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Theme:  The best return is on money loaned to the Lord. 
    Text:  Proverbs 19:17 
 
Here’s a thought:  Charity gives itself rich; covetousness hoards itself poor. - 
German Proverb 
 
Application/Purpose:  Build into your monthly budget the margin that allows 
you to give some money away. 
 
I wonder why the sun will lighten my hair (that remains) but will darken my 
skin?  Why women can’t put on mascara with their mouth closed?  Why is 
“abbreviated” such a long word?  Why isn’t there mouse flavoured cat food?  
When dog food is new and improved tasting, who tests it?  Why didn’t Noah 
swat those two mosquitoes?  Why do they sterilize the needle for lethal 
injections?  Why are they called apartments when they are all stuck together?  
If flying is so safe, why do they call the airport the terminal?  Why the person 
who invests your money is called a “broker”? 
 
Investing is spending or setting aside money for future financial gain.  We 
typically think of investments that include the purchase of financial assets 
such as stocks, bonds, mutual funds, or life insurance. 
 
Are you curious when someone mentions a way to grow your net worth?  
Would you like to hear a hot investment tip? 
 
Proverbs 19:17 provides a hot investment tip: 

He who is kind to the poor lends to the LORD, and he will reward him for 
what he has done. NIV 

 
Whoever is Kind to the Poor… 
 



 
 
World Relief Canada’s 2017 Impact Report reveals: 
• In 2013, more than 10 percent of the world’s population lived on less than 

$2.50 (Canadian) per day. 
• Half live in Sub-Saharan Africa. 
• Over half are under 18 years of age. 
• Most live in rural areas and are poorly educated. 
 
Our city has been known to offer a high standard of living to most residents but 
this is not the case for everyone who lives here – particularly with the low oil 
prices and our recent economic struggles.  In fact, one in five Calgarians are 
concerned about not having enough money for food.  One in three Calgarians are 
concerned about not having enough money for housing 
(www.calgary.ca/CSPS/CNS/Documents/Social-research-policy-and-
resources/What%20is%20Poverty.pdf). 
 
In Calgary on any given night, over 3,500 people are homeless.  The true face of 
homelessness may not be the image that first comes to mind.  People without a 
home include those with jobs, women fleeing violence, children and the elderly.  
Here are some other eye-opening facts (from www.faceitcalgary.com/facts): 
• At least 40% of Calgary’s homeless population is employed. 
• Nearly 300 children under 18 years of age are homeless in Calgary. 
• On any given night, 160 families sleep in Calgary shelters. 
• 65% of women at risk of experiencing homelessness reported being a victim of 

domestic violence. 
• 14,000 households in Calgary are at risk of becoming homeless and having 

their lives changed forever. 
• Each month 60,000 Albertans rely on food banks and 43% of them are 

children. 
• It’s estimated between 15,000 and 17,000 different people use an emergency 

shelter at least once every year in Calgary. 
 
New Beginnings Church has a benevolence budget, which is basically an 
opportunity for people to help people.  Money collected for our benevolence 
budget goes to help, first of all, people within our church family then others we 
know are struggling.  The old English word “alms” appears 13 times in the King 
James Version published in 1611 and has played a key role amongst God’s 
people for thousands of years.  The Israelites were given specific directions on 



how to look after the poor amongst them.  The Roman Empire did not have the 
social programs that we enjoy in Canada today but the church was known as a 
community who looked after the orphans and the widows.  Such generosity and 
compassion marked followers of Jesus 2,000 years ago and continues to do so 
today. 
 
New Beginnings Church contributes to the New Covenant Ministries 
International apostolic team fund, which includes assistance for churches and 
leaders in developing countries, emergency funds for Canadian churches who 
need input from team members and for training times in Canada.  It is our 
privilege to partner with Tyrone Daniel and the team nationally and 
internationally. 
 
In Luke 16:19-25 Jesus describes what kindness is not: 

19 There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and 
lived in luxury every day. 20 At his gate was laid a beggar named 
Lazarus, covered with sores 21 and longing to eat what fell from the rich 
man's table.  Even the dogs came and licked his sores. 22 "The time 
came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham's 
side.  The rich man also died and was buried. 23 In hell, where he was in 
torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his 
side. 24 So he called to him, “Father Abraham, have pity on me and send 
Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because 
I am in agony in this fire.” 25 But Abraham replied, “Son, remember that 
in your lifetime you received your good things, while Lazarus received 
bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony.” NIV 

 
The deception of hoarding and stinginess is that it feels good for a time but all the 
rewards are limited to this lifetime.  Awareness of God and of eternity should 
change our perspective on the poor significantly.  Being generous and open-
handed is an act of faith, expressing trust in our Provider. 
 
Kindness to the poor does not necessarily mean handouts.  At the risk of 
sounding uncompassionate and politically incorrect, some people should not be 
given money.  Some are poor because of choices they have made and continue to 
make every day.  I would not be kind to an alcoholic by buying him a drink.  
Likewise, I would not be kind to some people by giving them money. 
  
