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Theme:  God wants to reach out through you. 
  Texts:  Acts 3:24-25, 11:19-24, 11:25-28 and 13:1-5 
 
Here’s a thought:  Charles Spurgeon concluded, "Holiness is not the way to 
Christ; Christ is the way to holiness." 
 
The history books could have been rewritten in 1271 when Italian travelling 
merchants Niccolo and Matteo Polo (the father and uncle of Marco Polo) were 
visiting the Kubla Khan.  At that time Kubla Khan ruled all China, India and 
the East.  He was attracted to the story of Christianity as Niccolo and Matteo 
told it to him.  And he said to them, "You shall go to your high priest and tell 
him on my behalf to send me a hundred men skilled in your religion and I shall 
be baptized, and when I am baptized all my barons and great men will be 
baptized and their subjects will receive baptism, too, and so there will be more 
Christians here than there are in your parts."  Nothing was done.  Nothing was 
done for about 30 years then two or three missionaries were sent - too few and 
too late.  It baffles the imagination to think what a difference to the world it 
would have made if in the thirteenth century China, India and the East had 
become devoted followers of Jesus Christ. 
 
The Lord created man and woman for the purpose of relationship - with Him 
and with each other.  In the beginning He reached out and breathed life in us 
so we would have relationship with Him.  Many years have passed and God’s 
heart has not changed. 
 
God wanted to reach out through: 
Abraham 
 
Listen to God’s heart for missions in Acts 3:24-25: 

24 Indeed, all the prophets from Samuel on, as many as have spoken, 
have foretold these days. 25 And you are heirs of the prophets and of the 
covenant God made with your fathers.  He said to Abraham, “Through 
your offspring all peoples on earth will be blessed.” NIV 

 
More than 1,800 years Before Christ the Lord revealed his heart for missions to 



Abraham.  Many Christians have the idea that Gentiles or non-Jews are God’s 
“Plan B”.  This leads to the conclusion that God has abandoned His plans for 
the Jewish people and has now focused on other people groups.  As I read the 
Bible I see that the Lord still has plans for the Jews that are to be fulfilled.  As I 
read the Bible I see that the Lord values both Jews and Gentiles.  We are one 
unified body through Jesus Christ (Ephesians 2:11-18). 
 
Abraham enjoyed prosperity and long life in a way that established him as a 
model citizen of his day.  God’s vision was larger than one man, however.  God 
blessed Abraham not so he could simply enjoy it all for himself.  He was called 
to pass it on to all the nations of the earth! 
 
Unfortunately, gratefulness to the Lord for His covenant established with the 
Jewish people through their forefather, Abraham, degenerated into pride.  Jews 
would consider Gentiles “dogs” and by the time of Christ they would go out of 
their way to avoid those who lived in the region next to Judea – Samaria.  
Samaritans were despised neighbours to be avoided. 
 
A halo has only to fall 11 inches to become a noose. 
 
We shake our heads at such arrogance and wonder how people could stoop to 
such depths.  Don’t be so hard on them!  Somehow people outside the church 
pick up a similar impression of Christians.  I have had a number of people say 
to me directly and indirectly that they don’t come to church meetings because 
they don’t feel good enough to come.  They got the impression that they had to 
quit swearing, smoking, drinking, doing drugs and sleeping around before they 
could be with God and with us.  Let’s serve notice to our community that you 
don’t have to get all cleaned up before you come to the Lord! 
 
Charles Spurgeon (1834-1892) concluded, "Holiness is not the way to Christ; 
Christ is the way to holiness." 
 
The next time you catch yourself being shocked and appalled at the sin of 
someone else remember how grateful you are for the forgiveness of your sin.  
Begin to pray for the Lord’s heart to be shown to this person and consider how 
you can be the answer to this prayer! 
 
God wanted to reach out through: 
Abraham 
Jerusalem 
 
Listen to God’s heart for the nations in Acts 11:19-24: 

19 Now those who had been scattered by the persecution in connection 
with Stephen [the first Christian martyr] traveled as far as Phoenicia, 
Cyprus and Antioch, telling the message only to Jews. 20 Some of them, 



however, men from Cyprus and Cyrene, went to Antioch and began to 
speak to Greeks also, telling them the good news about the Lord Jesus. 
21 The Lord's hand was with them, and a great number of people 
believed and turned to the Lord. 22 News of this reached the ears of the 
church at Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. 23 When he 
arrived and saw the evidence of the grace of God, he was glad and 
encouraged them all to remain true to the Lord with all their hearts. 24 
He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith, and a great number 
of people were brought to the Lord. NIV 

 
The Holy Spirit was poured out on the Day of Pentecost in Acts chapter two 
and the church was born in Jerusalem.  The people enjoyed a mighty move of 
the Spirit in the midst of peace and tolerance.  A wave of euphoria swept over 
the followers of Jesus as they basked in God’s presence. 
 
