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Theme:  We are cordially invited to receive the greatest gift of all time. 
Text:  Luke 2:8-20 
 
Here’s a thought:  “My memory is nearly gone, but I remember two things:  that 
I am a great sinner, and that Christ is a great Saviour.” - John Newton 
 
Christmas began to be celebrated in the spring around 250 A.D.  It appears 
that North African Christians were celebrating it on December 25th by 312 A.D. 
(www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/biblical-topics/new-testament/how-
december-25-became-christmas/).  Western Christians first celebrated 
Christmas on December 25th in 336, after Emperor Constantine had declared 
Christianity the empire's favoured religion.  He re-assigned the birthday of 
Mithra, the pagan god of light to the birthday of Jesus, the true God of light.  A 
few years later, Pope Julius I officially declared that the birth of Jesus would be 
celebrated on December 25th (www.bible.ca/D-Xmas-story.htm and 
www.whychristmas.com/customs/25th.shtml). 
 
Eastern churches, however, held on to January 6th as the date for Christ's 
birth and his baptism.  Most easterners eventually adopted December 25th, 
celebrating Christ's birth on the earlier date and his baptism on the latter, but 
the ancient church in Armenia, a small country next door to Turkey, celebrates 
His birth on January 6th (from 
www.christianitytoday.com/history/2008/august/why-december-25.html). 
 
Another wrinkle was added in the 16th century when Pope Gregory devised a 
new calendar, which was unevenly adopted.  The Eastern Orthodox and some 
Protestants retained the Julian calendar, which meant they celebrated 
Christmas 13 days later than their Gregorian counterparts.  Many Orthodox 
Christians in Canada continue to celebrate Christmas Day on or near January 
7th (www.timeanddate.com/holidays/canada/orthodox-christmas-day).  Most - 
but not all - of the Christian world now agrees on the Gregorian calendar and 
the December 25th date. 
 
No dates are given for the birth of Christ in Luke 2:8-20: 

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch 



over their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and 
the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But 
the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid.  I bring you good news of great 
joy that will be for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior 
has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you:  
You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger." 13 
Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 
praising God and saying, 14 "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace to men on whom his favor rests." 15 When the angels had left 
them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let's go 
to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has 
told us about." 16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and 
the baby, who was lying in the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they 
spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, 
18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to 
them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in 
her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all 
the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been 
told. NIV 

 
Many other possible dates for the birth of Christ have been proposed but the 
Lord would have made this conclusive if it was important.  What is important is 
that God became flesh and dwelled amongst us.  Why did He do this? 
 
God wants to bring together: 
The Sinner 
and 
The Saviour 
 
God wants to bring together: 
The Sinner 
 

 
 
An angel of the Lord announced, “I bring you good news.”  I have some good 
news and some bad news.  Let’s talk about the bad news first.  News becomes 



good when it arises out of bad news.  We are able to discern news as good 
when we can compare and contrast it with bad news.  The bad news is that 
sin, corruption and death entered the world through disobedience and 
rebellion. 
 
When the family of a murdered person attends the trial of the accused they do 
not want the judge to be merciful.  No, they want justice to be served!  They 
want the sentence to match the crime and if this does not happen we all cry 
foul.  When sin entered the world through Adam and when you and I sin there 
is a sentence that matches our crime – death.  The Lord who is perfectly sinless 
and perfectly just must declare a sentence that fits the crime. 
 
The Bible is a realistic book as it describes humanity warts and all.  
Throughout the Old and New Testaments, we read of the sins and failings of 
people who repeatedly fall short of God’s glory.  Isn’t it fascinating that the 
angels appeared not to kings and priests but to shepherds?  Shepherds were 
virtually social outcasts amongst the Jews, considered ceremonially unclean 
because they would come into regular contact with animal carcasses and 
unclean animals.  Because they were regular guys who worked out of town for 
weeks on end they could not make it to the temple to go through the process of 
being declared clean again. 
 
