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Theme:  We are called to follow Jesus and stick together. 
 
Text:  Acts 2:42 
 
Here’s a thought:  Never give in.  Never, never, never, never - in nothing, great 
or small, large or petty - never give in ... - Winston Churchill 
 
“French Bulldog Attacks Rope Swing” (2:00) at 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=NhgmS8g6opg 
 
Bulldogs are known for their determination - clamping on and not letting go.  
Such tenacity provides some amusement but draws much admiration from 
people who lack it.  Perseverance is a typical hallmark of history shapers.  
Animals, athletes, warriors, inventors, musicians, academics, leaders and 
followers alike make their mark when they refuse to give up. 
 
3,000 people had responded to the outpouring of the Holy Spirit and the 
declaration of God’s Word by the Apostle Peter.  The early church was born and 
it did not miss a breath as the ones who repented and were baptized knew 
what came next.  The apostles did not have to chase after them to follow up.  
There is no record of any of these 3,000 falling away.  They were motivated 
from within because their hearts were changed and there was no turning back 
to a life apart from Jesus Christ. 
 
Luke then records Acts 2:42-47: 

42 They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled 
with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the 
apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in 
common. 45 Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as 
he had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple 
courts.  They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and 
sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people.  
And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. 
NIV 



 
I would like to focus on these three words:  “they devoted themselves”.  These 
three elements were keys to the church’s successful launch.  These have 
endured through 2,000 years as followers of Jesus have enjoyed easy times 
and endured difficult times. 
 
A strong church commits: 
Corporately 
Repeatedly 
Personally 
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When Jesus was arrested in the Garden of Gethsemane the disciples dispersed.  
While Jesus’ fate was being discussed by the religious leaders, Peter hung 
around the campfire warming himself but denying their connection.  While 
Jesus was crucified we are told that at least a few of them returned to watch.  
After Jesus died they wondered what to do next.  It appeared to them that the 
last three years were wasted!  They had no purpose and direction.  The 
shepherd had been struck and the sheep were scattered.  There was no hope 
for this ragtag bunch that had followed Jesus of Nazareth. 
 
Then … Jesus began to appear to them individually, in pairs, in small 
numbers, as a group and to as many as 500 of them at the same time (1 
Corinthians 15:6)!  Hope was restored and directions were given.  In these 
darkest moments of despair the church began to take shape.  
 
A post-resurrection summary is provided in Acts 1:3-5: 

3 After his suffering, he [Jesus] showed himself to these men and gave 
many convincing proofs that he was alive.  He appeared to them over a 
period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 4 On one 
occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command:  
"Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which 
you have heard me speak about. 5 For John baptized with water, but in 
a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit." NIV 

 



The disciples did not go to their homes and pray on their own after 
encountering the resurrected Christ.  Instead, they responded obediently in 
Acts 1:12-14: 

12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of 
Olives, a Sabbath day's walk from the city. 13 When they arrived, they 
went upstairs to the room where they were staying.  Those present were 
Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and 
Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son 
of James. 14 They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the 
women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers. NIV 

 
The church shifted here from one person – Jesus Christ – to a collection of 
called ones that made the decision to stick together regardless of what came 
their way. 
 
Have you ever tried to have a relationship with someone who didn’t want a 
relationship?  It just doesn’t work.  You can love someone, reach out to 
someone, give to someone or serve someone but it takes at least two committed 
people to have a relationship or a community. 
 
The idea of “covenant” is pretty well lost in our culture.  The contract is 
probably the closest we come to this concept but it doesn’t capture the heart of 
what a covenant is all about.  When we sign a contract today we commit to 
fulfill our duties and obligations.  A biblical covenant is established when two 
hearts are knit together.  The Hebrew root word from which we translate 
“covenant” literally means “to cut”.  This is why animals are cut in two for 
those establishing the covenant to walk through.  God established such a 
covenant with Abram (Genesis 15) and Jesus demonstrated this covenant when 
He broke the bread with the disciples at the Last Supper (Luke 22).  People can 
enter into covenants, as David did with Jonathan (1 Samuel 18:3) and as a 
husband and wife when they come together (Genesis 2). 
 
When we come together around Jesus to worship Him, to hear His voice and to 
break bread we declare the covenant He has established with us and the 
unique bond that we have with one another as His body. 
 
Will we accept the privileges and responsibilities of following Jesus with a 
group of people that will sometimes bring us great joy and at other times make 
us very angry?  Will we commit to sticking together through thick and thin? 
 
A strong church commits: 
Corporately 
Repeatedly 
 



 
 
The secret of a woodpecker’s success is not in size but in repetition.  It is 
amazing how effective such a little bird can be through determination! 
 
The Greek word that Luke uses here is a present participle - an action being 
repeated.  It literally means, “they continued steadfastly, they continued in, 
they waited on, they focused on.” 
 
