the Lord 
because of our preconceived ideas.  We have seen God move in the past and we 
are convinced that He must move in the same way again.  We sang certain 
songs, played certain instruments, preached certain sermons, dressed certain 
ways and had services at certain times and God moved in a powerful way when 
all of these ingredients were in place.  We then equate these ingredients with 
holiness and reverence and assure one another that if all the right criteria are 
in place God will move again.  We spend our lives trying to recreate just the 
right environment for the Lord to visit us once again.  This is not faith – this is 
superstition - the same kind that motivates a hockey goaltender to wear the 
same socks he wore the last time he got a shutout.  He then convinces himself 
that to stay on a roll he must not wash his stinking, sweat-filled socks. 
 
We have mistaken the unchangeable truths of Scripture with our own culture 
and tastes. 
 



 
 
Alfred the Great was the ninth-century king who saved England from conquest 
by the Danish.  At one point during his wars with the Danes, Alfred was forced 
to seek refuge in the hut of a poor Saxon family.  Not recognizing her visitor, 
the woman of the house said she had to leave and asked Alfred to watch some 
cakes she was baking.  But the king had other things on his mind and did not 
notice that the cakes were burning.  Upon her return, the lady unknowingly 
gave her king a hearty scolding!  (Today in the Word, April 9, 1992) 
 
God is showing us His awesomeness.  The Holy Spirit is wooing us to the 
Father.  The Lord is rebuilding the ministry of prayer and of prophecy.  A form 
of godliness will no longer cut it for the North American church.  Powerless, 
clean-living people will not turn the tide of moral and spiritual decline in our 
community and nation. 
 
Two keys to overcoming our struggles and getting close to the Lord is honesty 
and humility.  Will we confess our sin and admit our weakness? 
 
What is the Lord doing in your life?  What is the Lord doing in the church and 
in the world around you? 
 
How can you bless God’s baby? 
Ready Yourself 
Recognize Him 
 
You can embrace or reject the Lord and His plan for you. 
 

 
 