Stop and think about who gave Jesus the most grief.  Luke was a medical 
doctor and follower of Jesus and he gives us one prime example of the ongoing 
conflict in Luke 5:27-32: 

27 After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector by the name of Levi 
sitting at his tax booth.  "Follow me," Jesus said to him, 28 and Levi got 
up, left everything and followed him. 29 Then Levi held a great banquet 
for Jesus at his house, and a large crowd of tax collectors and others 
were eating with them. 30 But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law 
who belonged to their sect complained to his disciples, "Why do you eat 
and drink with tax collectors and 'sinners'?" 31 Jesus answered them, "It 
is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 32 I have not come to 
call the righteous, but sinners to repentance." NIV 

 
The source of the biggest conflict between people and Jesus 2,000 years ago is 
still with us today – self-righteousness.  We can read the Bible and see the 
hypocrisy of those “holy” people so clearly but it is much subtler today.  You 
and I tend to look around and compare our sins with murderers and rapists 
who are definitely sinners but we fail to recognize how we have offended the 
holy God.  The truth is that the moment we tell one lie we become a liar or the 
moment we steal one candy we become a thief.  If we break one of the Ten 
Commandments, it is as if we have broken all of them (James 2:10).  The 
religious leaders who resisted Jesus refused to recognize they were sinners so 
they missed the Messiah. 
 



The shepherds blazed a trail that night for the tax collectors and sinners who 
would search for Jesus 30 years later.  In response to the angelic 
announcement the shepherds could have looked at each other, rubbed their 
chins, shrugged their shoulders and gone on with their lives.  Instead, they 
sprang into action and headed to Bethlehem to see the One the angels told 
them about.  But wait a minute.  What about their flocks?  Surely this was a 
massive inconvenience to head to town.  I doubt they simply abandoned their 
sheep and left them unattended.  That would be b-aa-aa-aa-d.  We aren’t told 
what they did with their sheep while they went to seek the Lord but it would be 
much like the fishermen who later left their nets to follow Jesus.  The common 
thread is they recognized they were sinners who desperately needed a remedy 
for their transgressions. 
 
My wife, Brenda, attended a funeral with my dad a number of years ago to 
remember one of Dad’s friends who had passed away.  The congregation sang 
the classic hymn “Amazing Grace” then the minister stood up to debunk the 
song.  She went on to declare that she was no wretch.  This pandemic of self-
righteousness is spreading rapidly through the western hemisphere.  As a 
result, sin and hell are talked about very little and if they are, they are viewed 
as fables believed by those who are less sophisticated. 
 
John Newton, who wrote the words for “Amazing Grace” in 1772, concluded, 
“My memory is nearly gone, but I remember two things:  that I am a great 
sinner, and that Christ is a great Saviour.” 
 
Do you confess that you have sinned?  Will you recognize that you are a 
sinner?  If yes, you are not far from an honest, meaningful relationship with 
Jesus Christ. 
 
God wants to bring together: 
The Sinner 
and 
The Saviour 
 

 
 



In a world that is saturated with bad news, it is refreshing to hear good news!  
Let’s take a closer look at The Good News or The Gospel.  The Bible is a hope-
filled book as it describes God’s solution to our sin and shortcomings.  The 
sooner we confess we are sinners the sooner we can meet the Saviour.  While 
Jesus was very guarded in His conversations with self-righteous people, He 
talked much more freely with those who genuinely wanted to hear what He had 
to say.  As a result, sinners’ lives were transformed dramatically while religious 
types were left unchanged, even hardened in their ways. 
 
In contrast to Satan slithering into the Garden of Eden to bring down humanity 
with his sly temptation, the angel bursts into the earthly realm with news 
straight from the throne room in heaven.  The angel of the Lord (possibly the 
archangel Gabriel) was then backed up by a heavenly choir singing, "Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests." 
 
