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Theme:  Our roots are in another place. 
    Text:  1 Peter 2:9-12 
 
Here’s a thought:  The early church was married to poverty, prisons and 
persecutions.  Today to prosperity, personality, and popularity. - Leonard 
Ravenhill 
 
Dorothy Gale is swept away from a farm in Kansas to a magical land of Oz in a 
tornado and embarks on a quest with her new friends to see the Wizard who 
can help her return home in Kansas and help her friends as well.  “The Wizard 
of Oz” was released in 1939.  Watch “There's no place like home” (The Wizard of 
Oz, 1939) video clip at www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y-Y9eQAFYdg. 
 
I enjoyed our recent vacation in Florida.  It was a real novelty and treat to eat 
at restaurants and to stay in a place where someone else would clean.  The 
weather was great and people were hospitable.  Almost everyone was very 
friendly and helpful.  A person could get quite attached to such a lifestyle! 
 
I have discovered, however, that it is good to go away and it is good to come 
home.  As good as restaurant food is it can all start to taste the same after a 
while.  Even with the novelty of sleeping in a condo or motel, I have recognized 
that there is no bed quite like my own.  Yes, it is fun to travel but I enjoy being 
at home also.  There is a comfortable familiarity of our own house that no 
Holiday Inn can replace.  I like to explore new territory but I grow tired of not 
knowing my way around.  In the long run, I would take driving on roads in a 
familiar community.  There is no place like home! 
 
The Apostle Peter wants to remind God’s people of their home life in 1 Peter 
2:9-12: 

9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who 
called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 10 Once you were not 
a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received 
mercy, but now you have received mercy. 11 Dear friends, I urge you, as 
aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which 



war against your soul. 12 Live such good lives among the pagans that, 
though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds 
and glorify God on the day he visits us. NIV 

 
Remember: 
Where Home Is 
Where Home Is Not 
 
Where Home Is 
 

 
 
Wherever they were scattered throughout the Roman Empire, the Jewish 
people were keenly aware of their heritage.  They were told by the Scriptures 
and by their parents and grandparents that they were a unique nation, holy 
and set apart from the world around them.  The acceptance of Jesus Christ as 
the Messiah set their worldview on its ear, as Gentiles (non-Jews) were 
declared grafted in to their citizenship through faith in Christ.  Having gone 
through a radical change as a Jew in his view toward Gentiles (see Acts 10), 
Peter declared this to be true in his writings and teachings. 
 
I have with me a very important document - my Canadian passport.  It takes 
time, energy and money to obtain this valuable little book.  Why is this 
passport worth so much to me?  It identifies where my roots are.  Fortunately, 
my roots are in a country that has a good reputation internationally.  When 
you and I as Canadians travel to other countries we are usually welcomed with 
open arms because of our nation. 
 
Our welcome with people is determined by their regard for our home.  If they 
love our King Jesus, chances are they will receive us with open arms.  If they 
dislike our King chances are they will treat us badly.  The early church in 
Jerusalem enjoyed a period of favour and growth as they experienced the Holy 
Spirit, enjoyed each other’s company and welcomed others who came to Christ 
and were added to their numbers.  However, persecution broke out against the 
church and many were forced from their homes.  The Apostle Peter wrote to 
these people to remind them where home is and to encourage them to remain 
faithful to their Lord. 
 



Leonard Ravenhill (1907-1994) observed, “The early church was married to 
poverty, prisons and persecutions.  Today, the church is married to prosperity, 
personality, and popularity.” 
 
There was another man who was called by God to leave his home country to 
another land.  We read of Abraham in Hebrews 11:8-10: 

8 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive 
as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where 
he was going. 9 By faith he made his home in the promised land like a 
stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, 
who were heirs with him of the same promise. 10 For he was looking 
forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 
NIV 

 
What enabled Abraham to let go of the familiarity and comfort of his home?  He 
hung on to all of this loosely because he recognized that his eternal destination 
was actually a city that is not of this world.  He could travel through this earth 
with an eye toward his real home. 
 
The Apostle John describes this home for God’s people in Revelation 21:1-4: 

1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the 
first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the 
Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3 And I heard a 
loud voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwelling of God is with men, 
and he will live with them.  They will be his people, and God himself will 
be with them and be their God. 4 He will wipe every tear from their eyes.  
There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old 
order of things has passed away." NIV 

 
A telephone directory in a large city accidentally got this ad mixed in with the 
listing of funeral homes:  "When away, keep in touch by long distance.  Phone 
ahead for reservations.  Let them know you're on the way!" 
 
Keeping your eyes fixed on this heavenly home can allow you to endure a lot 
here and now.  It can inspire you to sacrifice much as you pursue some One 
and some place that neither you nor I have seen yet with our physical eyes.  Is 
it any wonder that the world thinks we are crazy?  Is it any wonder that 
without the eyes of faith to see, Ted Turner – one of the wealthiest men in the 
world – believes that Christianity is just a crutch for weak people? 
 
How would you reply if I were to ask, “Where is home for you?” 
 
Remember: 



Where Home Is 
Where Home Is Not 
 

 
 
There is something within us that wants to fit in.  We strive for this at an early 
age with the people around us and most adults never outgrow this tendency.  
Peter refers to followers of Jesus as “aliens and strangers” in this world.  When 
we let the impact of this label sink in it changes the way we live. 
 
Few experiences have affected me as profoundly as having to watch my mother 
die.  As she laid there struggling for her last breaths I held her hand, looked 
into her face and wondered, “What is she experiencing right now?”  “What is 
heaven like?” 
 
