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Theme:  Jesus Christ wants to use us to lead others to Him. 
 
Texts:  Matthew 4:18-22, Luke 5:1-11, Colossians 1:28-29 
 
Here’s a thought:  As we spend time with Jesus we become like Him – the 
master fisherman. 
 
Imagine what it would have been like to go fishing with Moses: 
 

 
 
During our Lord's time on earth, as He began His earthly ministry, He was on 
the lookout for disciples that He could transform into fishers of men.  Is it not 
significant that He called hearty, faithful fishermen to the task of fishing for 
men?  Many of the natural qualities and techniques for successful fishing are 
similar to the spiritual qualities needed in service for Him. 
 
In Matthew 4:18-22 Jesus goes fishing for some fishermen: 

18 As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, 
Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew.  They were casting a net into 
the lake, for they were fishermen. 19 "Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and 
I will make you fishers of men." 20 At once they left their nets and 
followed him. 21 Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James 
son of Zebedee and his brother John.  They were in a boat with their 



father Zebedee, preparing their nets.  Jesus called them, 22 and 
immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him. NIV 

 
This is the second time that Jesus had called Simon Peter and his brother 
Andrew.  After the first time (John 1:35-42) they had gone back to fishing but 
they continued to hang around Jesus to observe Him.  Jesus demonstrates 
patience and interest in their everyday lives, giving them the time and 
opportunities to check Him out. 
 
As we follow the Master Fisherman He provides: 
Preparation 
Partners 
Power 
 

Preparation 
 

 
 
It's a tedious job.  Fishermen sit for hours going over their nets, looking for 
places to repair, to untangle if necessary, in order to get them prepared for the 
next day of fishing.  The necessity for such work is obvious if fish are to be 
caught in the nets and the day of fishing is to be a success. 
 
The word "preparing," in the expression "preparing their nets" is an interesting 
word in the Greek language.  This word “katartizo” not only means to prepare, 
repair or mend, but also to arrange, to adjust, to complete, to furnish, to equip 
and to perfect.  These various thoughts are seen where the writers of Scripture 
use the word. 
 
If the necessity of "preparing their nets" is obvious, in order to catch fish, can 
we not see that we are taught by this fact that there is a necessary spiritual 
preparation in service for the Lord to men?  Without a doubt, there is an 
arranging, an adjusting, a repairing and an equipping first of all ourselves 
before we can be of helpful spiritual service to others. 
 



Gifts are given by the resurrected Christ to the church for this purpose.  In 
Ephesians 4:11-13 the Apostle Paul writes: 

11 It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to 
be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, 12 to prepare 
God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built 
up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the 
Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the 
fullness of Christ. NIV 

 
The Greek word translated "prepare" is the same word translated "preparing" in 
Matthew 4:21.  In order to carry out the ministry each believer is appointed to 
fulfill as a member in the body of Christ, he must himself be perfected, 
adjusted, equipped, or if necessary be mended by the ministry from the Head 
through the gifts He gives to His church.  This ministry is the ministry of the 
Word of God by the enlightenment and power of the Holy Spirit.  This is what 
God has given for arrangement and order according to His mind to be 
guidelines and directions with instructions and corrections for our life in 
fellowship with Him and His people - His Assembly - here on earth.  Only as we 
follow His Word in His order and arrangement ourselves, can we function 
according to His mind for His pleasure and become contributors to the 
"mending" or "perfecting" of others.  In other words, the change begins with us. 
 
God Himself is engaged by His Word and Spirit to "equip you" as the writer 
prays in Hebrews 13:20-21: 

20 May the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant 
brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the 
sheep, 21 equip you with everything good for doing his will, and may he 
work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be 
glory for ever and ever.  Amen. NIV 

 
Not only does God desire a good work done, He desires it to be done according 
to His will.  It is doing a good work in a right way and manner that will please 
Him.  To answer to this, how imperative it is that God does work in our souls in 
the "mending" of our thoughts and ways to conform to the thoughts and ways 
of His beloved Son!  He lives in us for this purpose.  This arranging, adjusting, 
and equipping is actually the forming of Christ in us by the power of His Word 
and Spirit manifested in practical ways. 
 
With this "mending" accomplished, it is then that fitness is rendered in order to 
reach out in helpful "mending" of others.  In Galatians 6:1 we read: 



Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should 
restore [mend, prepare] him gently.  But watch yourself, or you also may 
be tempted. NIV 

 
The spirit of meekness is produced by God's "mending" of our own souls.  It is 
the fruit of the Holy Spirit's work.  It is the very quality seen in the One who 
said, "I am meek and lowly in heart."  It gives us proper thoughts of ourselves 
through the comprehension of the gracious work of God in us, and puts the 
one overtaken in a fault in proper perspective as one not more needy than 
ourselves of the gracious ministry of God's Word and Spirit.  "Preparing their 
nets" is truly labour.  But, it is labour not dependent upon our own ability. 
Rather it is a result of yielding to His adjusting ourselves and then, as clay in 
His hands, being used by Him as His instruments by His power for the 
"mending" of others. 
 
In what ways do you need to be mended, healed, prepared and equipped?  
What are some holes in the nets of New Beginnings Church that you see?  
What can you do to mend those nets to help us to catch fish? 
 
