
 

 

“A Five Step Blueprint to Change the World” 
Cal Ellerby on Sun. a.m. October 23/16 

 

Theme:  It is imperative that fathers and grandfathers lay hands on their 
children and grandchildren to impart God's blessing upon them. 

 

Bible Text:  Genesis 48:1-16 

 

Here’s a thought:  What will the world know about you 250 years from now? 
 

James Blackett Ellerby was a circuit preacher in England and he was my great 

grandfather.  He was born in 1748 - 268 years ago. 

 
J. Wilbur Ellerby was my grandfather and he served in the church. 

 

The generational blessing that flows is so important. 

 

It is imperative that fathers and grandfathers lay hands on their children and 
grandchildren to impart God's blessing upon them. 

 

What will the world know about you 250 years from now? 

 
What will have changed 250 years from now? 

 

What has changed in the last 20 years?  What will change in the next 20 years? 

 

The commitment amongst Canadians to read and study the Bible dropped in 
half from 35% in 1996 to 17% in 2013. 

 

Genesis 48:1-16: 
1Some time later Joseph was told, “Your father is ill.”  So he took his two 
sons Manasseh and Ephraim along with him. 2When Jacob was told, 

“Your son Joseph has come to you,” Israel rallied his strength and sat up 

on the bed. 3Jacob said to Joseph, “God Almighty appeared to me at Luz 

in the land of Canaan, and there he blessed me 4and said to me, ‘I am 

going to make you fruitful and will increase your numbers.  I will make 
you a community of peoples, and I will give this land as an everlasting 

possession to your descendants after you.' 5“Now then, your two sons 

born to you in Egypt before I came to you here will be reckoned as mine; 

Ephraim and Manasseh will be mine, just as Reuben and Simeon are 

mine. 6Any children born to you after them will be yours; in the territory 
they inherit they will be reckoned under the names of their brothers. 7As 

I was returning from Paddan, to my sorrow Rachel died in the land of 

Canaan while we were still on the way, a little distance from Ephrath. So 

I buried her there beside the road to Ephrath” (that is, Bethlehem). 



 

 

8When Israel saw the sons of Joseph, he asked, “Who are these?” 9“They 

are the sons God has given me here,” Joseph said to his father.  Then 

Israel said, “Bring them to me so I may bless them.” 10Now Israel's eyes 
were failing because of old age, and he could hardly see. So Joseph 

brought his sons close to him, and his father kissed them and embraced 

them. 11Israel said to Joseph, “I never expected to see your face again, 

and now God has allowed me to see your children too.” 12Then Joseph 
removed them from Israel's knees and bowed down with his face to the 

ground. 13And Joseph took both of them, Ephraim on his right toward 

Israel's left hand and Manasseh on his left toward Israel's right hand, 

and brought them close to him. 14But Israel reached out his right hand 

and put it on Ephraim's head, though he was the younger, and crossing 
his arms, he put his left hand on Manasseh's head, even though 

Manasseh was the firstborn. 15Then he blessed Joseph and said, “May 

the God before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked, the God 

who has been my shepherd all my life to this day, 16the Angel who has 

delivered me from all harm - may he bless these boys.  May they be 
called by my name and the names of my fathers Abraham and Isaac, and 

may they increase greatly upon the earth.” 

 

Joseph could give his children anything except for one thing. 
 

Unfortunately, men have not taken the place in our homes as God intended. 

 

Our culture has encouraged men to get out of the way and simply observe. 

 
God has a structure and order.  This order is for men to be the head of 

households. 

 

A five step blueprint to change the world: 
 

Step 1:  Men you must engage as the patriarch that God has called you to 

be. 

 

Spiritual covering 
Spiritual blessing 

Servant leadership 

 

Step 2:  Understand the power of blessing and pass it on. 
 

A lot of men simply see themselves as "the family wallet". 

 

A lot men don't know what to do. 

 
What will it look like to bless our families? 



 

 

 

The prayer of blessing includes these five ingredients: 

1. Knowledge - that our family would know God 
2. Power - that our family would be filled with the Holy Spirit 

3. Favour - that our family would be covered by God's favour. 

4. Purpose - that our family would know and fulfill God's plan for them. 

5. Design - that our family would understand they are fearfully and 
wonderfully made. 

 

Step 3:  Lay hands on your children and grandchildren. 

 

The power of God is passed on through the laying on of hands. 
 

Jesus blessed the children by laying hands on them and speaking God's 

blessing on them. 

 

Picture an extension cord where we let the power of God flow through us to 
touch our children and grandchildren.  We must grab hold of God and grab 

hold of our children and grandchildren. 

 

We cannot be disengaged and we cannot assume our family will get this 
blessing somewhere else. 

 

Step 4:  Speak the blessing of God into their lives. 

 

Genesis 1 - God said ... 
 

There is power in the words that we speak.  These words set the course of our 

children's and grandchildren's lives. 

 
I made a mistake while playing hockey and my coach sent me out right away 

rather than benching me and chewing me out.  This changed my life. 

 

I was talking with some elderly men and they recalled hurtful words spoken to 

them as children. 
 

Step 5:  Do it in faith. 

 

We will probably be dead and gone before our children and grandchildren see 
the significance of this blessing. 

 

Every generation is entitled to its own revelation of the grace and the power of  

God. 

 
It's Grampa's Time! 

 



 

 

See www.grampastime.com. 

http://www.grampastime.com/

