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Theme:  We are on the winning side of an ancient battle. 
Text:  Genesis 3:8-15 
 
Here’s a thought:  Carl F.H. Henry observed:  The early church didn’t say, 
“Look what the world is coming to!”  They said, “Look what has come into the 
world!” 
 
A group of academics and historians has compiled this startling information:  
Since 3600 B.C., the world has known only 292 years of peace!  During this 
period, there have been 14,351 wars large and small, in which 3.64 billion 
people have been killed.  The value of the property destroyed is equal to a 
golden belt around the world 97.2 miles wide and 33 feet thick.  Since 650 B.C. 
there have also been 1,656 arms races, only 16 of which have not ended in 
war.  The remainder ended in the economic collapse of the countries involved. 
(Today in the Word, June 19, 1992) 
 
World peace and unity came to an abrupt end early in Genesis 3:8-15: 

8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was 
walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord 
God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the 
man, "Where are you?" 10 He answered, "I heard you in the garden, and I 
was afraid because I was naked; so I hid." 11 And he said, "Who told you 
that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded 
you not to eat from?" 12 The man said, "The woman you put here with 
me - she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it." 13 Then the Lord 
God said to the woman, "What is this you have done?"  The woman said, 
"The serpent deceived me, and I ate." 14 So the Lord God said to the 
serpent, "Because you have done this, "Cursed are you above all the 
livestock and all the wild animals!  You will crawl on your belly and you 
will eat dust all the days of your life. 15 And I will put enmity between 
you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush 
your head, and you will strike his heel." NIV 

 
The earthly conflict rages between: 
The Serpent 



The Seed 
 
The earthly conflict rages between: 
The Serpent 
 

 
 
The traditional Greek name for the first and best-known book of the Bible is 
Genesis, meaning "origin".  The English words “genetic” and “genealogy” come 
from this word.  Genesis chapter 3 describes the origin of division here on 
earth.  Division, however, first reared its ugly head amongst the angels in the 
heavenly realm before it spread to humans in the earthly realm.  This battle 
between the Lord and His angels and Satan and his demons had started long 
before it emerged here on earth. 
 
The Bible often weaves the unseen and earthly realms together, revealing the 
powers of darkness that motivate world leaders and their nations.  The Lord is 
speaking to someone much older and greater than the king of Tyre in Ezekiel 
28:11-17: 

11 The word of the Lord came to me: 12 "Son of man, take up a lament 
concerning the king of Tyre and say to him:  'This is what the Sovereign 
Lord says:  "'You were the model of perfection, full of wisdom and perfect 
in beauty. 13 You were in Eden, the garden of God; every precious stone 
adorned you:  ruby, topaz and emerald, chrysolite, onyx and jasper, 
sapphire, turquoise and beryl.  Your settings and mountings were made 
of gold; on the day you were created they were prepared. 14 You were 
anointed as a guardian cherub, for so I ordained you.  You were on the 
holy mount of God; you walked among the fiery stones. 15 You were 
blameless in your ways from the day you were created till wickedness 
was found in you. 16 Through your widespread trade you were filled with 
violence, and you sinned.  So I drove you in disgrace from the mount of 
God, and I expelled you, O guardian cherub, from among the fiery 
stones. 17 Your heart became proud on account of your beauty, and you 
corrupted your wisdom because of your splendor.  So I threw you to the 
earth; I made a spectacle of you before kings. NIV 

 
As I read this passage in Ezekiel and see the fear that snakes put into the 
hearts of most women, I conclude that the serpent was an attractive creature 
until it was cursed by God to crawl on its belly in Genesis 3:14.  That fateful 
day brought significant changes into what became a fallen world. 



 
Even though the voice of the Lord had created the heavens and earth, the 
emergence of sin brought shame and embarrassment.  Instead of heading to 
the voice of the Lord, Adam and Eve were now compelled to cover themselves, 
to run and to hide.  These cracks in relationships are widened when 
individuals refuse to take responsibility for their words and actions.  By their 
rebellion against God they took on a trait of the serpent.  They became 
accusers, pointing their fingers at someone else.  “Scapegoating” has been alive 
and well for about 6,000 years! 
 