As we follow the Master Fisherman He provides: 
Preparation 
Partners 
 

 
 
Fishermen in Palestine could make some good money 2,000 years ago, 
particularly those who worked together.  Luke 5:1-11 includes a team of 
fishermen: 

5 One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, with the 
people crowding around him and listening to the word of God, 2 he saw 
at the water's edge two boats, left there by the fishermen, who were 
washing their nets. 3 He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to 
Simon, and asked him to put out a little from shore.  Then he sat down 
and taught the people from the boat. 4 When he had finished speaking, 
he said to Simon, "Put out into deep water, and let down the nets for a 
catch." 5 Simon answered, "Master, we've worked hard all night and 
haven't caught anything.  But because you say so, I will let down the 
nets." 6 When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish 



that their nets began to break. 7 So they signalled their partners in the 
other boat to come and help them, and they came and filled both boats 
so full that they began to sink. 8 When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at 
Jesus' knees and said, "Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!" 9 
For he and all his companions were astonished at the catch of fish they 
had taken, 10 and so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, 
Simon's partners.  Then Jesus said to Simon, "Don't be afraid; from now 
on you will catch men." 11 So they pulled their boats up on shore, left 
everything and followed him. NIV 

 
I had read this passage for years and missed this word “partners” in verse 10.  
Recently I had it pointed out to me that this word “partners, companions or 
associates” comes from the Greek word “koinonoi".  This word comes from the 
same root for the word “koinonia”, which is translated as “communion” or 
“fellowship”. 
 
"Koinonia" is translated "fellowship" in 1 John 1:6-7: 

6 If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie 
and do not live by the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the 
light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his 
Son, purifies us from all sin. NIV 

 
This kind of partnership is affirmed in Ecclesiastes 4:9-12: 

9 Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their 
work: 10 If one falls down, his friend can help him up.  But pity the man 
who falls and has no one to help him up! 11 Also, if two lie down 
together, they will keep warm.  But how can one keep warm alone? 12 
Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves.  A cord of 
three strands is not quickly broken. NIV 

 
This adds much more to our understanding of “communion” or “fellowship”.  
We enjoy “Communion” or the Lord’s Supper regularly as a church family.  
When we think of “fellowship” with other followers of Christ we typically think 
of visiting or having a meal together.  Fellowship is all this and more!  
Fellowship includes partnering together in fulfilling the Great Commission, in 
making disciples of Jesus. 
 
Fishing with nets is much more effective when done with partners: 
 



 
 
The Great Commission is so much more “doable” when we work together.  Are 
you ready to partner with us in catching fish?  Then let me know by telling me 
and by making your time, energy and money available for this high and holy 
task. 
 
As we follow the Master Fisherman He provides: 
Preparation 
Partners 
Power 
 

 
 
We started by reading an invitation and a promise in Matthew 4:19, "Come, 
follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers of men."  Jesus is 
constantly fishing for men, women, boys and girls.  As we follow Him we catch 
who He is, what He is saying and what He is doing.  As we spend time with 
Him we become like Him.  
 
Do you realize that the God of the universe is inviting you and me to be His 
fellow workers?  Check out 1 Corinthians 3:5-9: 

5 What, after all, is Apollos?  And what is Paul?  Only servants, through 
whom you came to believe — as the Lord has assigned to each his task. 6 
I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow. 7 So neither 
he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God, who makes 
things grow. 8 The man who plants and the man who waters have one 
purpose, and each will be rewarded according to his own labour. 9 For 
we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, God's building. NIV 

 



The term “fellow workers” comes from the Greek word “sunergoi”, from which 
we get the word “synergy”.  Synergy, in general, may be defined as two or more 
agents working together to produce a result not obtainable by any of the agents 
independently. (From http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Synergy) 
 
Paul refers to this power in Colossians 1:28-29: 

28 We proclaim him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all 
wisdom, so that we may present everyone perfect in Christ. 29 To this 
end I labour, struggling with all his energy, which so powerfully works in 
me. NIV 

 
The words “energy” and “works” come from the same Greek root word 
“energeia”, from which we get the English word “energy”.  In other words, the 
Master Fisherman provides the energy or the power for us to catch the fish. 
 
After a worship service at First Baptist Church in Newcastle, Kentucky, a 
mother with a fidgety seven-year-old boy told me how she finally got her son to 
sit still and be quiet.  About halfway through the sermon, she leaned over and 
whispered, “If you don't be quiet, Pastor Charlton is going to lose his place and 
will have to start his sermon all over again!”  It worked. 
 
It is amazing how much energy young children have!  Paul describes this 
amazing power that the Lord makes available to everyone who is committed to 
fulfilling His purposes here on earth.  This power is given so that you and I 
might present others to Him one day as perfect, complete or mature.  As a 
follower of Jesus Christ you have within you a power plant, an incredible 
source of energy called the Holy Spirit. 
 
Our desire to catch fish is vitally important but we don’t have to catch fish in 
our own strength.  The Lord provides the power.  In fact, I am sure that He 
wants to catch fish more than we do.  Do you want to catch fish?  Do you want 
to see people come to know Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour?  Do you 
really want this?  If you do, ask Him for the power to fulfill this task. 
 
As we follow the Master Fisherman He provides: 
Preparation 
Partners 
Power 
 
Jesus Christ wants to use us to lead others to Him. 



 

 
 