A man had posted himself in front of an office building with a tray of shoelaces.  
One executive made it a daily habit to give the unfortunate guy a dollar, but he 
never took the laces.  One day the peddler, after receiving the quarter, tapped 
his departing supporter on the back:  "I don't like to complain, Sir, but the 
laces have now gone up to two dollars." 
 
Many of us want to "help the poor" because of the good feeling it gives us.  We 
are concerned about salving our consciences, not with whether our "help" has 



actually met their real, long-term needs.  But true compassion gives people 
what they need, not just what they want.  Shovelling money and goods at 
people may help us - and them - feel good for the short run.  It takes more 
thought and time, and commitment on our part - and theirs - to help them do 
what is best in the long run.  It is terribly unfair to attribute all poverty to 
laziness.  It is terribly unwise to try to help the lazy in the same way we help 
the truly needy. 
 
Someone has observed, “Give a man a fish and you feed him for a day.  Teach 
him how to fish and you feed him for a lifetime.” 
 
Brenda and I support a microfinance program of World Relief Canada called 
“Village Savings and Loans”.  What I like is that we are lending money to 
impoverished entrepreneurs in developing countries so they can start small 
businesses and support their families.  Savings Groups usually have 15 to 30 
members and get started with as little as 10 to 20 cents of savings per person per 
week.  Loans typically range from $5 to $50 but can start as small as $2.50.  By 
providing communities with the resources and training needed to become self-
supporting, Savings Groups empower them to find local and long-term solutions 
to poverty.  You can learn more about World Relief Canada at 
www.worldrelief.ca. 
 
The Lord is doing great things in nations that are struggling economically.  Would 
you like to give and serve in one of these nations?  I think it will actually impact 
you more than the people there.  If you would like to be part of such a team and 
go to Zambia, please talk to Kathryn or me. 
 
It is so easy to insulate ourselves from the harsh realities of needy people around 
us and in other parts of the world.  What are you doing to raise your awareness 
of such needs? 
 
Whoever is Kind to the Poor… 
…Will Be Rewarded by the Lord 
 

 
 
Jesus explained in Luke 12:48: 

From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and 
from the one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be 
asked. NIV 



 
We Canadians enjoy one of the highest standards of living in the world.  Why has 
God blessed us so much?  He has blessed us so we can share this blessing with 
those that are in need. 
 
God is calling His people to be “rivers” rather than “lakes”. 
 
The Dead Sea is the world's lowest lake at 1,340 feet below sea level.  The Dead 
Sea is fed mainly by the Jordan River, which enters the lake from the north.  
Several smaller streams also enter it, mostly from the east.  The lake has no 
outlet and the heavy inflow of fresh water is carried off solely by evaporation, 
which is rapid in the hot desert climate. 
 

 
 
Someone has observed, ““The Dead Sea is the dead sea because it continually 
receives and never gives.” 
 
The Dead Sea is a prime example of what can happen when there are no 
outlets in a person’s life.  When money simply continues to flow into your life 
and there is no flow to investing in other people the wealth gradually 
evaporates and your supply dries up.  Even the world’s wealthiest man, Bill 
Gates, has come to realize how important it is to help those less fortunate than 
himself as he gives away millions of dollars every year. 
 
Proverbs 11:24-25 promises: 

24 One man gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds unduly, 
but comes to poverty. 25 A generous man will prosper; he who refreshes 
others will himself be refreshed. NIV 

 
A German Proverb explains, “Charity gives itself rich; covetousness hoards 
itself poor.” 
 

 
 



We should be more like a river than a lake, letting money flow through us 
generously.  While our human tendency and our culture would tempt us to 
acquire and accumulate more, the Lord is calling His people to share what He 
has given with others. 
 
Today’s text, Proverbs 19:17, is the only verse in the Bible that speaks of 
someone lending to the Lord.  He clearly has a soft spot in His heart for the poor. 
 
God develops business people so He can prosper them and use them to invest 
in His work.  There is a growing number of followers of Jesus that recognize 
this and are giving significant portions of their incomes to help those less 
fortunate than themselves.  Part of God’s work is to provide for the poor. 
 
The teacher asked one of her students, “Suppose you loan Frank $10, and he 
agrees to repay at the rate of one dollar per week.  How much money would you 
have after seven weeks?” 
 
Freddy replied, “None.” 
 
The teacher was disappointed, “None?  You don't know math very well.” 
 
Freddy explained, “You don't know Frank very well.” 
 
Whether the Lord rewards you here on earth or in eternity for your generosity 
is up to Him to decide.  What I can tell you is that He promises to repay you for 
whatever you give to the poor. 
 
Build into your monthly budget the margin that allows you to give some money 
away.  My wife, Brenda, and I have been doing this for years and we are having 
fun giving to individuals and to causes as we feel led to do so. 
 
Will you decide to carve out at least a small amount of this month’s income to 
help others?  Will you ask the Lord to guide you to the needs He wants you to 
address? 
 
Whoever is Kind to the Poor… 
…Will Be Rewarded by the Lord 
 
The best return is on money loaned to the Lord. 
 



 
 


