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The Arrow of the Lord’s Deliverance 
Gwen Murtonen - August 21, 2016 

 

2 Kings 13:14-19 NKJV  
14 Elisha had become sick with the illness of which he would die. Then Joash the king of Israel came down to 

him, and wept over his face, and said, “O my father, my father, the chariots of Israel and their horsemen!”  
15 And Elisha said to him, “Take a bow and some arrows.” So he took himself a bow and some arrows. 16 Then 
he said to the king of Israel, “Put your hand on the bow.” So he put his hand on it, and Elisha put his hands on 

the king’s hands. 17 And he said, “Open the east window”; and he opened it. Then Elisha said, “Shoot”; and he 
shot. And he said, “The arrow of the Lord’s deliverance and the arrow of deliverance from Syria; for you must 

strike the Syrians at Aphek until you have destroyed them.” 18 Then he said, “Take the arrows”; so he took 
them. And he said to the king of Israel, “Strike the ground”; so he struck three times, and stopped. 19 And the 
man of God was angry with him, and said, “You should have struck five or six times; then you would have 

struck Syria till you had destroyed it! But now you will strike Syria only three times.” 
 

The Kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and the violent take it by force.   

 God wants to raise up an aggression, a forcefulness, in the church.   

 This story takes place during the chaotic, brutal era of the divided kingdom.   

 We, too, are living in a chaotic, brutal era. Our society has become a place where wickedness is not only 

tolerated, but welcomed.   
 
14Then Joash the king of Israel came down to him, and wept over his face, and said, “O my father, my father, 

the chariots of Israel and their horsemen!” 

 Exactly the same words that Elisha himself used, 60 years earlier, when he saw his mentor and spiritual 

father, the prophet Elijah, being taken to heaven in a chariot of fire.  “My father, my father!  The chariot 
of Israel, and the horsemen thereof!”   

 Words of great respect – the true strength of Israel was in Elijah 

 King Joash recognizes the same thing, that the strength of Israel isn’t in its army, but in the prophet 

Elisha. 
 
The Bible says that King Joash “did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord.”   

 He was an ungodly king who led Israel in idol worship.   

 Now the king finds himself at Elisha’s deathbed, and finally recognizes the prophet’s worth.  He 

understands at last that Elisha is the strength of Israel – the chariot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof  

 There was no visible successor to Elisha as there was with Elijah.   

 
And Elisha said to him, “Take a bow and some arrows.” 

 So the old prophet Elisha looks up from his deathbed, ready to prophesy one more time  
 
16Then he said to the king of Israel, “Put your hand on the bow.” So he put his hand on it, and Elisha put his 
hands on the king’s hands.   

 Nowadays, kings and politicians don’t take part in battles and wars.  But in those days, it would have 

been second nature for a king to wield a sword, or shoot an arrow.  Almost certainly, the king had far 
greater skills with a bow and arrow than the prophet did.  But this weak, dying old prophet puts his 

trembling hands over the king’s war-toughened hands.  This arrow was to have divine significance.   
 

There are times in our lives that we need the hand of the prophet of God to cover our own hands.   

 Just as the king (the civil authority in Israel) submitted himself to Elisha (the spiritual authority in 

Israel), we must submit ourselves to the spiritual authorities that God has put into our lives.   
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 Paul tells us in Ephesians that we have been given spiritual authorities (5 fold ministries) “for the 

perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ.” 

 Jesus is head of the church.  God has established these positions of leadership and authority under the 
headship of Christ.  

 “Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls.”  When 
God prompts our leaders to lay their hands over ours as we hold our arrows, we need to submit 

 
17And [Elisha] said, “Open the east window”; and he opened it.  

 When we have placed our hands in God’s hands, when we are preparing to shoot the arrows of the 
Lord’s deliverance, to declare war upon our enemies, we need to open the window. 

 The act of opening the window is an act of intention, we have committed to a specific purpose.   

  “OPEN” means to be let loose, be thrown open, to free, to open oneself.  A passionate & violent word 

 Same word used in Genesis (7:11-12) “In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, on that day all the 
springs of the great deep burst forth, and the floodgates of the heavens were opened.” 

 Same word translated “loose” in Isaiah (52:2):  Shake yourself from the dust, arise; 
Sit down, O Jerusalem!  Loose yourself from the bonds of your neck, O captive daughter of Zion!”  

 OPEN the window of your worship.  Open the window of your intercession. Shake off the dust, arise.  
Loose yourself from the bonds of your neck, O captive daughter of Zion.  Throw open the window and 

prepare to declare war with your arrow, the arrow of the Lord’s deliverance. 

 It’s time for us to become violently intentional in our warfare.  It’s time for us to become violently 
intentional in the way we live our lives in the Kingdom of God.   

 When Jesus took a whip and drove out the moneychangers from the temple, He didn’t find that whip.  
HE MADE IT.  He committed a premeditated, intentional act of violence against the desecration of His 

house.   

 When the woman came to Jesus and anointed His head with her perfume, it says that she BROKE the 

alabaster box.  The word “Break” in this verse means to SHATTER, to CRUSH, to BREAK INTO 
SHARDS.  This is a beautiful picture of the intentionality, the passion, the breaking, crushing violence 

that we must use to take the Kingdom by force. 
 
17Then Elisha said, “Shoot”; and he shot. And [Elisha] said, “The arrow of the Lord’s deliverance and the 

arrow of deliverance from Syria; for you shall strike the Syrians at Aphek until you have destroyed them.”  

 It was an ancient custom to shoot an arrow or cast a spear into the country which an army intended to 

invade. When King Joash shot the arrow, it was a declaration of war on Syria. 
 

