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Theme:  God thinks questions are fine but a questioning spirit is not. 
Text:  Luke 7:18-35 
 
Here’s a thought:  God is not threatened by our questions and our honest 
apprehension. 
 
The following statements are taken from official documents, newspapers and 
magazines widely read during their day.  Listen to what the "authorities" had to 
say: 
   1840 - "Anyone travelling at the speed of thirty miles per hour would 

surely suffocate." 
   1878 - "Electric lights are unworthy of serious attention." 
   1901 - "No possible combination can be united into a practical machine 

by which men shall fly." 
   1926 - (from a scientist) "This foolish idea of shooting at the moon is 

basically impossible." 
   1930 - (another scientist) "To harness the energy locked up in matter is 

impossible." 
 
There have always been those who said, "It can't be done."  Yes, even the 
experts can be wrong.  But the real tragedy is that 99 percent of the people 
believed them. 
 
Why Dad, why?  I have asked this question and I have been asked this 
question.  We all seem to be prone toward scepticism or at least questions.  
There have always been people that have had questions for God.  Two such 
groups are described in Luke 7:18-35: 
 18 John's disciples told him about all these things.  Calling two of them, 

19 he sent them to the Lord to ask, "Are you the one who was to come, or 
should we expect someone else?" 20 When the men came to Jesus, they 
said, "John the Baptist sent us to you to ask, 'Are you the one who was 
to come, or should we expect someone else?'" 21 At that very time Jesus 
cured many who had diseases, sicknesses and evil spirits, and gave sight 
to many who were blind. 22 So he replied to the messengers, "Go back 
and report to John what you have seen and heard:  The blind receive 



 

sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, 
the dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor. 23 
Blessed is the man who does not fall away on account of me." 24 After 
John's messengers left, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about John:  
"What did you go out into the desert to see?  A reed swayed by the wind? 
25 If not, what did you go out to see?  A man dressed in fine clothes?  
No, those who wear expensive clothes and indulge in luxury are in 
palaces. 26 But what did you go out to see?  A prophet?  Yes, I tell you, 
and more than a prophet. 27 This is the one about whom it is written:  "'I 
will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before 
you.' 28 I tell you, among those born of women there is no one greater 
than John; yet the one who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than 
he." 29 (All the people, even the tax collectors, when they heard Jesus' 
words, acknowledged that God's way was right, because they had been 
baptized by John. 30 But the Pharisees and experts in the law rejected 
God's purpose for themselves, because they had not been baptized by 
John.) 31 "To what, then, can I compare the people of this generation? 
What are they like? 32 They are like children sitting in the marketplace 
and calling out to each other:  "'We played the flute for you, and you did 
not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not cry.' 33 For John the Baptist 
came neither eating bread nor drinking wine, and you say, 'He has a 
demon.' 34 The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and you say, 'Here 
is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and "sinners."' 35 
But wisdom is proved right by all her children." NIV 

 
The Lord responds to inquiries in different ways: 
Honest apprehension 
He answers 
Hardhearted scepticism 
He rebukes 
 
The Lord responds to: 
Honest apprehension (Luke 7:18-20) 
 

 
 
John the Baptist had been imprisoned by King Herod some time earlier.  Herod 
was angry because John rebuked him for "all the evil things he had done," but 
especially "because of Herodias, his brother's wife", who had left her husband 



 

to live with Herod.  The king was reluctant to take further action against John, 
"knowing him to be a righteous and holy man".  According to Josephus, a 
Jewish historian, Herod kept John imprisoned in his castle at Machaerus, in a 
remote area east of the Dead Sea. 
 
Word of Jesus' miracles had reached John in his isolated dungeon, prompting 
his questions while facing probable death.  Did John ask these questions 
because doubts had begun to creep into his own heart?  Or did John raise 
them expecting Jesus to reassure the messengers that he sent? 
 
Questions ... An elevator operator grew tired of people asking him for the time, 
so he hung a clock in the elevator.  Now all day long, people ask him, "Is that 
clock right?" 
 
We cannot know with certainty John's motives, but we must bear in mind that 
he was human.  Confined as he was and facing almost certain death, he 
probably did have some doubts. 
 