A man pleaded, “Doctor, you’ve got to help me; I can’t stop thinking I’m a goat.” 

The doctor probed, “I see.  And how long have you had this problem?” 

The man explained, “Ever since I was a kid.” 

Satan – the Accuser – intentionally focuses on sowing division – a divided 
vision - amongst God’s people, the church and marriages.  He and his demons 
do everything they can to undermine God’s order. 
 
A kingdom or household divided against itself cannot stand (Mark 3:24-26).  
This is a big reason why the kingdom of darkness is temporal, unlike the 
kingdom of heaven which is eternal.  There is a measure of unity amongst the 
fallen angels but selfish ambition and division is no match for the unified 
forces of Almighty God and His faithful, more numerous angels. 
 
Yes, the serpent strikes the heel of humanity by tempting and accusing.  He is 
the father of lies (John 8:44) and his mission on earth is to kill, steal and 
destroy (John 10:10).  He does not wear a red suit or carry a pitch fork; 
instead, he slyly masquerades as an angel of light (2 Corinthians 11:14). 
 
Someone has concluded, “God wants us to be victors, not victims; to grow, not 
grovel; to soar, not sink; to overcome, not to be overwhelmed.” 
 
You don’t need to go looking for demons, but be assured that when you face 
them greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world (1 John 4:4).  Do 
you recognize that because of your association with Jesus someone hates you 
and wants to harm you?  Would you make a fresh commitment to draw near to 
God and to resist the devil? 
 
The earthly conflict rages between: 
The Serpent 
The Seed 
 



 
 
The New International Version uses the word “offspring” in Genesis 3:15.  The 
New American Standard Bible translates this Hebrew word as “seed”.  
Similarly, The New King James Version translates Genesis 3:15: 

And I will put enmity [hatred] 
Between you and the woman, 
And between your seed and her Seed; 
He shall bruise your head, 
And you shall bruise His heel. 

 
This is often called the protevangelium, the first flicker of the gospel 
(https://bible.org/article/prophecies-birth-christ).  The Lord made several 
promises to Abraham later in the Book of Genesis (12:7, 13:15 and 24:7) that 
his seed, or offspring, would inherit the land of Canaan.  The covenants with 
Abraham and with Moses set the stage for the New Covenant to be signed, 
sealed and delivered by Jesus the Messiah. 
 
Born and raised a Jew, a young rabbi named Saul encountered the resurrected 
Christ and his life was dramatically changed by the seed of Eve.  Saul became 
known as Paul and he was called to tell others the Good News about Jesus.  He 
explains more about the seed in Galatians 3:15-19: 

15 Brothers, let me take an example from everyday life.  Just as no one 
can set aside or add to a human covenant that has been duly 
established, so it is in this case. 16 The promises were spoken to 
Abraham and to his seed.  The Scripture does not say "and to seeds," 
meaning many people, but "and to your seed," meaning one person, who 
is Christ. 17 What I mean is this:  The law, introduced 430 years later, 
does not set aside the covenant previously established by God and thus 
do away with the promise. 18 For if the inheritance depends on the law, 
then it no longer depends on a promise; but God in his grace gave it to 
Abraham through a promise. 19 What, then, was the purpose of the law?  
It was added because of transgressions until the Seed to whom the 
promise referred had come.  The law was put into effect through angels 
by a mediator. NIV 

 
Christmas is not about being naughty or nice.  Jesus did not come to tell us to 
keep up the good work.  Christ came to crush the head of the serpent! 
 
Let your mind go back to more than 1,000 years Before Christ when battle 



lines were drawn between the Philistines and the Israelites (1 Samuel 17).  As 
was often done then, each army would choose one prize fighter.  The giant 
Goliath was set apart by the Philistines while King Saul and the Israelites 
shook with fear.  From amongst the Israelites there emerged a young shepherd 
named David, who had already been anointed by God but not yet recognized by 
people as the next king of Israel.  David’s victory over Goliath foreshadowed the 
victory that Christ secured over Satan through His death on the cross and 
resurrection from the dead.  Little did Goliath know that he was about to lose 
his head when he faced David.  Similarly, little did Satan know that his head 
was about to be crushed when he incited people to crucify Jesus. 
 
