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Theme:  The Lord has given us every opportunity to connect with Him. 

 Text:  Luke 11:1-13 

 

Here’s a thought:  John Stott observed, “Indeed, we are most truly human 

when we are on our knees before our Creator.” 
 

A woman phoned the manager of a large opera house to report that she had 

lost a valuable diamond pin at the previous evening's concert.  The man asked 

her to hold the line.  A search was made and the brooch was found; but when 
he got back to the phone, the woman had hung up.  He waited for her to call 

again, and even put a notice in the paper, but he never heard from her again.  

What a strange and foolish person, we say, but ... isn't this the way some of us 

pray?  We tell the Lord all about our needs, but then fail to "hold the line."  As 

a result, we miss the joy of answered prayer and the thrill and reward of a 
persistent faith. 

 

Jesus describes our hotline to heaven in Luke 11:1-13: 

1 One day Jesus was praying in a certain place.  When he finished, one 
of his disciples said to him, "Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught 

his disciples." 2 He said to them, "When you pray, say:  "'Father, 

hallowed be your name, your kingdom come. 3 Give us each day our 

daily bread. 4 Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins 

against us. And lead us not into temptation.'" 5 Then he said to them, 
"Suppose one of you has a friend, and he goes to him at midnight and 

says, 'Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, 6 because a friend of mine 

on a journey has come to me, and I have nothing to set before him.' 7 

"Then the one inside answers, 'Don't bother me.  The door is already 
locked, and my children are with me in bed.  I can't get up and give you 

anything.' 8 I tell you, though he will not get up and give him the bread 

because he is his friend, yet because of the man's boldness he will get up 

and give him as much as he needs. 9 "So I say to you:  Ask and it will be 

given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to 
you. 10 For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him 

who knocks, the door will be opened. 11 "Which of you fathers, if your 

son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? 12 Or if he asks for an 



egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 If you then, though you are evil, know 

how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father 

in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!" NIV 
 

Jesus taught that communication with God includes: 

Design 
Desire 
Delight 
 
Design (Luke 11:1-4) 
 

 
 
Nothing teaches better than a good example.  We don't have the actual words 

that Jesus used as He prayed, but His prayer made such an impression on the 

disciples that they wanted special instructions on how to pray.  Since John the 

Baptist had taught his disciples to pray, Jesus' disciples also wanted some 
guidance.  Wouldn't you welcome help from the Master Pray-er? 

 

The result is what we often refer to as the Lord's Prayer.  It would be more 

appropriate to call it the Model Prayer, since it was not a prayer that He prayed 

verbatim but a blueprint designed for their use.  This blueprint was not 
intended merely to be a religious exercise for us to recite but to facilitate a 

connection between heaven and earth. 

  

Jesus began by addressing God as Father.  The God we serve is no remote, 

impersonal force, but is a Father who loves and is concerned about His 
children.  Though He is our Father, God is high and holy, to be approached 

with reverence and awe.  There is no place in our service to Him for an attitude 

of casualness and flippancy.  It is after we have offered the honour due Him 

that we are extended the privilege to raise our requests to Him. 
 

John Stott (1921-2011) observed (in “The Contemporary Christian”), “Indeed, 

we are most truly human when we are on our knees before our Creator.” 

 

Most Jews in Jesus' day would have interpreted His request for the kingdom to 
come to refer to their regaining independence as a nation and once again 

becoming a world power, but this was not Jesus' intention.  Some feel it refers 

to Christ's return to claim His own at the end of time.  The best explanation is 



found in Matthew's version of the prayer, which includes the phrase, "Your will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven."  In other words, the kingdom comes to our 

world to the extent that God's will is done in our lives.  As we obey Him and 
lead others to obey Him, we are helping the kingdom to come. 

 

As a model, this prayer covers our needs for the present, the past and the 

future.  First of all, it asks for daily sustenance - for bread, not for cake.  When 
we ask for bread, the necessities of life, our Father out of His abundance often 

supplies us with cake, even cake with icing. 

 

A four-year-old fashioned his prayer after what he thought he heard in church, 

"And forgive us our trash baskets as we forgive those who put trash in our 
baskets." 

 

The prayer relates to the past in that our previous sins need to be forgiven.  

This is a dangerous prayer to pray, for we are really asking God to forgive us in 

proportion to how we are willing to forgive others. 
 

Finally, this prayer contains a request for the future.  Just as we are concerned 

that sins of the past be forgiven, so we must be concerned that we avoid sins of 

the future.  Of course, God does not lead us into temptation but He does allow 
us to be tempted.  The Bible assures us that God will not allow us to be 

tempted beyond what we can bear (1 Corinthians 10:13).  At the same time, we 

must bear some of the responsibility for avoiding temptation. 

 

Check your typical pattern of prayer with this design.  Do you have the same 
ingredients?  Do you typically rush into His throne room with a grocery list of 

requests and rush out again?  As you can see, Jesus explains there is much 

more to prayer than what most people think. 

 
Jesus taught that communication with God includes: 

Design (Luke 11:1-4) 

Desire (Luke 11:5-10) 

 

 
 

Effectiveness in prayer is related to the desire or fervency with which you pray.  

A person in a sudden need of food in the middle of the night went to a 

neighbour's house for help.  It would be a rare occurrence among us to have a 
friend come at midnight to borrow bread, but in the hot Middle East the 



travelling was often done at night.  To Jesus' audience this word picture would 

be perfectly normal. 

 
It was common for a whole family - parents, children and servants - to sleep in 

the same room with separate beds made for them on different parts of what 

was a long sofa by day and bed by night.  The wording used here in the Greek 

text does not necessarily imply "in the same bed," but certainly "in the same 
room." 