There have been others that genuinely wanted to fully believe the Lord but 
struggled.  In Mark 9:17-24 we are told of one: 
 17 A man in the crowd answered, "Teacher, I brought you my son, who is 

possessed by a spirit that has robbed him of speech. 18 Whenever it 
seizes him, it throws him to the ground.  He foams at the mouth, 
gnashes his teeth and becomes rigid.  I asked your disciples to drive out 
the spirit, but they could not." 19 "O unbelieving generation," Jesus 
replied, "how long shall I stay with you?  How long shall I put up with 
you?  Bring the boy to me." 20 So they brought him.  When the spirit saw 
Jesus, it immediately threw the boy into a convulsion.  He fell to the 
ground and rolled around, foaming at the mouth. 21 Jesus asked the 
boy's father, "How long has he been like this?"  "From childhood," he 
answered. 22 "It has often thrown him into fire or water to kill him.  But 
if you can do anything, take pity on us and help us." 23 "'If you can'?" 
said Jesus.  "Everything is possible for him who believes." 24 
Immediately the boy's father exclaimed, "I do believe; help me overcome 
my unbelief!" NIV 

 
Jesus recognized some faith in this man’s heart and cast out the demon from 
his son. 
 
Do you ever have questions or doubts about your faith in Jesus Christ and the 
Word of God?  Let's admit it, we all do at least occasionally.  Are there 
questions you would like to ask the Lord?  Go ahead, ask them.  Go ahead, give 
those around you the opportunity to ask them. 
 
With honest apprehension: 



 

He answers (Luke 7:21-29) 
 

 
 
Jesus certainly knew what was in John's heart.  Instead of trying to formulate 
a theological answer, He invited John's disciples to stay and watch.  We don't 
know how long they remained with Jesus, but in that time, they witnessed a 
variety of miracles.  He cured many diseases, cast out evil spirits, and restored 
sight to the blind.  To these powerful evidences of divine approval upon His 
ministry, Jesus added a mild admonition in the form of a beatitude:  "Blessed 
is the man who does not fall away on account of me."  The answer was 
adequate, for never again do we hear a voice of doubt from John's prison cell.  
We learn later (in Matthew 14:10) that John was beheaded in prison. 
 
The Apostle Paul describes in 2 Timothy 2:11-13 how the Lord helps in our 
times of honest apprehension: 
 11 Here is a trustworthy saying:  If we died with him, we will also live 

with him; 12 if we endure, we will also reign with him.  If we disown him, 
he will also disown us; 13 if we are faithless, he will remain faithful, for 
he cannot disown himself. NIV 

 
As soon as John's messengers had left, Jesus sought to remove any erroneous 
conclusions that may have arisen about John.  John was no fickle, frail reed 
swayed by every passing breeze.  Nor was John a grovelling bootlicker who 
assured himself of Herod's favours by bowing and scraping.  John had earned 
a reputation as a man of resolute courage.  Jesus reminded the people of this 
so that none would criticize John for his question. 
 
Jesus did not rebuke or shame John the Baptist for expressing his honest 
apprehension.  He knew that underlying this inquiry was a heart that believed 
in Him and trusted Him.  I tend to be the same as I am typically more open 
toward those I know believe in me and love me.  My wife, for example, is my 
biggest fan and my sharpest critic.  She questions me, disagrees with me, even 
downright argues with me, but I know that deep down there is a devotion and 
commitment to me unmatched by any other human. 
 
I want our homes and our church to be environments where people feel free to 
ask questions and to express doubts.  Jesus promised that if we even have the 
faith the size of a mustard seed, He will act on our behalf.  He is not threatened 
by our questions and our honest apprehension. 



 

 
What questions do you have to ask the Lord?  Are you angry with Him?  Are 
you wondering if He actually is all He says He is and if He will actually do all 
He promises?  He still welcomes you! 
 
The Lord responds to: 
Hardhearted scepticism (Luke 7:30) 
 

 
 
When the tax collectors and sinners heard John's message before he was sent 
to prison, they accepted it and were baptized.  Most of the Pharisees and 
teachers of the law, on the other hand, rejected John's teaching and refused to 
be baptized by him. 
 
Since they rejected John for his strict abstinence, they should have been 
pleased with Jesus' conduct, whose life-style included some of these activities.  
He lived among the people and did not withdraw from them, but they were just 
as critical of Him.  "Glutton, drunkard, friend of tax collectors and sinners," 
they charged. 
 
There certainly are people like that today.  Regardless of who the messenger is 
or the approach taken with them, they reject the message.  They refuse to 
believe that the Son of God became a man, hung on a cross, rose from the dead 
and offers eternal life to them today.  They use various excuses to write off the 
messengers that come to them with the good news of Jesus Christ: 

"The church is full of hypocrites" 
"The church is irrelevant" 
"Religion is just a crutch" 
"Jesus Christ was just a good man" 

 
Are there questions or is it hardhearted scepticism that you carry?  As long as 
you refuse to truly hear the answers, God will probably not get through to you.  
If your heart is closed to Him, I doubt it will be warmed by His love and power. 
 
