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Theme:  Let’s celebrate God who has come to live amongst us! 
Text:  Isaiah 7:10-14 
 
Here’s a thought:  “A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things 
Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher.” - C. S. Lewis 
 
Canadian comedian Seth Rogen recognizes Janet Gretzky but does not 
recognize her husband Wayne at www.youtube.com/watch?v=mgBaK4vVq1E.  
Rogen took to Twitter for a fan Q & A and let everyone know that he does in 
fact know who Gretzky is.  Is it possible to be a Canadian and not recognize 
Wayne Gretzky? 
 
The Old Testament prophets were ordinary people who often did not 
understand the significance or timing of the messages they brought.  While 
Isaiah and Ahaz king of Judah pictured immediate fulfillment, the Lord had a 
bigger, long-term picture in mind in Isaiah 7:10-14: 

10 Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, 11 "Ask the Lord your God for a sign, 
whether in the deepest depths or in the highest heights." 12 But Ahaz 
said, "I will not ask; I will not put the Lord to the test." 13 Then Isaiah 
said, "Hear now, you house of David!  Is it not enough to try the patience 
of men?  Will you try the patience of my God also? 14 Therefore the Lord 
himself will give you a sign:  The virgin will be with child and will give 
birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel." NIV 

 
Under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit the prophet goes on to describe the One 
who was to come in Isaiah 9:6-7: 

6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will 
be on his shoulders.  And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of his 
government and peace there will be no end.  He will reign on David's 
throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice 
and righteousness from that time on and forever.  The zeal of the Lord 
Almighty will accomplish this. NIV 

 
May we never lose the wonder of how these prophecies were fulfilled and will 



be fulfilled! 
 
Let’s keep the incarnation in perspective: 
The Virgin was the Vessel  
The Son is the Sovereign 
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A woman played a key role in the fall of man by eating of the forbidden fruit in 
the Garden of Eden but a woman also played a key role in the redemption or 
restoration of man by giving birth to the Messiah.  It is noteworthy that the 
Lord draws attention to the offspring or seed of Eve rather than Adam when 
pronouncing his judgment on the serpent and His promise to Eve. 
 
Let’s listen in on Genesis 3:15: 

And I will put enmity between you [the serpent] and the woman [Eve], 
and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you 
will strike his heel. NIV 

 
The Lord had a very unique and miraculous plan.  The prophecy about the 
virgin birth delivered in Isaiah 7:14 is fulfilled in Matthew 1:18-25: 

18 This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about:  His mother Mary 
was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she 
was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph 
her husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to 
public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 20 But after he 
had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream 
and said, "Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as 
your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 
She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, 
because he will save his people from their sins." 22 All this took place to 
fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 "The virgin will be 
with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel" - 
which means, "God with us." 24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the 
angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 
25 But he had no union with her until she gave birth to a son.  And he 
gave him the name Jesus. NIV 



 
It is hard for us to appreciate the passing of time while we hold the written 
records of the prophecies and fulfillments of the prophecies in one book 2,000 
years later.  However, don’t miss the significance of Isaiah foretelling this more 
than 700 years Before Christ! 
 
Why was it essential for the mother of the Messiah to be a virgin?  I know this 
sounds sexist in today’s culture but since the beginning the headship and 
leadership in the home and amongst God’s people has rested upon the 
shoulders of husbands, fathers and elders.  This in no way demeans the value 
of women; in fact, the principles found in the pages of the Old and New 
Testaments establish the responsibility and protection of males and the value 
and security of females in ways that are quite radically different from nations 
and cultures that have not been influenced by God’s Word. 
 
In light of this, Adam bore the brunt of responsibility for the rebellion and fall.  
Note the order of events in Genesis 2:15-18: 

15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to 
work it and take care of it. 16 And the Lord God commanded the man, 
"You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; 17 but you must not eat 
from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you 
will surely die." 18 The Lord God said, "It is not good for the man to be 
alone.  I will make a helper suitable for him." NIV 

 
God gave Adam the specific command not to eat from the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil before He created Eve.  It wasn’t until Adam ate from the tree 
that the fall of man was completed.  What would have happened if Eve ate but 
Adam refused?  We can only speculate.  What we do know is that sin and death 
entered the world through one man – Adam (Romans 5:12).  This sinful nature 
or tendency to sin has since been passed down to us through the generations. 
 
Mary was a virtuous, obedient woman but she was not sinless or Immaculately 
Conceived as the Roman Catholic church teaches.  As a vessel carrying the 
seed of the Holy Spirit her child could live free from this sinful nature.  Mary is 
worthy of our respect but not worthy of our worship.  We can give thanks for 
Mary but the Bible never teaches us to pray to her. 
 
Mary stands as a great reminder that the Lord uses ordinary people for 
extraordinary purposes.  The virgin was called to set the stage for the main 
character in the story – Jesus the Christ. 
 
