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Theme:  Cultivating certain qualities can position us to cooperate with the 
Lord. 
Text:  Matthew 1:18 - 2:15 
 
Here’s a thought:  Joseph became a rich man overnight from the Magi’s gifts so 
he and Mary could raise Jesus in challenging circumstances. 
 
Matthew 1:18-19: 
[18] This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about:  His mother Mary was 
pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found 
to be with child through the Holy Spirit. [19] Because Joseph her husband was 
a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in 
mind to divorce her quietly. 
 
One of my favourite Bible characters is Joseph, the earthly father of Jesus. 
 
Joseph could have sought revenge for Mary getting pregnant, but he was a 
righteous man. 
 
Jesus continues to pour out His love and He calls us to love one another. 
 
1 Corinthians 13 - We can do all sorts of things but without love it is worthless. 
 
We have a choice to love. 
 
1. Joseph was a righteous man seen in his selfless love. 
 
2. Joseph was sensitive to the Holy Spirit. 
 
Matthew 1:20-21: 
[20] But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as 
your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. [21] She will 
give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will 
save his people from their sins.” 
 
Joseph had a dream from God and he responded to Him with obedience. 
 
3. Joseph was a man of faith. 
 
Mary had the Holy Spirit come upon her and she knew the child was conceived 
of the Holy Spirit. 



 
Joseph held on to this dream and he stepped out in faith. 
 
Our part of seeing God’s kingdom extended here on earth is obedience. 
 
Faith comes by hearing the word of God (Romans 10:17). 
 
4. Joseph was flexible toward God 
 
Matthew 1:22-23 
[22] All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 
[23] “The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call 
him Immanuel”—which means, “God with us.” 
 
While the religious leaders missed the Messiah Joseph did not. 
 
None of the revivals in which God has moved looked exactly the same. 
 
Jakki and I visited the revival meetings in Brownsville, Texas in the 1990s.  
Thousands were travelling in for the meetings while many of the local residents 
did not even know about it. 
 
5. Joseph stepped out immediately 
 
Matthew 1:24-25: 
[24] When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded 
him and took Mary home as his wife. [25] But he had no union with her until 
she gave birth to a son.  And he gave him the name Jesus. 
 
James 2:17 - Faith without works is dead. 
 
There was a lot of talk around town about Mary’s pregnancy but Joseph did 
what God told him to do. 
 
6. Joseph knew the provision of God 
 
Matthew 2:11: 
[11] On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and 
they bowed down and worshiped him.  Then they opened their treasures and 
presented him with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh. 
 
The gifts that the Magi brought were valuable. 
 
The Queen of Sheba brought valuable gifts to King Solomon. 
 
Joseph became a rich man overnight from the Magi’s gifts so he and Mary 



could raise Jesus in the midst of challenging circumstances.  They had to flee 
to Egypt and return to establish a business.  In his willingness, Joseph 
received God’s provision. 
 
As we pursue God and put Him first we can trust Him to provide for us. 
 
7. Joseph fulfilled the purposes of God 
 
While many people did not take God’s Word seriously, Joseph fulfilled God’s 
purposes. 
 
Just as Jesus fulfilled prophecies the first time He came, He will fulfill 
prophecies the second time He comes. 
 