Hebrews 11:13-16 describes men and women who were convinced of the 
answers to these questions: 

13 All these people were still living by faith when they died.  They did not 
receive the things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them 
from a distance.  And they admitted that they were aliens and strangers 
on earth. 14 People who say such things show that they are looking for a 
country of their own. 15 If they had been thinking of the country they 
had left, they would have had opportunity to return. 16 Instead, they 
were longing for a better country - a heavenly one.  Therefore God is not 
ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them. NIV 

 
A small boy, visiting New York City for the first time, went in an elevator to the 
top of a very tall building.  As he shot past the sixty-second floor at a 
breathtaking speed, he gulped, turned to his father and asked, "Daddy, does 
God know we are coming?" 
 
We live in such a temporary world.  Is this what we are living for?  I feel so 
sorry for people whose only hope is what we have here on earth.  When we 
think in such terms it is little wonder that we hang on so tightly to it. 
 
A common thread amongst passionate followers of Jesus Christ throughout the 
centuries has been homesickness for heaven.  The Apostle Paul refers several 
times in his letters to groaning in anticipation of being with the Lord (e.g. 
Romans 8:23, 2 Corinthians 5:2-4). 
 



Ignatius was the bishop of the church in Antioch, Syria, and was martyred 
under Emperor Trajan around A.D. 110.  He was apparently a disciple of the 
apostle John along with Polycarp, the bishop of Smyrna.  Polycarp, Irenaeus, 
and Origen all refer to him or his epistles in their writings, confirming what we 
know of his life. 
 
After presenting himself to Emperor Trajan and declaring his allegiance to 
Christ, Ignatius of Antioch was condemned to die in Rome.  On his journey 
from Antioch to Rome, he was allowed to stop and visit Christians, and he 
wrote seven letters which have survived to this day 
(www.gotquestions.org/Ignatius-of-Antioch.html). 
 
Listen to a couple short snippets from the letters of  
Ignatius of Antioch (www.christian-history.org/martyrdom-quotes.html): 

The believing have, in love, the character of God the Father by Jesus 
Christ, by whom, if we are not in readiness to die into his suffering, his 
life is not in us. (Letter to the Magnesians 5, Magnesia was near 
Ephesus) 

 
May I enjoy the wild beasts that are prepared for me.  I pray that they 
would be found eager to rush at me, and I will also entice them to devour 
me speedily and not deal with me as some, whom out of fear they have 
not touched.  If they are unwilling to assail me, I will compel them to do 
so.  Pardon me; I know what is to my benefit.  Now I begin to be a 
disciple.  Let no one, of things visible or invisible, prevent me from 
attaining to Jesus Christ.  Let fire and the cross; let wild beasts; let 
tearings, breakings, and dislocation of bones; let cutting off of limbs; let 
shatterings of the whole body; and let all the evil torments of the devil 
come upon me; only let me attain to Jesus Christ. (Letter to the Romans 
5) 

 
One of the most life-changing realizations you and I can arrive at is concluding 
that earth is not where our eternal home will be.  We are just passing through! 
 
A friend of mine had a significant impact on my life when I was in my late teens 
and early twenties.  He had decided to quit his lucrative real estate profession 
to become a pastor in my home church.  I am sure a lot of his former business 
colleagues wondered why he would change careers when he had been a 
member of the million dollar round table with the Calgary Real Estate Board.  
One day when I was in his office I realized what motivated him.  He had 
hanging on his wall a plaque that read, “Live with Eternity’s Values in View.” 
 
We once had missionaries visit that same church who preached a powerful 
message and exhorted us to “hang on to things loosely.”  Here was a family who 
were living what they believed, willing to risk everything as they served God in 
Central America. 



 
I am not saying that you need to quit your job and become a pastor or 
missionary to truly serve God.  The question I want to ask is, “Where is home 
for you?”  Your answer to that question can determine your priorities and 
values here and now.  You might be poor or wealthy, educated or not, 
handsome or homely.  What matters the most to you is where your heart is. 
 
In 1998, a Buddhist monk died.  His name is Athet Pyan Shintaw Paulu and he 
was born in 1958 in Bogale in the Irrawaddy Delta, Southern Myanmar in 
Burma.  A few days later, his funeral was held, at which he was to be 
cremated.  From the smell, it was obvious that his body had already started to 
decompose - he was very clearly dead according to a report from missions 
agency Asian Minorities Outreach.  "We have attempted to verify this report 
which reached us from a number of sources, and are now convinced that it is 
accurate," they write.  "Hundreds of monks and relatives of the dead man 
attended the funeral.  Just as the body was about to be burned, the dead monk 
suddenly sat up shouting, “It's all a lie!  I saw our ancestors burning and being 
tortured in some sort of fire.  I also saw Buddha and many other Buddhist holy 
men.  They were all in a sea of fire!”  “We must listen to the Christians,” he 
continued emphatically, “they're the only ones who know the truth!” 
 
The events shocked the whole region. Over 300 monks became Christians and 
started to study the Bible.  The resurrected man continued to warn everyone to 
believe in Jesus, because he is the only true God.  Tapes of the monk's report 
were distributed throughout Myanmar.  The Buddhist hierarchy and the 
government were soon alarmed, and they arrested the monk.  He has not been 
seen since, and it is feared that he was killed to keep him silent.  It is now a 
serious crime to listen to the tapes, because the government wants to dampen 
the sensation. 
 
From time to time I refer to the kingdom of heaven.  The moment we receive 
Jesus Christ as our King we get a glimpse of what He has in store for us.  As 
He unfolds more of His plan to us our vision gets clearer.  For now, a foretaste 
of the kingdom of heaven is within us.  There is coming a day when we will see 
Him and what He has prepared for us very clearly. 
 
How does knowing where your home is affect your life on earth here and now? 
 
Remember: 
Where Home Is 
Where Home Is Not 
 
Our roots are in another place. 
 



 
 


