
 

 

“A Life of Woes” 
Howard Fabien on Sun. a.m. January 29/17 

 
Theme:  We need to fuel our passion and desire for God. 
 
Text:  Luke 6:20-26 
 
Here’s a thought:  When we are in our comfort zone we can miss the purpose 
that God intends for us. 
 
A rapper talks about driving through the city and contemplating his woes, his 
deep suffering. 
 
Jesus speaks in Luke 6:20-26: 

20 Looking at his disciples, he said: “Blessed are you who are poor, for 
yours is the kingdom of God. 21 Blessed are you who hunger now, for 
you will be satisfied.  Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh. 
22 Blessed are you when men hate you, when they exclude you and 
insult you and reject your name as evil, because of the Son of Man. 
23 “Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is your reward in 
heaven.  For that is how their fathers treated the prophets. 24 “But woe 
to you who are rich, for you have already received your comfort. 25 Woe 
to you who are well fed now, for you will go hungry.  Woe to you who 
laugh now, for you will mourn and weep. 26 Woe to you when all men 
speak well of you, for that is how their fathers treated the false prophets. 

 
What is driving the people that Jesus speaks about here? 
 
We tend to chase comfort where we go through life and gather things that fulfill 
our needs now and in the moment. 
 
When we are in our comfort zone we can lose sight of the people around us and 
become very selfish. 
 
When we are in our comfort zone we can miss the purpose that God intends for 
us. 
 
Jesus talks about the rich, the hungry and those who mourn in Luke 6. 
 
Jesus talks about the rich and the poor.  Blessed are the poor.  Why is being 
spiritually poor a good thing?  The disciples left everything to follow Jesus.  We 
have good lives but Jesus does not focus here on our lives but on what is 
inside.  To be spiritually poor is to look to the Lord to be fed. 
 
A rich man is able to provide for himself and tends to feel no need for God. 



 

 

 
How can you turn a life of woes into a life of blessing?  It's time for us to step 
out of our comfort zone. 
 
We need to take a step back from what the world has to offer and listen to what 
the Lord has to say. 
 
We need to fuel our passion and desire for God. 
 
The faith of people who need to rely on God is great. 
 
Mark 14:3-9:  

3 While he was in Bethany, reclining at the table in the home of a man 
known as Simon the Leper, a woman came with an alabaster jar of very 
expensive perfume, made of pure nard.  She broke the jar and poured 
the perfume on his head. 4 Some of those present were saying 
indignantly to one another, “Why this waste of perfume? 5 It could have 
been sold for more than a year's wages and the money given to the poor.”  
And they rebuked her harshly. 6 “Leave her alone,” said Jesus.  “Why are 
you bothering her?  She has done a beautiful thing to me. 7 The poor you 
will always have with you, and you can help them any time you want. 
But you will not always have me. 8 She did what she could.  She poured 
perfume on my body beforehand to prepare for my burial. 9 I tell you the 
truth, wherever the gospel is preached throughout the world, what she 
has done will also be told, in memory of her.” 

 
Are we able to give away what is most valuable to us? 
 
We need to understand why we have hope.  Having this hope in eternity 
changes us forever! 


