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Theme:  God is looking for people to trust with wealth. 
 
Here’s a thought:  Marriage would work out better if both sides would operate 
on a thrifty-thrifty basis. 
 
I have found that one of the biggest struggles people face today is with money.  
A lot of personal stress and a lot of relationships are ignored and jeopardized 
because of the pursuit of wealth. 
 
Did you know... 
• The Bible mentions money 2,350 times? 
• Two-thirds of Jesus' parables dealt with the subject of money? 
• The Bible reveals a number of principles about money and about how it 

should or should not be used? 
 
John Wesley lived in the 1700’s and founded the Methodist Church.  He was 
asked what the Christian should do with money.  His reply forms the outline of 
my message today. 
 
Without losing your eternal perspective on money: 
Make All You Can 
Save All You Can 
Give All You Can 
 
Make All You Can 
 

 
 



Somehow, we have the idea that work is a part of the curse.  We picture Adam 
and Eve romping through the Garden of Eden in their birthday suits and 
simply lying around popping grapes into each other’s mouths.  Perhaps they 
did some of this, but life in the Garden of Eden included work.  Although they 
did not have to do laundry, there was food to gather and prepare.  There were 
animals to be named.  In fact, Eve was created not only to be a companion for 
Adam, but she was to be a helper for Adam.  Why would Adam need a helper if 
he was not doing any work? 
 
Work was not brought into being because of the curse that fell upon creation 
with Adam and Eve’s sin.  The curse fell upon work, making it harder and less 
productive.  Weeds corrupted the crops that Adam and Eve relied upon for 
food. 
 
God’s ideals for you are reflected both in the Garden of Eden and in heaven.  
We are not given many details of what work is included in paradise, but it is 
there nonetheless.  Rather than reclining on clouds and plucking harps we will 
serve God in heaven (Revelation 22:3).  I am not telling you to wear yourself out 
to get rich (Proverbs 23:4), but when undertaken with the right priorities and 
balance, work is a tremendous blessing!  You have been created to be occupied 
with tasks.  I have observed that the secret of longevity for many seniors 
includes a sense of purpose accompanied by activity.  As soon as a person 
begins to achieve less than their body and mind allows, they begin to 
deteriorate. 
 
For centuries people have worked to provide for themselves and their families – 
some more successfully than others.  King Solomon – one of the wealthiest men 
who ever lived – instructed in Proverbs 27:23-27: 

23 Be sure you know the condition of your flocks, give careful attention 
to your herds; 24 for riches do not endure forever, and a crown is not 
secure for all generations. 25 When the hay is removed and new growth 
appears and the grass from the hills is gathered in, 26 the lambs will 
provide you with clothing, and the goats with the price of a field. 27 You 
will have plenty of goats' milk to feed you and your family and to nourish 
your servant girls. NIV 

 
Someone told Danny that for every tooth he lost, a good fairy would leave a 
dollar under his pillow.  That same afternoon he went into business by pulling 
out all of his teeth.  Now he's the only kid in the neighbourhood who uses 
Polident. 
 
The Apostle Paul taught the early church in 2 Thessalonians 3:6-15: 

6 In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we command you, brothers, to 
keep away from every brother who is idle and does not live according to 
the teaching you received from us. 7 For you yourselves know how you 
ought to follow our example.  We were not idle when we were with you, 8 



nor did we eat anyone's food without paying for it.  On the contrary, we 
worked night and day, laboring and toiling so that we would not be a 
burden to any of you. 9 We did this, not because we do not have the right 
to such help, but in order to make ourselves a model for you to follow. 10 
For even when we were with you, we gave you this rule:  "If a man will 
not work, he shall not eat." 11 We hear that some among you are idle.  
They are not busy; they are busybodies. 12 Such people we command 
and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to settle down and earn the bread they 
eat. 13 And as for you, brothers, never tire of doing what is right. 14 If 
anyone does not obey our instruction in this letter, take special note of 
him.  Do not associate with him, in order that he may feel ashamed. 15 
Yet do not regard him as an enemy, but warn him as a brother. NIV 

 
Patrick M. Morley ("The gospel truth about money", Charisma & Christian Life, 
October 1988.  Pages 64-69) seeks to bring balance to our discussion of money: 

Christians waffle between a poverty gospel - possessions are a curse; 
materialism must be rejected - and a prosperity gospel - material 
blessings are the result of serving God.  Both of these philosophies make 
money the center of thought and interest.  Morley suggests the proper 
stance is a "stewardship gospel " - a preoccupation not with 
accumulating wealth or renouncing it, but with being wise in the conduct 
of affairs. 

 
Followers of Jesus are called by God to be hard workers.  Followers of Jesus 
can honour God when they are wise business people and smart investors. 
 
How is your attitude toward your work?  Do you see it as drudgery or as an 
opportunity to glorify God?  Are you learning about where and how to invest 
money? 
 
Make All You Can 
Save All You Can 
 

 
 
Apart from Registered Retirement Savings Plans, we do not hear a lot these 
days about saving our money.  We hear far more about monthly payment 
plans, upon approval of credit, and enjoying what we want now without having 
to wait for it. 
 



Proverbs 22:7 observes, “The rich rule over the poor, and the borrower is 
servant to the lender.” NIV 
 
Somehow, we have come to misunderstand Jesus when He taught us not to 
think about tomorrow, for tomorrow has enough trouble of its own.  He was not 
telling us in Matthew 6 that we should not plan or show any financial foresight!  
He was, rather, exhorting us not to worry about tomorrow.  He can be trusted 
to provide for us through all the tomorrows that we have. 
 