 

Understandably, the neighbour was irritated because he was awakened in the 

middle of the night, and his first response was to tell the man to take a hike.  

Yet because the knocking persisted, the neighbour finally supplied the man's 
need.  If a cranky neighbour would answer such a request, how much more 

can we expect from our loving Heavenly Father? 

 

God wants us to rethink our needs and learn more about Him through His 

Word.  Psalm 119:2 echoes this train of thought:  “Blessed are they who keep 
his statutes and seek him with all their heart.” NIV 

 

Charles Spurgeon (a great preacher of the 1800's) once said: 

Prayer pulls the rope down below and the great bell rings above in the 
ears of God.  Some scarcely stir the bell, for they pray so languidly 

[lethargically]; others give only an occasional jerk at the rope.  But he 

who communicates with heaven is the man who grasps the rope boldly 

and pulls continuously with all his might. 

 
Jesus sums up with three words:  ask, seek, knock.  The idea of asking 

suggests humility.  When we seek, we become more active.  Knocking is more 

persistent yet.  All three verbs are in the present tense, indicating continuing 

action, not something that is done once and then forgotten.  There is a teaching 
floating around Christian circles that it shows lack of faith on your part if you 

keep on asking.  These teachers assert that you should ask once, claim your 

answer and thank God for it.  These teachers should carefully study Luke 11.  

Ask and keep on asking, seek and keep on seeking, knock and keep on 

knocking. 
 

Here are four reasons why your prayers should be persistent: 

1. You will never learn real dependence on God if the answers come quickly 

and easily. 
2. God wants you to persist in prayer because this will assure Him you have 

examined your motives. 

3. God wants you to come to believe that He truly knows what is best for you. 

4. There are times when God does not answer your prayers because He is not 

sure you will give Him the glory. 
 

Most people live in such a way that they really don't need to pray.  They live so 



predictably and comfortably that the desire to ask, seek and knock is dead or 

dying.  How desperate are you to see God answer your prayers?  Are you yet 

hanging from the edge of a cliff by the last thread of your rope, or do you still 
have another plan up your sleeve?  The Lord might allow you to get more 

desperate still, not because He is twisted and likes to see you suffer, but 

because you can grow by leaps and bounds when you are utterly dependent 

upon Him. 
 

Jesus taught that communication with God includes: 

Design (Luke 11:1-4) 

Desire (Luke 11:5-10) 

Delight (Luke 11:11-13) 

 

 
 

Jesus concluded His discussion on prayer by emphasizing God's loving concern 

for us.  No father would honour his son's request for a fish by giving him a 

snake.  Neither would he hand him a scorpion ready to sting if he asked for an 
egg.  Surely, then, if our earthly fathers know how to give good gifts, how much 

more can we expect from our loving Heavenly Father?  He will give us the Holy 

Spirit, who is the source of all good gifts.  We can anticipate rewards for prayer 

if we do not give up. 

 
A little girl, whose father had refused a request, said in her prayer that night, 

"And please don't give my parents any more children.  They don't know how to 

treat the ones they've got." 

 
God gets blamed for a lot of bad things and He is often ignored for His 

generosity.  Remember James 1:13-17: 

13 When tempted, no one should say, "God is tempting me."  For God 

cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; 14 but each one is 

tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged away and enticed. 15 
Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is 

full-grown, gives birth to death. 16 Don't be deceived, my dear brothers. 

17 Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the 

Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. 
NIV 

 

Here are 11 suggestions to make prayer more meaningful: 

 1. Pray more 



 2. Be more specific 

 3. Pray with greater faith 

 4. Rise above the sin of covetousness 
 5. Pray with greater zeal and fervency 

 6. Grow more godly 

 7. Improve marital relationships 

 8. Grow in humility 
 9. Cultivate a forgiving spirit 

10. Be persistent in prayer 

11. Combine action with prayers. 

 

Prayer is more a process of asking God to help us to accept His will than 
asking Him to do ours.  God's response to suffering is sometimes not to remove 

it but to provide strength to bear it.  Have the patience to wait for God's answer 

- even Jesus waited in the tomb from Friday to Sunday.  Good things come to 

those that wait! 

 
Is prayer a chore or a delight to you?  If it is a chore, why?  Maybe it’s because 

you don’t really believe or maybe you have made prayer something it was never 

intended to be. 

 
The first 911 system was installed in Haleyville, Alabama in 1968 as a way to 

quickly connect a subscriber to the local police station.  Enhanced 911 is now 

deployed in most metropolitan areas in Canada and the United States 

(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Enhanced_9-1-1).  The beauty of this system is 

that a person who dials 911 doesn't have to tell the operator his location.  His 
name, address and phone number appears immediately on an operator's 

screen. 

 

"Enhanced 911" has been a dramatic success.  A six-year-old boy called 911 to 
report that his house was on fire.  Even while the operator was instructing the 

frightened boy on what to do, fire trucks were dispatched.  A terrified girl called 

to say that a man was trying to break into her home.  Within three minutes an 

arrest was made and the child was safe.  In another city, a girl whispered to a 

911 operator that a man was hurting her mother, then hung up.  Police arrived 
in time to capture the rapist. 

 

God too hears the cries of His people.  Whenever we call on Him, and from 

whatever situation, we can know that He is listening and that He answers. 
 

Jesus taught that communication with God includes: 

Design 
Desire 
Delight 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Enhanced_9-1-1


The Lord has given us every opportunity to connect with Him. 

 

 
 