We also see a conjunction of the divine and human elements here – God’s sovereignty and man’s responsibility.   

 It would be "the arrow of the LORD’S deliverance," yet it would be Joash who would smite the Syrians 
at Aphek until he had destroyed them."  

 God would work, in His sovereign plan, and according to his perfect will, but He would work through 
human hands.  

 Charles Spurgeon: “While God will help you, and stand by you, always remember that the Church must 
be active. Every single individual must take his portion in this sacred fight, in this grand crusade against 

sin.”   

 God works through us.  We, the church, are His instrument here on earth.  It’s not the will of God for us 

to sit idly.  We must be active in the advancement of the Kingdom.   

 The church is called the army of Christ.  Armies are made up of soldiers who fight.  We are called to be 

active, aggressive soldiers of the Kingdom. 
 
“Aphek” means “fortress,” and “Syria” means “exalted.”   

 2 Corinthians:  high things & spiritual forces that exalt themselves against the knowledge of God.   
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 When God Himself declares war, who can stop Him?  When He marches against the enemy, his victory 

is unquestioned.  The arrow of deliverance is His.  He shoots out arrows, and the work is done.   

 
18Then [Elisha] said, “Take the arrows”; so he took them. And he said to the king of Israel, “Strike the 

ground”; so he struck three times, and stopped. 

The word that’s translated into “strike” or “smite,” is a word which suggests aggression and violence.   

 The full meaning of this word is “to (fatally) smite, attack, slay, kill, attack with the intention of 
destroying, conquer, subjugate, ravage.”   

 Same word used to describe the plagues that God would bring to decimate Egypt.  “I will strike the land; 

I will strike Egypt; I will strike your firstborn.”   

 Same word used when God commands Moses to strike the rock to make the water flow 

 Same word used when Isaiah prophesied, “Surely he hath borne our grief, and carried our sorrows: yet 

we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.”   

 This is a word that conveys brutal, killing force.   
 

So Elisha tells the king, “Pick up the arrows!”   

 Elisha’s instructions to the king are illogical.   

 Sometimes God asks us to do illogical things: things that we cannot explain and cannot understand.   

 If we don’t understand that what we do could possibly affect our future or the future of others in the 

Body, we just think we’re going through motions.   

 It might not make sense to us.  We will not always understand why God has called us to do certain 

things.  Sometimes God asks us to do things that seem illogical.   

 But He never asks us to do things that are pointless.  He has a reason for everything that He tells us to 

do.   
 

The king hoped to maintain his royal dignity while hitting the ground with arrows – while doing something he 
believed to be silly. 

 The King was looking for a middle ground.  He wants to follow the instructions of Elisha, but not so 

fervently as to make himself look undignified. He decides that three strikes of the ground are enough to 
show polite deference, without indicating that he thought anything important was at stake.   

 The king wasn’t willing to compromise his dignity by foolishly beating arrows on the ground unless 
some pre-announced benefit was guaranteed.  If Elisha had told him, first, exactly what it would signify, 

he would have done it. 

 Some of us want to come into church and participate only in the most perfunctory manner.  Too often 

we respond with a conciliatory attitude.   

 We go through a mechanical motion, an anemic act of habit, and we wonder why our destiny is not 

changed and our future isn’t altered.   

 The king was passive rather than violent, and he missed the moment of his greatest victory.  He was 

more concerned with his dignity than with an encounter with the living God.   

 And now he, and the nation of Israel along with him, would reap a harvest of defeat from the seeds that 
he had sown.  The king’s lack of passion, in that one moment of opportunity, doomed his nation to 

ultimate defeat. 
 

Elisha, from his higher standpoint, after a lifetime spent in intimacy with the Lord, saw the greatness of this 
opportunity.   

 He understood the unprecedented abundance of favour that God was ready to pour out on this struggling 

nation.   

 “Joash” means “Yahweh has given.”  Yahweh was truly ready to give, to pour out a blessing on a nation 

that had wandered far from Him.  God was giving Israel a golden opportunity.  And now this 
opportunity was lost through the half-heartedness of the king.  
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Elisha makes an incredible statement that shows the potential of passionate, wholehearted response to God:  

“You should have struck five or six times; then you would have struck Syria till you had destroyed it! But now 
you will strike Syria only three times.” 

 
Throughout the scriptures, we see people seizing their one chance to meet with God.   

 Jacob @ Peniel 

 Blind Bartimaeus  
 

When we realize that we hold the arrows of prophetic destiny in our hands, perhaps our sleepiness will vanish.   

 The arrows are in your hands.  It is time to violently come against the enemies of the Kingdom.  Take it 

by force.   

 Tomorrow’s destiny can depend on today’s act of violence.  The health of our Body tomorrow depends 

on your prayers today.    

 Smash the alabaster box.  Open the window.   

 Let God arise and His enemies be scattered. 
 

We must be willing to move with strategic, forceful aggression in the cause of the Kingdom.   

 We must violently take ground.   

 We are called to “to (fatally) smite the enemies of God.  We are called to attack, slay, kill, attack with 
the intention of destroying, conquer, subjugate, ravage the enemies of God.   

 This is not a time for timidity and back-footedness.  This is a time for boldness and assurance that if God 
is for us, no power in heaven or on earth can stop us.   

 It’s time to intentionally make a whip and scourge the enemies of the Kingdom. 
 
Charles Spurgeon said, “Blessed be God if this holy violence is in your spirit: you shall take heaven by force 

yet; you shall take it by storm, and carry the gates of heaven by the battery of your prayers. Only persevere with 
importunity; still plead, still wrestle, still continue to strive, and you must at length prevail.” 

 


