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Theme:  Following Jesus includes following people who follow Jesus. 
Text:  Acts 2:42 
 
Here’s a thought:  The people who impact me the most are those who know the 
One I want to know the most. 
 
I can’t seem to resist a globe or a wall map!  I was fascinated with some really 
cool solar-powered spinning globes that I saw in a gift shop in Alaska.  I was at 
Polaris Travel Clinic in Airdrie getting some vaccinations and stared at their 
huge map that covers most of the wall in their waiting room. 
 
I always want to know what is going on politically locally, provincially, 
nationally and internationally.  While the eyes of most people glaze over, I enjoy 
having a discussion about the issues our government leaders face. 
 
Where did my interests in geography and politics come from?  My mind drifts 
back to my Social Studies teacher at George McDougall High School in Airdrie, 
Mr. Ralph McCall.  I found a biography of him at 
http://mccall.rockyview.ab.ca/our-school/who-was-mr.-mccall and I learned 
that he retired in 1985 and passed away in 1995.  An elementary school has 
been named in his honour, and I can see why.  Mr. McCall had such 
enthusiasm for life and learning along with – you guessed it – a keen interest in 
geography and politics.  His influence lives on in me.  Our teachers can play 
such key roles in shaping who we become. 
 
The apostles and all followers of Jesus had gone through a very traumatic, 
confusing time with their leader being arrested, humiliated, unjustly tried, 
tortured and crucified.  Jesus had poured three years of life, teaching, training 
and miracles into them but they still didn’t get it.  They didn’t understand why 
this had happened to the One they loved so dearly.  The Scriptures had foretold 
these events and Jesus spoke of them but it just didn’t sink in.  Everything 
changed when Jesus was raised from the dead, appeared to them over 40 days 
to leave them with final words and the Holy Spirit was poured out. 
 
The church was off to a great start in Jerusalem!  We read this account in Acts 



2:42, “They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, 
to the breaking of bread and to prayer.” NIV 
 
The torch has been passed through the generations and now it is in our hands.  
The church’s purpose is still to know Jesus and to make Him known.  Our 
priorities and pursuits are shaped by this purpose. 
 
We are called to be with people who: 
Know Jesus 
Make Jesus Known 
 
We are called to be with people who: 
Know Jesus 
 

 
 
People continue to debate whether or not the 11 remaining apostles should 
have found a replacement for Judas Iscariot, one of them who betrayed their 
Lord and committed suicide.  However, their criteria for such a replacement is 
interesting in Acts 1:21-22: 

21 Therefore it is necessary to choose one of the men who have been with 
us the whole time the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 22 
beginning from John's baptism to the time when Jesus was taken up 
from us.  For one of these must become a witness with us of his 
resurrection. NIV 

 
In other words, they wanted to be sure that the one who rounded out the 
twelve knew Jesus firsthand.  They didn’t want someone who simply knew 
about Jesus through the words and testimony of others. 
 
Even though it came from those who opposed them, no greater compliment 
could have been made about two of the apostles in Acts 4:13: 

When they [the highly educated religious leaders] saw the courage of 
Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, 
they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with 
Jesus. NIV 

 
J.I. Packer summarizes, “Once you become aware that the main business that 
you are here for is to know God, most of life's problems fall into place of their 
own accord.” 



 
I see some similarities between the church in Corinth and the church in North 
America, with both being impressed by charismatic, dynamic personalities, 
with appearance and popularity more highly valued than the pursuit of Christ 
and Christ-like character.  These words of the Apostle Paul speak volumes in 2 
Corinthians 10:7-12: 

7 You are looking only on the surface of things.  If anyone is confident 
that he belongs to Christ, he should consider again that we belong to 
Christ just as much as he. 8 For even if I boast somewhat freely about 
the authority the Lord gave us for building you up rather than pulling 
you down, I will not be ashamed of it. 9 I do not want to seem to be 
trying to frighten you with my letters. 10 For some say, "His letters are 
weighty and forceful, but in person he is unimpressive and his speaking 
amounts to nothing." 11 Such people should realize that what we are in 
our letters when we are absent, we will be in our actions when we are 
present. 12 We do not dare to classify or compare ourselves with some 
who commend themselves.  When they measure themselves by 
themselves and compare themselves with themselves, they are not wise. 
NIV 

 
The new minister stood at the church door greeting the members as they left 
the Sunday morning service.  Most of the people were very generous telling the 
new minister how much they liked his message, except for one man who said, 
"That was a very dull and boring sermon, pastor." 
 
A few minutes later, the same man again appeared in line and said, "I don't 
think you did much preparation for your message." 
 
Once again, the man appeared, this time muttering, "You really blew it.  You 
didn't have a thing to say, pastor." 
 
Finally, the minister could stand it no longer.  He went to one of the deacons 
and inquired about the man. 
 
"Oh, don't let that guy bother you," said the deacon.  "He's a little slow.  All he 
does is go around repeating whatever he hears other people saying." 
 
Be very careful of who and what you allow to influence you.  We can learn from 
anybody – including world leaders, celebrities, athletes, authors, educators, 
business people and even ones who would surprise us - but the people who 
impact me the most are those who know the One I want to know the most.  
While I can glean good insights from an atheist, a Moslem, a Buddhist or a 
Hindu, I have chosen to know Jesus more than anyone or anything.  My 
pursuit of Christ acts as a filter for how much I allow the words, attitudes and 
actions of others to affect me. 
 