Jerusalem had the resources to plant many, many churches.  They had the 
power of the Holy Spirit and outstanding leaders to turn the Roman Empire on 
its ear.  Jesus had made it clear that He was sent by the Father and He was 
sending His disciples (John 20:21).  I get the feeling, though, that the church in 
Jerusalem was gradually becoming ingrown and focused on self rather than 
reaching out.  God had to shake them up! 
 
Jerusalem’s residents grew less tolerant of the church and decided they did not 
want them around.  Looking at it in human terms you would conclude, “How 
tragic that God’s people were treated so harshly!”  The hand of God was in it, 
however, as persecution forced the Jerusalem church to scatter and 
inadvertently send out missionaries.  What some intended for harm God 
intended for good.  This persecution did not destroy the church.  On the 
contrary, this persecution strengthened and expanded the church! 
 
Ironically, the church is typically the strongest and most vibrant in the face of 
opposition and becomes the weakest and most apathetic in the midst of peace 
and prosperity.  The church is growing in areas of the world today where living 
conditions are most difficult yet sleeping in North America and Europe where 
the masses enjoy an unprecedented standard of living. 
 
Have you ever been to a Christian camp or conference where God touched you?  
Did you come home with a glow and renewed love for the Lord only to have 
people promptly throw a wet blanket on your enthusiasm?  When you have 
such experiences with the Lord you can count on opposition. 
 
How has the Lord changed your life?  What responsibilities do you think come 
with these tremendous privileges? 
 
God wanted to reach out through: 
Abraham 



Jerusalem 
Antioch 
 
Another significant church was established in Acts 11:25-27: 

25 Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 26 and when he 
found him, he brought him to Antioch.  So for a whole year Barnabas 
and Saul met with the church and taught great numbers of people.  The 
disciples were called Christians first at Antioch. 27 During this time 
some prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. NIV 

 
Listen to God’s heart for missions in Acts 13:1-5: 

1 In the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers:  Barnabas, 
Simeon called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen (who had been brought 
up with Herod the tetrarch) and Saul. 2 While they were worshiping the 
Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for me Barnabas and 
Saul for the work to which I have called them." 3 So after they had fasted 
and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off. 4 The 
two of them, sent on their way by the Holy Spirit, went down to Seleucia 
and sailed from there to Cyprus. 5 When they arrived at Salamis, they 
proclaimed the word of God in the Jewish synagogues. NIV 

 
God called the church in Antioch to send people out intentionally.  He did not 
want a church that was satisfied with enjoying God’s presence and not 
reaching out to establish other churches.  Early in the congregation’s life the 
Lord spoke to them and directed them to send out key leaders to establish 
other works around the Roman Empire.  What Jerusalem did by mistake, 
Antioch did on purpose. 
 
If the Bible is a missionary or apostolic book, the people of the Book are 
charged with being a missionary or apostolic people. 
 
After a church service a little boy lingered behind and insisted on seeing the 
missionary who preached. 
 
"Ah my lad," said the kindly missionary as he patted the boy's head, "Do you 
wish to commit your young life to this noble work?" 
 
"No, sir," replied the boy, "I want to know if you've got any foreign stamps." 
 
Neil Cole answers, “What is a Missional Community?” 
(https://www.cmaresources.org/article/what-is-a-missional-community_neil-
cole): 

The church is not sent on a mission by God, rather God is on a mission 
and the church is called to join him.  This is an important distinction, as 
much of what the church is about is trying to do stuff for God instead of 



letting Him do stuff through us.  The mission is not the church's - it is 
the Missio Dei, or "mission of God" that we are called to be part of.  From 
Genesis to Revelation, God is seen clearly on a pursuit to redeem 
humankind from the bondage of sin and death.  The pursuit of this 
mission must take us beyond the walls of our church buildings out into 
the places where people live and work.  Missional activist Alan Hirsch 
says, "A missional theology is not content with mission being a church-
based work.  Rather, it applies to the whole of life of every believer.  Every 
disciple is to be an agent of the kingdom of God, and every disciple is to 
carry the mission of God into every sphere of life.  We are all missionaries 
sent into a non-Christian culture.” 

 
The Lord is calling us to be a church like the one in Antioch.  We have enjoyed 
God’s presence and love amongst us.  We have a good atmosphere of peace and 
unity.  Remember that with every privilege you and I receive from the Lord we 
have also been given a corresponding responsibility.  We have resources in 
people and finances with which we are called to be faithful.  What are we going 
to do with these resources? 
 
It is so tempting to try to preserve our comfort zones as individuals, families 
and as a church.  If we grow too comfortable you can expect that God will 
shake us up and move us out of our comfort zones. 
 
What can you do to reach others in our community?  What can you do to reach 
others in another country? 
 
God wanted to reach out through: 
Abraham 
Jerusalem 
Antioch 
 
God wants to reach out through you. 
 

 
 


