
 

 

“The Gospel of Freedom” 
Braden Pole on Sun. a.m. June 25/17 

 
Theme:  We have been set free to help others be set free. 
 
Text:  John 14:6 
 
Here’s a thought:  The point of the gospel is not to burn people but to provide 
light and warmth for them. 
 
Open with Plato’s allegory of the cave from about 380 B.C. at 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=N6LUptADIww&feature=youtu.be. 
 
This is a story of a man who was released from his dungeon then wanted to 
return to free his fellow captives. 
 
Plato said the greatest task of the philosopher is to share truth with people who 
are too proud and belligerent to hear it - even with the prospect of death. 
 
Similar to Plato’s allegory, Jesus descended into the dungeon to free captives. 
 
John 14:6 – Jesus said I am the way, the truth and the life. 
 
Jesus descended to our earth with the certainty of death. 
 
The gospel is to be shared with the prisoners who are held captive. 
 
We have created this self-deception that there is nothing beyond the cave or 
this life. 
 
The gospel is not confined to the Jews or other people groups.  We have been 
set free by Jesus and it is our responsibility to share the gospel with those who 
don’t know Jesus yet. 
 
We want to honour ourselves and others by the standards of this world but 
they are mere shadows in the light of eternity. 
 
Imagine people stumbling around in a blizzard but they see a group gathered 
around a fire while they sing and celebrate.  This is a very attractive picture to 
those who are freezing in the cold. 
 
We can misuse the Word of God and burn them with it much like we burn 
someone with a lighter.  The point of the gospel is not to burn people but to 
provide light and warmth for them. 
 



 

 

Rend Collective’s album has a campfire theme because the gospel provides 
light, warmth and fellowship for people. 
 
It is our duty as Christians who have been set free to go and set others free. 
 
People who don’t know Jesus need to see that followers of Jesus are like Him 
and not like the world. 
 
Our only sure fire way to share the gospel is to love people. 