We are pointed to the example of a tiny creature in Proverbs 6:6-8: 

6 Go to the ant, you sluggard; consider its ways and be wise! 7 It has no 
commander, no overseer or ruler, 8 yet it stores its provisions in summer 
and gathers its food at harvest. NIV 

 
Tremendous freedom comes with no debt!  When you are not obligated to meet 
monthly payments, a spring can return to your step!  You have the ability and 
flexibility that someone who lives under the oppression of impulse buying and 
the drive to keep up to everyone else cannot understand and enjoy. 
 
Marriage would work out better if both sides would operate on a thrifty-thrifty 
basis. 
 
How you spend your money is just as important as how much money you 
make.  Here is a simple exercise that Brenda and I have found to be very 
helpful.  If you are wondering where your money is going, for one month write 
down every penny that you spend.  This will very quickly reveal to you where 
the dollars are going. 
 
We pour tremendous amounts of time and energy into combating the sexual 
and violent messages aimed at our young people.  Little is done, however, to 
counteract the "frenzied consumerism" we see all around us.  Here are some 
sound financial habits we can model and teach our youth ("It's time to model 
financial sanity to your students" by Todd Temple.  Youthworker Journal, 
Spring 1994. Pages 44-47): 

• Dodge debt. Some parents think debt is a good way to teach 
responsibility.  They figure, “Let the kid take out a car loan and learn 
what monthly payments are like.”  There are far safer ways to teach fiscal 
responsibility.  Teach young people to tithe, sponsor a child from a Third 
World country, or save for a summer mission trip.  To encourage debt is 
to place a stamp of approval on the "buy now, pay later" philosophy.  
This philosophy can sneak past the limits of money management into 
other choices teens make, such as whether or not to engage in premarital 
sex. 

 



• Stop stockpiling.  Consider a non-accumulation policy.  "Whenever you 
want to get something new, you have to get rid of something like it."  
Want a new shirt?  First, give your old shirt away.  This policy radically 
alters your storage space and your values. 

 
• Eliminate excess.  Ever notice how each time we move, we need a bigger 

truck?  On a regular basis, examine closets and corners and ask, "Would 
my life be worse off without this?"  Get your children involved in this 
process. 

 
When it comes to teaching the next generation alternatives to consumer 
insanity, more may actually be caught than taught. 
 
Are you putting some money aside each month?  If not, please start 
immediately – at least with a small amount. 
 
Make All You Can 
Save All You Can 
Give All You Can 
 

 
 
This third area is what can protect you from overdoing it with the first two.  If 
you simply gave yourself to making all you can and to saving all you can, a 
cancer of your soul would begin to eat you up inside.  You would end up 
consuming yourself with your own lust for more.  Giving all you can allows you 
to remember what money is about.  Money is not about you simply getting 
ahead.  Money is another asset that you can use to invest in relationships with 
God and people.  
 
King Solomon observes from life in Proverbs 11:24-25: 

24 One man gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds unduly, 
but comes to poverty. 25 A generous man will prosper; he who refreshes 
others will himself be refreshed. NIV 

 
Despite warnings from his guide, a Canadian skiing in Switzerland got 
separated from his group and fell – uninjured - into a deep ravine.  Several 
hours later, a rescue party found the yawning pit.  To reassure the stranded 
skier, they shouted down to him, "We're from the Red Cross!" 
 



"Sorry," the Canadian coolly yelled back, "I already gave at the office!" 
 
Jesus taught this principle in Luke 6:37-38: 

37 "Do not judge, and you will not be judged.  Do not condemn, and you 
will not be condemned.  Forgive, and you will be forgiven. 38 Give, and it 
will be given to you.  A good measure, pressed down, shaken together 
and running over, will be poured into your lap.  For with the measure 
you use, it will be measured to you." NIV 

 
You will find that whatever you give to others – whether it is judgment, 
condemnation, forgiveness or gifts – will eventually return to you.  This return 
might be evident here on earth or in eternity. 
 
Could it be that once again supernatural prosperity is coming to the true 
church of Jesus Christ?  Today many Christians shy away from teaching on 
the topic of prosperity because some have used Scripture to justify their own 
selfishness and greed.  Yet material possessions are not evil in themselves.  
Money and prosperity are important to God. 
 
The Lord has promised to meet all our needs at all times, but there have been 
particular periods of history when He has prospered His people more than 
usual.  In every case that He did, there was a special purpose for it.  It was so 
that God's people would have an abundance of material things in order to 
provide Him a suitable dwelling place. 
 
When the Israelites fled Egypt, God caused their former masters to be 
favourably disposed toward them.  They willingly gave the Hebrews gold, silver, 
and clothing.  A short time later the people gave of their abundance to provide 
for the building of the tabernacle.  Much the same thing happened in David's 
time.  During his reign Israel was transformed from a poor agricultural country 
into a prosperous trading nation.  David was thus able to give $150 million in 
gold out of his own treasury to finance the building of Solomon's temple. 
 
Now in our day God is providing abundantly for His people once again.  This 
time, however, He is not interested in our building Him a physical temple or 
tabernacle.  He wants to use our means to prepare His ultimate, eternal 
dwelling place - in the souls of people.  God wants the church to use this 
outpouring of prosperity to finance evangelistic efforts around the world that 
will result in millions of conversions.  Together with us these converts will be 
the living stones of God's temple. 
 
If you are not already, begin to support your home church with your tithes 
(10% of your gross income) and offerings.  Earmark some funds this month 
that you can make available for spontaneous giving. 
 
Without losing your eternal perspective on money: 



Make All You Can 
Save All You Can 
Give All You Can 
 
God is looking for people to trust with wealth. 
 

 
 


