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Theme:  Grow what has been entrusted to you by the Master. 
    Text:  Matthew 25:13-30 
 
Here’s a thought:  There are over 350 “fear nots” in the Bible.  Fear and faith 
cannot live together very long. 
 
I have come to recognize two guys battling for supremacy inside – the pioneer 
and the settler.  The pioneer wants to take new ground while the settler wants 
to sit back and enjoy the ground I have already.  The pioneer loves to take risks 
while the settler is nervous about losing what I have.  It seems that as I get 
older the pioneer grows weaker while the settler grows stronger. 
 
Jesus speaks to the pioneer and settler in all of us in Matthew 25:13-30: 

13 Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour. 
14 Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants 
and entrusted his property to them. 15 To one he gave five talents of 
money, to another two talents, and to another one talent, each according 
to his ability.  Then he went on his journey. 16 The man who had 
received the five talents went at once and put his money to work and 
gained five more. 17 So also, the one with the two talents gained two 
more. 18 But the man who had received the one talent went off, dug a 
hole in the ground and hid his master's money. 19 After a long time the 
master of those servants returned and settled accounts with them. 20 
The man who had received the five talents brought the other five.  
“Master,” he said, “you entrusted me with five talents.  See, I have gained 
five more.” 21 His master replied, “Well done, good and faithful servant!  
You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many 
things.  Come and share your master's happiness!” 22 The man with the 
two talents also came.  “Master,” he said, “you entrusted me with two 
talents; see, I have gained two more.” 23 His master replied, “Well done, 
good and faithful servant!  You have been faithful with a few things; I will 
put you in charge of many things.  Come and share your master's 
happiness!” 24 Then the man who had received the one talent came. 
“Master,” he said, “I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you 
have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed. 25 So I 



was afraid and went out and hid your talent in the ground.  See, here is 
what belongs to you.” 26 His master replied, “You wicked, lazy servant!  
So you knew that I harvest where I have not sown and gather where I 
have not scattered seed? 27 Well then, you should have put my money 
on deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I would have 
received it back with interest. 28 Take the talent from him and give it to 
the one who has the ten talents. 29 For everyone who has will be given 
more, and he will have an abundance.  Whoever does not have, even 
what he has will be taken from him. 30 And throw that worthless servant 
outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.” NIV 

 
The Master 
 

 
 
Bob Deffinbaugh notes (https://bible.org/seriespage/27-parable-talents-
matthew-2514-30-luke-1912-28): 

It is indeed unfortunate that the term “talent” means something very 
different today from what our Lord meant when He told this parable.  The 
talent was the largest measurement of money in those days.  Since a 
talent was actually a measurement of weight, it did not have a constant 
value.  A talent of gold, for example, would be worth a whole lot more 
than a talent of bronze.  While commentators differ somewhat over the 
approximate value of a talent in today’s economy, all would agree that it 
was a large amount of money.  Some say that it was the equivalent to 20 
years’ wages for a common laborer.  We must remember, then, that a 
talent is a measure of money; it is not a reference to abilities.  The talents 
were distributed on the basis of ability, not as the bestowing of ability. 

 
The master studied each of these three servants before going away on his 
journey.  He assessed their ability to handle money and entrusted them with 
varying amounts based upon that assessment.  He was a master investor. 
 
The master wanted to provide the environment for success and risk-taking - 
not simply preservation and maintenance.  The Lord is for you!  He wants to 
bless you! 
 
The Man with Five Talents 
 



 
 
The man who was given five talents could have flaunted it like a big shot.  
Instead, he simply went to work multiplying what had been entrusted to him. 
 
Hang on to any of the new Alberta quarters.  If you have them, they may be 
worth much more than 25 cents. 
 
The Canadian Mint announced on Friday that it is recalling all of the Alberta 
quarters that are part of its program featuring quarters from each province. 
 
"We are recalling all the new Alberta quarters that were recently issued," 
Canadian Mint Deputy Minister Jack Shackleford reported.  “This action is 
being taken after numerous reports that new quarters will not work in parking 
meters, vending machines, pay phones, or other coin-operated devices". 
 
The quarters were issued in the order in which the various provinces joined 
Confederation and have been a tremendous success amongst coin collectors 
worldwide.  "The problem lies in the unique design of the Alberta quarter, 
which was created by a team of experts," Shackleford said.  "Apparently, the 
duct tape holding the two dimes and the nickel together keeps jamming the 
coin-operated devices". 
 
It would have been very tempting for the servant with five talents to simply 
waste the money on his own short-term gratification.  Instead, he lived with the 
expectancy of the master’s imminent return.  This realization compelled him to 
stretch beyond his own fears, insecurities and discomfort with change.  This 
realization challenged him to multiply the talents the master had entrusted to 
him. 
 
With each privilege comes a responsibility.  Jesus explains it this way in Luke 
12:48b: 

From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and 
from the one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be 
asked. NIV 

 
I think of men like Jabez and Caleb.  What did these two Biblical characters 
have in common?  They were both progressive and filled with faith.  They asked 
God to bless them and to enlarge their territories.  The Lord was not offended 



or appalled by this request; He was actually pleased with their vision and He 
granted their requests. 
 