This grand outburst from heaven was particularly dramatic after 400 years of 
silence.  God had not spoken to the Jewish people since the prophet Malachi 
wrote what became the last book of the Old Testament.  Suddenly, the long-
anticipated Messiah was to be born!  The angel of the Lord was sent to deliver 
the good news of great joy. 
 
The shepherds were ordinary working stiffs, not spiritualists, theologians, 
philosophers or academics who like to propose and entertain new ideas.  They 
were credible men who had both feet planted firmly on the ground.  If they did 
not believe their ears and eyes they would not have headed for Bethlehem.  If 
they felt no need for a Saviour, they would not have bothered searching for 
Him. 
 
The Saviour has no need of a saviour but the Saviour is sent for the sake of the 
sinner.  While sin and death had dominated human history for 4,000 years, at 
a strategic time foreordained and appointed by God there was born the child by 
whom and through whom the universe was made.  God reached out to us not 
by shouting from heaven but by becoming one of us! 
 
The Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John are accounts of the various 
responses to the birth, life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Some 
hated Him, some ignored Him and some loved Him so much they devoted their 
lives to following Him and even dying for Him.  No one in history has brought 
such intense and diverse reactions. 
 
The good news broadcast from heaven to earth is not about the latest political 
leader, celebrity or athlete who is here today and gone tomorrow.  Most people 
still refer to history as B.C. (Before Christ) or A.D., Anno Domini, a Latin 
phrase meaning “in the year of our Lord,” referring to the year of Christ’s birth.  
These distinctions were made in 525 A.D., when the entrance of the Christ into 
the world was recognized as being the turning point of history, and our 



calendars were made to reflect that (www.carm.org/meaning-bc-ad). 
 
Someone has concluded, “The arrival of one single baby changed the world’s 
calendar.  He can change your heart and life as well.” 
 
A man named Saul was on his way to Damascus to destroy followers of Jesus 
when he had a life-changing encounter with the resurrected Christ.  He could 
testify of this transformation as he wrote Romans 1:16-17: 

16 I am not ashamed of the gospel [good news], because it is the power of 
God for the salvation of everyone who believes:  first for the Jew, then for 
the Gentile. 17 For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a 
righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written:  "The 
righteous will live by faith." NIV 

 
Saul went on to become known as Paul the Apostle and perhaps the greatest 
missionary who ever lived.  He goes on to summarize the gospel or the good 
news so beautifully in Romans 6:23: 

For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. NIV 

 
God’s justice and mercy merge together perfectly in Jesus Christ.  God could 
not simply turn His back on the sin in you and me, yet He wants to have a 
close relationship with us.  It would require a human without sin to bridge the 
gap between the holy, sinless God and unholy, sinful people.  Wages are earned 
but a gift is freely given.  What greater gift could there be than eternal life in 
Christ Jesus our Lord? 
 
It is possible to reject this gift, this good news.  The effectiveness of the gift 
depends upon our acceptance.  I can tell you that I have accepted this gift and 
my life has been changed.  The batteries will never wear out and it will never go 
out of style.  This gift will also change your life – if you let it. 
 
The idea of Jesus Christ the Saviour is being lost in our culture.  As wonderful 
as this time of year is, the Bible directs us not to celebrate the birth but the 
death and resurrection of Jesus.  It is so easy to love and adore a cute little 
baby at Christmas but it makes us very uncomfortable to think about an 
innocent man being brutally beaten and crucified for us on Good Friday.  Many 
have turned away from the baby in a manger to focus on the grandpa in a red 
suit who delivers presents to those who have been nice.  Many more have 
turned away from the cross to the bunny who hides eggs.  It is time to return to 
the real reason for the season! 
 
Did you know that Jesus Christ came not simply to be a cute, cuddly baby in a 
manger but to die for our sins?  Have you accepted Him as your Saviour and as 
your Lord? 
 



God wants to bring together: 
The Sinner 
and 
The Saviour 
 
We are cordially invited to receive the greatest gift of all time. 
 

 
 