The decision to follow Jesus is huge and life-changing, but it is not a one-time 
decision.  Even the apostles did not go from living for themselves to living for 
Christ in one step.  In fact, Jesus called them repeatedly and each time they 
had to count the cost and decide if it was worth it.  They had victories and 
setbacks, affirmations and rebukes along the way. 
 
A salesman walked into his manager's office to chat first thing in the morning.  
The sales manager decided to use this moment as an educational opportunity 
and proceeded to educate the salesman on effective sales technique. 
 
"The main thing to remember is that repetition, repetition, repetition is the 
keynote!" he advised.  "If you have a product to sell, keep harping on it in every 
possible way, cram it down people's throats and beat them over the head with 
it!  Above all, don't ever forget to repeat and repeat and repeat!  It's the only 
way to get results!" exclaimed the sales manager. 
 
"Yes, sir!" the salesman answered, pretending enthusiasm the best he could. 
 
"And now, what was it you came in to see me about?" the sales manager asked. 
 
The salesman replied, "A raise!  A raise!  A raise!  A raise!  A raise!  A raise!  A 
raise!" 
 
I wonder how many times the Lord uttered these words recorded in Luke 9:23-
24: 

23 Then he [Jesus] said to them all:  "If anyone would come after me, he 
must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. 24 For 
whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for 
me will save it. NIV 

 



You don’t graduate from school, build a strong marriage, raise children, pursue 
a career or develop a skill with one monumental decision.  Every day you 
devote yourself to pursuing this priority that is important to you.  This is every 
bit as true as you follow Jesus! 
 
Our biggest challenge is to deny ourselves – to put aside our own comfort, 
desires and pursuits to go after the call of Christ.  The cross has become a 
shiny piece of jewellery in our culture, but 2,000 years ago it was the symbol of 
suffering, humiliation and death.  When a Roman or Jew thought of the cross 
in Palestine he would think of the worst fate reserved for criminals. 
 
Will you settle in your heart once and for all that you will follow Jesus wherever 
He leads you?  Will you decide to follow Him today, tomorrow and everyday 
hereafter? 
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Luke tells us in Acts 2:42 that they devoted themselves.  I cannot make a 
decision for you and you cannot make such a decision for me.  This would 
violate the freedom and responsibility we have been given by our creator and 
judge. 
 
Joshua succeeded Moses as the leader of Israel and in many ways 
foreshadowed Jesus (pronounced Yeshua in Hebrew).  He lays out the choices 
and the freedom to choose in Joshua 24:14-15: 

14 Now fear the Lord and serve him with all faithfulness.  Throw away 
the gods your forefathers worshiped beyond the River and in Egypt, and 
serve the Lord. 15 But if serving the Lord seems undesirable to you, then 
choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods 
your forefathers served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in 
whose land you are living.  But as for me and my household, we will 
serve the Lord. NIV 

 



A nation, community, company, team, family or church is only as strong as the 
commitment that each member makes to the identity, goals and purposes that 
they share. 
 
Abraham Lincoln (1809-1865) had many political setbacks but went on to be 
one of the greatest American presidents.  He exhorted, “Hold on with a bulldog 
grip, and chew and choke as much as possible.” 
 
Imagine a choir with just one person singing while the others are lip-synching.  
Imagine a rowing team with just one rowing while the others are faking.  
Imagine riding a bicycle built for two with you peddling while your partner is 
not.  Imagine a tug-of-war with only one person pulling on the rope while the 
others are just grunting and groaning. 
 
We are looking for partners to follow Jesus together.  We are not looking for 
passengers who will simply ride on our coat tails while we try to coax them 
along. 
 
Will you devote yourself to living out the priorities described in Acts 2:42-47?  
Will you do so not out of loyalty to me or to any other human being, but to the 
head of the church, Jesus Christ? 
 
Sir Winston Leonard Spencer-Churchill (1874-1965) was called the British 
Bulldog, perhaps because he looked like one, had a bulldog named Dodo or 
more likely because of his “bulldog spirit”.  As British Prime Minister in World 
War 2, Mr. Churchill inspired the United Kingdom to fight with their allies and 
overcome the aggression of Adolf Hitler, Nazi Germany and the Axis forces. 
 
In a period of nail-biting crisis yet history-making opportunity Winston 
Churchill delivered this address to Harrow School on October 29, 1941 
(www.eng.uwaterloo.ca/~jcslee/poetry/churchill_nevergivein.html): 

Never give in.  Never give in.  Never, never, never, never - in nothing, 
great or small, large or petty - never give in, except to convictions of 
honour and good sense.  Never yield to force.  Never yield to the 
apparently overwhelming might of the enemy. 

 
A strong church commits: 
Corporately 
Repeatedly 
Personally 
 
We are called to follow Jesus and stick together. 
 



 
 