David and Goliath provide a great picture of how our hero has conquered the 
enemy, leaving us to mop up in the aftermath of His victory.  I can imagine that 
in the moments following the thud of Goliath hitting the ground, the Israelites 
looked at each other in shock and disbelief.  After they realized what had 
happened, they pursued the fleeing Philistines and plundered their camp.  It 
took more time for the disciples to realize the significance of their Lord’s empty 
tomb.  But when the truth finally sunk in the world has not been the same 
since. 
 
Carl F.H. Henry (1913-2003) observed: 

The early church didn’t say, “Look what the world is coming to!”  They 
said, “Look what has come into the world!” 

 
The Lord makes it clear from the beginning of this battle in Genesis 3 that it is 
not a struggle between two evenly matched opponents.  This is not Taoism’s 
worldview that pits the yin and the yang against each other.  The Lord 
promised Eve about 6,000 years ago that her seed would crush the head of the 
serpent.  This anticipation of the Messiah is woven through the pages of the 
Old Testament, as the seed of Abraham – the Jewish people – looked for the 
One who was to come. 
 
What did Adam say the day before Christmas?  It’s Christmas, Eve! 
 
The Lord pronounces hardship and struggle upon Adam in Genesis 3:17-19 
while He gives wonderful hope to Eve.  Adam was destined to work until the 
second Adam comes to take his place with a brand-new order of life.  A great 
victory has been won by our Lord! 
 
The Apostle Paul asks some pointed questions in Romans 8:31-37: 

31 What, then, shall we say in response to this?  If God is for us, who 
can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him 
up for us all — how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us 
all things? 33 Who will bring any charge against those whom God has 
chosen?  It is God who justifies. 34 Who is he that condemns?  Christ 
Jesus, who died — more than that, who was raised to life — is at the 



right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate 
us from the love of Christ?  Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or 
famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it is written:  "For your 
sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be 
slaughtered." 37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him who loved us. NIV 

 
The disciples were confused and convinced they were defeated – until the risen 
Christ appeared to them and to more than 500 others (1 Corinthians 15:6).  
Their victory over darkness had nothing to do with trying really hard or with 
being recognized by others.  Their key to triumph was their connection with the 
conqueror.  Christ’s kingdom is not of this world yet, but between now and 
then His followers have been given authority over the powers of darkness.  We 
have been given His Name, His Spirit and His Word to take back territory that 
is rightfully ours.  We have no reason to shrink back!  The enemy knows his 
time is limited. 
 
The serpent can read this promise of Jesus in Revelation 22:12-13: 

12 "Behold, I am coming soon!  My reward is with me, and I will give to 
everyone according to what he has done. 13 I am the Alpha and the 
Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End. NIV 

 
The seed or offspring of Christ multiplies when we tell others about Him and 
open hearts let Him in.  Will you commit to sowing this seed? 
 
During World War 2 an airman named MacDonald and a Scottish chaplain 
bailed out behind German lines, were captured and put into a prison camp, 
with MacDonald in the American barracks and the chaplain with the Brits.  
The Germans had put a wire fence between the American and British 
prisoners, and it was impossible for the two sides to communicate privately.  
But the Americans had managed to put together a homemade radio and were 
able to get news from the outside, more precious in a prison camp even than 
food.  And every day MacDonald and the Scot would meet at the fence and 
exchange a brief greeting.  Since the two men spoke Gaelic, which the Germans 
couldn’t understand, the greeting consisted largely of the latest headline.  
 
Finally, the news came that the war was over; the German High Command had 
surrendered.  After MacDonald had transmitted the news to his friend, he 
watched him disappear into the British barracks.  A moment later, a roar of 
celebration came from the barracks.  The camp was transformed.  Men sang 
and shouted, waving and smiling at the bewildered guards.  
 
When the news finally filtered down to the guards three nights later, they 
simply walked away from their posts, leaving the gates unlocked.  The next 
morning, the prisoners walked out as free men.  But if you stop and think 
about it, they had actually been set free three days earlier - simply by knowing 



the truth:  the war was over and they had won. 
 
How does knowing we win affect how you and I live each day? 
 
The earthly conflict rages between: 
The Serpent 
The Seed 
 
We are on the winning side of an ancient battle. 
 

 
 