Phillips Brooks (1835-1893) concluded (from Warren Wiersbe’s Commentary on 
Joshua 6): 

The only way to grow in faith is to accept new challenges and trust God 
to give you victory.  Do not pray for easy lives, pray to be better men and 
women.  Do not pray for tasks equal to your powers; pray for power equal 
to your tasks. 

 
People that have great wealth typically do not show it.  People that have high 
debt loads typically spend their money on items that depreciate while the 
wealthy first spend their money on investments that will grow and appreciate.  
I heard one fellow say it this way:  when the rich come across some money they 
invest it but when the middle class come across some money they buy an SUV. 
 
Could the same be true in the spiritual realm?  Could it be the people that 
appear to be the most spiritual are actually spending their time, energy and 
money on wood, hay and stubble while the followers of Christ that are not 
flashy or attracting much attention are quietly investing their talents on what 
will grow and increase for the Master? 
 
The Man with Two Talents 
 

 
 
The fellow with two talents could have been discouraged by looking at what he 
did not have.  He could have compared himself with the one that had five and 
could have focused on that. 
 
Paul the Apostle warned of this danger in 2 Corinthians 10:12: 

We do not dare to classify or compare ourselves with some who commend 
themselves.  When they measure themselves by themselves and compare 
themselves with themselves, they are not wise. NIV 

 
When you look at others and see their exceptional abilities or qualities do you 
commend them or do you compare yourself with them?  If you compare 
yourself with them, you need to repent and adjust your attitude.  When you 
break this sinful pattern, you will begin to walk in the freedom of celebrating 



the exceptional abilities and qualities in others.  You will then be free to get on 
with being faithful with what the Master has entrusted to you. 
 
The Man with One Talent 
 

 
 
The first two knew their master and what He wanted them to accomplish with 
the talents entrusted to them.  The third did not know the master and was 
filled with fear.  As a result, he simply built a fortress around the talent and 
took no risks. 
 
John the Apostle knew the Lord Jesus very well and he writes in 1 John 4:18: 

There is no fear in love.  But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has 
to do with punishment.  The one who fears is not made perfect in love. 
NIV 

 
There are over 350 “fear nots” in the Bible.  Do you think the Lord may be 
trying to tell us something?  Fear and faith cannot live together very long. 
 
An elderly woman in Florida called 911 on her cell phone to report that her car 
had been broken into.  She was hysterical as she explained her situation to the 
dispatcher:  “They’ve stolen the stereo, the steering wheel, the brake pedal and 
even the accelerator!”  She cried. 
 
The dispatcher said, “Stay calm.  An officer is on the way.” 
 
A few minutes later, the officer radioed in.  “Disregard,” he said, “She got in the 
back seat by mistake.” 
 
Reflect for a moment on Matthew 14 when Peter challenged Jesus as He 
walked beside their boat on the lake:  “Lord, if it’s really you, call me to come to 
you.”  The Lord called him and Peter climbed on to the water.  We tend to pay 
less attention to the fact that Peter stepped out of the boat and more attention 
to him losing sight of the Lord and beginning to sink. 
 
What do you think the other disciples were thinking when Peter stepped out of 
the boat?  Probably something like, "What are you doing, Peter?  Are you 
nuts?"  They probably paid little attention to the Lord calling Peter to Himself.  



They focused more on the circumstances and their fear and less on hearing the 
Lord's voice, on knowing His heart and His power. 
 
Likewise, the man who buried his talent focused more on the circumstances 
and his fear and less on hearing the Lord's voice, on knowing His heart and His 
power. 
 
It is so easy for us to fall into this trap when through our hurts, failures and 
resistance to change we decide not to reach out and make ourselves 
vulnerable.  Each time we do this we place another brick on the wall 
surrounding our hearts.  Eventually we close ourselves in and isolate ourselves 
from other people and the opportunities that we might otherwise seize. 
 
Churches can also fall into this trap where the settlers rule.  The corporate 
culture can become, “Let’s preserve and maintain what we have here.  Let’s not 
try anything new or take any chances.”  When churches make this inner vow, 
they begin to plateau and die.  This upsets the Master, who is not satisfied with 
simply maintaining what has been entrusted to His servants. 
 
Amazingly enough the one talent was taken away from that man and given to 
the one with ten!  We read this parable and we think to ourselves, “This is not 
fair!  Why didn’t the Master distribute the talents evenly in the first place?  He 
gave the man with five talents an unfair advantage!  Why did he jip the man 
who only received one talent?  Then He returns and takes away that single 
talent and gives it to the one who had turned his five talents into ten.  What 
kind of justice is this?” 
 
What matters in the kingdom of God is not “what is fair” and this certainly is 
evident in life because life “is not fair” by our human standards.  It is not up to 
you and me to determine what is fair and just in the grand scheme of things.  
There is a God and we are not Him!  Our duty is to grow what has been 
entrusted to us by the Master. 
 
What has been entrusted to you – individually and as a church?  What are you 
doing with it? 
 
What step of faith is the Lord calling you to take?  If you haven’t heard Him 
calling you to tackle something that is uncomfortable and bigger than you have 
faced before, then you aren’t listening! 
 
What are the end results that the Lord envisions for my life? 
 
The answer to that question is different for each person in this room, but for 
each of us part of the answer will include, “Grow what has been entrusted to 
you by the Master.” 
 



 
 