Let’s keep the incarnation in perspective: 
The Virgin was the Vessel 
The Son is the Sovereign 
 



 
 
The term “incarnation” comes from a Latin root from which we also get the 
English words “carnal” or “fleshly”.  Almost all of the Old Testament was 
originally written in Hebrew, and the Hebrew word “Immanuel” literally means 
“with us is God”, which translates more smoothly into English as “God with 
us”.  God has become flesh!  Do you realize what this means?  The identity of 
Jesus Christ has historical, eternal implications!  He is much more than a 
prophet or a good teacher. 
 
C. S. Lewis, while speaking in 1942 (and published on pages 55-56 in “Mere 
Christianity” in 1952), popularized a conclusion about Christ this way: 

I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that 
people often say about Him:  I’m ready to accept Jesus as a great moral 
teacher, but I don’t accept his claim to be God.  That is the one thing we 
must not say.  A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things 
Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher.  He would either be a 
lunatic - on the level with the man who says he is a poached egg - or else 
he would be the Devil of Hell.  You must make your choice.  Either this 
man was, and is, the Son of God, or else a madman or something worse.  
You can shut him up for a fool, you can spit at him and kill him as a 
demon or you can fall at his feet and call him Lord and God, but let us 
not come with any patronising nonsense about his being a great human 
teacher.  He has not left that open to us.  He did not intend to... Now it 
seems to me obvious that He was neither a lunatic nor a fiend:  and 
consequently, however strange or terrifying or unlikely it may seem, I 
have to accept the view that He was and is God. (from 
https://blogs.thegospelcoalition.org/justintaylor/2016/02/01/is-c-s-
lewiss-liar-lord-or-lunatic-argument-unsound/) 

 
The Ark of the Covenant with the manifest presence of God amongst the 
Israelites foreshadowed the coming of Immanuel.  Moses told the Lord (in 
Exodus 33:15), “Unless your presence goes with us, do not send us up from 
here.”  Jesus Christ is neither Michael the Archangel as the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses teach (www.jw.org/en/publications/books/bible-teach/who-is-
michael-the-archangel-jesus) nor a created being as the Mormons teach 
www.mrm.org/lucifers-brother).  He is Immanuel!  He is God with us! 
 
Jesus was free from the sinful nature but listen to Hebrews 4:14-16: 

14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the 



heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 
15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with 
our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, 
just as we are - yet was without sin. NIV 

 
Jesus is unique by being completely God and completely man.  In this way, He 
bridges the gap between the sinless God and sinful humanity.  In Him we find 
the inspiration and strength to resist temptation. 
 
Joe Owen (https://answersingenesis.org/holidays/christmas/keep-christmas-
in-
christ/?utm_source=articlesmedia&utm_medium=email&utm_content=article1i
mage&utm_campaign=20161203&mc_cid=e005e6c78c&mc_eid=ff0dfb9b24)  
proposes we could approach Christmas in a few different ways: 
1. Elect not to celebrate. 
2. Use this time as a materialistic way to buy our way into our children’s 

favour (and our neighbors’ awe). 
3. Somehow “put” Christ in Christmas for the celebration of a holy day. 
4. Submit this day and all of our lives to Christ and live celebrating His birth, 

life, death, and Resurrection forevermore. 
 
I don’t know about you, but as for me and my house, we’ll take number four 
while enjoying the celebration on December 25th.  I understand what people 
mean when they call for us to keep Christ in Christmas.  Let’s go further and 
keep Christmas – and every other day – in Christ. 
 
You can get yourself into trouble when you don’t recognize someone.  A pastor 
confesses: 

My best (worst?) “moment” was at a pastor's Christmas fellowship 
dinner.  We were seated with a young couple that was new to the 
ministry in a nearby town.  After the usual small talk, we discovered that 
we had attended the same Bible College.  We compared notes and talked 
about our favourite (and not so favourite) profs, after which I proceeded 
to tell them about the most boring professor ever who never failed to put 
me to sleep every time - complete with a scathing imitation of the man.  
It turned out that this professor was the father of the young lady I was 
speaking to.  Fortunately, she had a sense of humour, but I can still 
taste the shoe-leather. 

 
Would you recognize Wayne Gretzky if you saw him at the mall? 
 
Most of the time people failed to recognize Jesus Christ because he looked so 
ordinary (Matthew 13:55-58).  There were other times when His words and 
actions were so radical that people would fall at His feet in worship (Matthew 
28:9).  Please don’t miss His presence with us today! 
 



How do you respond to Immanuel?  Do you recognize His presence on 
Christmas day and every day? 
 
Let’s keep the incarnation in perspective: 
The Virgin was the Vessel  
The Son is the Sovereign 
 
Let’s celebrate God who has come to live amongst us! 
 

 
 