With hardhearted scepticism: 
He rebukes (Luke 7:31-35) 
 



 

 
 
The tax collectors were among the most despised in the Jewish culture of that 
day.  The Jews would neither associate with them nor allow them in the temple 
or in the synagogue; nor would they permit them to give testimony in Jewish 
courts.  Yet it was these social outcasts that were coming to Jesus with 
questions, not questioning spirits. 
 
Jesus addressed those who had questioning spirits with a comparison.  They 
were like children who, while sitting in the marketplace, decided to play some 
games.  Children in that culture, as they do in any, imitated in play what they 
saw performed in all seriousness by adults.  The public processions and 
rejoicing in wedding occasions and the great sorrow at funerals made such an 
impression on the young minds that children introduced imitations of them 
into their play.  Some of them played on imaginary pipes, while others danced, 
as at weddings.  Again, some of them set up an imitation of a mournful wail, to 
which others responded with their own weeping, as at funerals.  Then at times 
there would be found some stubborn little ones who would not consent to take 
part in any play that may be initiated.  They would not dance while others 
piped, neither would they mourn with the others.  They were determined not to 
be pleased in any way; they would play neither wedding nor funeral.  Thus, it 
was that the people would receive neither Jesus nor John; but, like obstinate 
children, they refused to be satisfied with any proposition made to them. 
 
Megan:  "If you could have two wishes, what would they be?" 
Marianne:  "Well, I think I'd wish for a husband." 
Megan:  "That's only one wish.  What is your other one?" 
Marianne:  "I would have to save the other until I saw how he turned out." 
 
A questioning spirit has no intention to change or soften its position.  Such a 
person declares, "Don't confuse me with the facts, my mind is made up."  
Jesus' response to the religious leaders' hardhearted scepticism was vastly 
different from John the Baptist's questions.  He was accommodating to John's 
disciples by providing ample evidence for His identity and power.  He refused, 
however, to waste His time on those who would not believe regardless of what 
He said or did.  We should follow His example and do likewise. 
 
In Matthew 12:38-42 Jesus withholds signs from questioning spirits: 
 38 Then some of the Pharisees and teachers of the law said to him, 

"Teacher, we want to see a miraculous sign from you." 39 He answered, 



 

"A wicked and adulterous generation asks for a miraculous sign!  But 
none will be given it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. 40 For as 
Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of a huge fish, so the 
Son of Man will be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. 
41 The men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this 
generation and condemn it; for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, 
and now one greater than Jonah is here. 42 The Queen of the South will 
rise at the judgment with this generation and condemn it; for she came 
from the ends of the earth to listen to Solomon's wisdom, and now one 
greater than Solomon is here.” NIV 

 
Today certain people, even some within the church, are difficult, if not 
impossible, to please.  No matter what course of action one takes, they will not 
be satisfied.  We must learn to find the correct course of action and then, like 
Jesus, pursue it without wavering. 
 
Will God answer your questions?  If your heart is open to Him and wants to 
believe, your chances of hearing from Him are good.  He may speak to you 
through thoughts that pop into your mind, through the Bible, through people 
that He brings across your path or through circumstances.  If, however, your 
heart is hard and sceptical I don't hold out much hope for you unless you 
humble yourself and ask God to give you faith. 
 
Robert Louis Stevenson (1850-94) was a British novelist, essayist and poet who 
wrote such stories as "The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde" and 
"Treasure Island".  In the later years of his life Stevenson was a man of deep 
and profound faith.  It was not always like that, however.  Like many young 
people, he rebelled against his upbringing.  He was raised in Scotland in a very 
strict Calvinist home.  As a college student, he quickly shed his rigid 
upbringing, which he called "the deadliest gag and wet blanket that can be laid 
on a man," and adopted a partying lifestyle.  He called himself a "youthful 
atheist." 
 
As he became older, however, he began to have "doubts about his doubts."  He 
came to see that for all its claim to wisdom, the world had no satisfying 
answers to the deepest questions of life.  Later Robert Louis Stevenson would 
write, "There is a God who is manifest for those who care to look for him."  Still 
later he would describe his own religious outlook as a "cast iron faith." 
 
The Lord responds to inquiries in different ways: 
Honest apprehension 
He answers 
Hardhearted scepticism 
He rebukes 
 



 

God thinks questions are fine but a questioning spirit is not. 
 

 
 