This is the risk we take when we listen to a speaker – even a polished preacher 
or profound teacher - that we don’t know personally.  Contrary to popular 
belief, the personal lives of our teachers is important.  Two of my favourite 
books were written by men who had extramarital affairs during or shortly after 
they wrote these fine books.  I still shake my head, wondering how such 
inspiration can flow from authors who were not submitting to the Lordship of 
Christ while they wrote.  I am not saying that we should not learn from people 
we don’t know, but I am saying that we should learn the most from people that 
we do know, by listening to their words and watching their actions. 
 
Paul extended the invitation to this group of people who loved celebrities in 1 
Corinthians 11:1, “Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ.” NIV 
Paul did not put stock in his cultural, academic or religious credentials, but he 
focused on knowing Christ (see Philippians 3:3-11). 
 
I am so thankful to partner with the New Covenant Ministries International 
NCMI apostolic team (www.ncmi.net).  Through these webs of relationships, I 
know people all over the world and I know people who know people all over the 
world.  When I talk with a member of this apostolic team or have them in our 
home and church to speak, there is a deeper level of trust than with a guest 
speaker I don’t know.  I ask you to seize every opportunity to learn and receive 
from the apostolic team by attending Equips with us and by joining us when 
team members visit. 
 
How intensely do you want to know Jesus?  Enough to place people who want 
to know Jesus at the top of your list of influencers? 
 
We are called to be with people who: 
Know Jesus 
Make Jesus Known 
 

 
 
The early church did not devote themselves to a philosophy or religion.  They 
had every opportunity to do so, with Athens still a prominent city in the Roman 
Empire and churning out deep thinkers.  The church was based in Jerusalem, 
the hub of Judaism.  The Great Sanhedrin was the supreme court of ancient 
Israel, made up of 70 men and the high priest who met in the Temple in 
Jerusalem.  The court convened every day except festivals and on the Sabbath 
(www.gotquestions.org/Sanhedrin.html). 



 
What did the apostles teach?  These people had seen the emptiness and 
corruption of philosophy and religion.  They desperately wanted to be free from 
the tyranny of Rome.  Even in their dialogue with the resurrected Christ they 
were hoping this all meant a political and military victory.  Jesus had to bring a 
major adjustment to their thinking in Acts 1:3-9: 

3 After his suffering [and resurrection], he [Jesus] showed himself to 
these men and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive.  He 
appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the 
kingdom of God. 4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he 
gave them this command:  "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift 
my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John 
baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit." 6 So when they met together, they asked him, "Lord, are you at 
this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?" 7 He said to them:  "It 
is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own 
authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on 
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." 9 After he said this, he was taken 
up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. NIV 

 
During these 40 days of post-resurrection appearances, Jesus spoke about the 
kingdom of God.  What do you think the apostles spoke about after Jesus 
ascended to heaven and they were baptized with the Holy Spirit on the Day of 
Pentecost?  The kingdom of God!  In other words, all of their teaching centred 
around the supremacy of God as revealed through His Son, Jesus Christ.  
While the Bible has unparalleled teaching on life, work, family and 
relationships, it is all built upon the Lordship of Jesus Christ.  You and I can 
know a lot about these important topics, but if we are not submitted to the 
King and His kingdom we have missed the point. 
 
We have made church about so many things, such as a place, meetings, social 
gatherings, humanitarianism and traditions.  Typically, when someone says a 
church is good they are talking about nice facilities, friendly people, music they 
like and relevant programs.  All of these ingredients can be fine in and of 
themselves.  The problem comes when they distract us from what – or shall I 
say who – this is all about.  We are called together to know Jesus and to make 
Him known.  Let’s keep the main thing the main thing! 
 
What is an apostle?  While it literally means “called out one”, an apostle is an 
envoy, ambassador, or messenger commissioned to carry out the instructions 
of the commissioning agent (www.biblestudytools.com/dictionary/apostle). 
 
What does an apostle and a penny have in common?  They are one "sent". 
 
Are there apostles today?  Some teach that apostles were only necessary to get 



the early church launched.  While the original twelve apostles had the unique 
opportunity to be with Jesus physically, the Bible does not say the gift and 
ministry of apostle would pass away with the first generation of apostles. 
 
Paul and James, the brother of Jesus, are also known as apostles.  Paul refers 
to apostles other than the twelve in 1 Corinthians 15:3-9: 

3 For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance:  that 
Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 that he was 
buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 5 
and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve. 6 After that, he 
appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at the same time, 
most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he 
appeared to James, then to all the apostles, 8 and last of all he appeared 
to me also, as to one abnormally born. 9 For I am the least of the 
apostles and do not even deserve to be called an apostle, because I 
persecuted the church of God. NIV 

 
Paul writes in Ephesians 4:11-12 that apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors 
and teachers are given to the church to prepare or equip God’s people for 
works of service.  If we think that apostles and prophets passed away with the 
first-generation church, why do we believe that we still have evangelists, 
pastors and teachers?  We can’t pick and choose.  The gift of apostle is the 
special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body of Christ that 
enables them to assume and exercise general leadership over a number of 
churches with an extraordinary authority in spiritual matters that is 
spontaneously recognized and appreciated by those churches.  An apostle 
establishes and builds churches; he's typically a church planter.  An apostle 
may function in many or all of the ministry gifts. 
 
Over 2,000 years, apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, teachers and the 
saints (ordinary Joes and Janes who love Jesus) have followed and led others 
through life here on earth to the hereafter.  We are taught by the inspiration 
and instruction of those who have gone before us as we provide the same for 
those who follow us and who walk with us. 
 
How intensely do you want to make Jesus known?  Enough to prepare yourself 
and to invest in others? 
 
We are called to be with people who: 
Know Jesus 
Make Jesus Known 
 
Following Jesus includes following people who follow Jesus. 
 



 
 


