
 

 

“Apathy” 
Kathryn Seib on Sun. a.m. November 19/17 

 
Theme:  Focus on loving the Lord with your whole heart. 
 
Text:  Revelation 3:14-22 
 
Here’s a thought:  The opposite of love is not hate but apathy. 
 
I realized early in life that apathy can creep into my life very quickly and 
subtly. 
 
What image pops into your mind when I use the word apathy?  I don’t care.  
Rebellion.  Lack of interest or concern. 
 
The opposite of love is not hate but apathy, where we don’t care. 
 
I would rather train a spirited horse than flog a dead one. 
 
If I am not the spirited horse does that make me closer to the dead one? 
 
Revelation 3:14-22: 
[14] “To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: These are the words of the 
Amen, the faithful and true witness, the ruler of God's creation. [15] I know 
your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the 
other! [16] So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am about to 
spit you out of my mouth. [17] You say, ‘I am rich; I have acquired wealth and 
do not need a thing.' But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, 
blind and naked. [18] I counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the fire, so 
you can become rich; and white clothes to wear, so you can cover your 
shameful nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes, so you can see. [19] Those 
whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest, and repent. [20] Here I am! 
I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I 
will come in and eat with him, and he with me. [21] To him who overcomes, I 
will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as I overcame and sat down 
with my Father on his throne. [22] He who has an ear, let him hear what the 
Spirit says to the churches.” 
 
It is easy to be part of the lukewarm, Laodicean church. 
 
How does apathy creep in? 
 
A pattern of unmet expectations. 
 
Apathy creeps in slowly. 



 

 

 
Apathy is the line where contentment becomes complacency. 
 
2 Samuel - when kings were going out to war King David became apathetic. 
 
Apathy strikes at the heart of the first and greatest commandment - to love the 
Lord. 
 
If we are not loving God wholeheartedly then how will we love others? 
 
Another consequence of apathy is a lack of connectedness with others. 
 
Jesus says He knocks at the door and wants to come in and dine with us. 
 
Proverbs - a little sleep a little slumber and a poverty will come upon you.  
Poverty is not just financially. 
 
Another consequence of apathy is that our witness is hurt.  We can complain 
and become self-centred. 
 
Apathy leads to self-focus and a consumer mentality. 
 
Galatians 5:19-26 - the fruit of the Spirit will help us to overcome challenges 
and apathy. 
 
2 Peter 1:3 - He has given us everything we need for life and godliness. 
 
Apathy prevents us from dreaming. 
 
Ephesians 3:19-21: 
[19] and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to 
the measure of all the fullness of God. [20] Now to him who is able to do 
immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is 
at work within us, [21] to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 
throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 
 
The Lord has big things in store for us! 
 
I hit a hawk on a recent trip but only noticed three days later that it was still 
stuck in the grill of my car!  Apathy is like overlooking a blind spot in our lives. 
 
I have a friend who has been through a difficult time in her life.  She went back 
to the basics in her faith and renewed her love and passion for Jesus.  This 
affects everything in her life. 
 
Philippians 2:1-13: 



 

 

1 If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort 
from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and 
compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the 
same love, being one in spirit and purpose. 3 Do nothing out of selfish 
ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than 
yourselves. 4 Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also 
to the interests of others. 5 Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ 
Jesus: 6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God 
something to be grasped, 7 but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of 
a servant, being made in human likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as 
a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death—even death on a 
cross! 9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name 
that is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 12 Therefore, my dear 
friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in my presence, but now much 
more in my absence—continue to work out your salvation with fear and 
trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his 
good purpose. 
 
God wants to give us the will to accomplish His will. 
 


