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Theme:  God’s people are in the midst of a colossal struggle and we will win! 

Text:  Mark 13:1-13 
 

Here’s a thought:  Tyrone Daniel summarizes, “God loves you, the devil hates 

you and everyone else has a wonderful plan for your life.” 

 
Our world is changing quicker than ever and the global superpowers are not 

identified geographically or politically but spiritually.  The borders or 

governments of China, Russia, India or the United States cannot contain or 

suppress these three most potent influences.  Each one of these worldviews 

embrace and propagate different deities:  Mohammed, people and Jesus Christ.  
All three have very different foundations:  The Koran, human reasoning and the 

Bible.  Which one will overcome? 

 

Let’s travel back in time 2,000 years to a conversation between Jesus and His 
disciples recorded in Mark 13:1-13: 

1 As he was leaving the temple, one of his disciples said to him, "Look, 

Teacher!  What massive stones!  What magnificent buildings!" 2 "Do you 

see all these great buildings?" replied Jesus.  "Not one stone here will be 

left on another; every one will be thrown down." 3 As Jesus was sitting 
on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, John and 

Andrew asked him privately, 4 "Tell us, when will these things happen?  

And what will be the sign that they are all about to be fulfilled?" 5 Jesus 

said to them:  "Watch out that no one deceives you. 6 Many will come in 
my name, claiming, 'I am he,' and will deceive many. 7 When you hear of 

wars and rumours of wars, do not be alarmed.  Such things must 

happen, but the end is still to come. 8 Nation will rise against nation, 

and kingdom against kingdom.  There will be earthquakes in various 

places, and famines.  These are the beginning of birth pains. 9 You must 
be on your guard.  You will be handed over to the local councils and 

flogged in the synagogues.  On account of me you will stand before 

governors and kings as witnesses to them. 10 And the gospel must first 

be preached to all nations. 11 Whenever you are arrested and brought to 

trial, do not worry beforehand about what to say.  Just say whatever is 
given you at the time, for it is not you speaking, but the Holy Spirit. 12 



Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child.  Children will 

rebel against their parents and have them put to death. 13 All men will 

hate you because of me, but he who stands firm to the end will be 
saved.” NIV 

 

Jesus told us about: 

The Harsh Realities 
 

 
 

What you see will pass away.  As Jesus and His disciples walked through the 

city of Jerusalem, one of them began to reveal how impressed he was with the 

temple.  The Jewish historian, Josephus (37-100 A.D.), describes the stones as 
standing 37 by 12 by 18 feet in size.  He further reports that the front was all of 

polished white marble, with adjectives such as “incredible” and “amazing” used 

to describe it.  When Jesus uttered this prophecy about the destruction of the 

Temple people would have gasped in unbelief yet it happened just 40 years 

later.  In A.D. 70 the Roman general Titus ordered the whole city of Jerusalem 
and the temple to be demolished.  A writer named Eleazar wished they had all 

died before seeing the holy city destroyed by enemies' hands and before the 

temple was so profanely dug up. 

 

 
 

Undoubtedly the words “what magnificent buildings!” were uttered many times 

in reference to the twin towers.  Since their completion in 1973 the 110-story 

World Trade Center towers stood tall and proud on the New York City skyline.  

They were the headquarters for much of the world’s foreign trade.  On the 
sunny morning of September 11, 2001, 19 terrorists, working in teams of 4 or 

5, hijacked four commercial jetliners and turned them toward targets chosen 

for destruction.  Two of the planes, loaded with fuel and passengers, were flown 

at full speed into the twin towers of the World Trade Center.  The buildings 

burst into flames and collapsed, killing and injuring thousands. 



 

Such an event on our own continent of North America shook our society.  It is 

one of those world events etched in my mind and I remember where I was at 
the moment I heard the news.  I would stare at the TV as the events were 

replayed and I could not believe what was happening.  When someone uses the 

phrase “9/11” we know what they are talking about.  We have realized how 

vulnerable we are to such terrorist attacks.  Reports of young Calgarians 
joining the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) should wake us up to the fact 

that terrorists are amongst us (http://www.cbc.ca/news/gregory-and-collin-

gordon-calgary-brothers-join-ranks-of-canadians-fighting-for-isis-1.2749673). 

 

CNN reports (http://www.cnn.com/2016/01/17/world/christian-persecution-
2015/): 

2015 was the most violent for Christians in modern history, rising to "a 

level akin to ethnic cleansing," according to a new report by Open Doors 

USA, a watchdog group that advocates for Christians.  In total, the 

survey found that more than 7,100 Christians were killed in 2015 for 
"faith-related reasons," up 3,000 from the previous year. 

 

Jesus warned that people would be deceived into following “false messiahs”.  It 

should come as no surprise, then, to recognize that most members of false 
cults were once involved at least nominally in Christian churches at one time.  

This danger should help inspire you and me to stay close to God and His Word. 

 

For 2,000 years many families have been divided over their allegiances to 

Christ.  We haven’t seen this kind of violent polarization in Canada yet, but it is 
coming.  I often see one spouse come to Jesus while the other either passively 

or aggressively resists such a commitment. 

 

Three monks, members of an order that had a rule of silence, asked the head of 
the monastery for permission to speak with one another.  The abbot granted 

the oldest monk the privilege to speak one sentence that year on a coming feast 

day.  He granted the youngest the right to speak one sentence on that feast day 

one year later.  The third brother was to wait still another year for his feast day 

privilege. 
 

Following breakfast, the first year the oldest monk said, "I hate oatmeal." 

 

A year went by, and after breakfast the youngest brother said, "I like oatmeal." 
 

Another year passed and the third monk said, "I'm getting awfully tired of this 

constant bickering over oatmeal." 

 

The Bible refers to Jesus as the Prince of Peace.  However, the peace He gives 
to your heart sometimes comes at the expense of peace in your relationships.  

Listen carefully to Jesus in Matthew 10:34-39: 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/gregory-and-collin-gordon-calgary-brothers-join-ranks-of-canadians-fighting-for-isis-1.2749673
http://www.cbc.ca/news/gregory-and-collin-gordon-calgary-brothers-join-ranks-of-canadians-fighting-for-isis-1.2749673
http://www.cnn.com/2016/01/17/world/christian-persecution-2015/)
http://www.cnn.com/2016/01/17/world/christian-persecution-2015/)


34 Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth.  I did not 

come to bring peace, but a sword. 35 For I have come to turn "a man 

against his father, a daughter against her mother, a daughter-in-law 
against her mother-in-law - 36 a man's enemies will be the members of 

his own household.” 37 Anyone who loves his father or mother more 

than me is not worthy of me; anyone who loves his son or daughter more 

than me is not worthy of me; 38 and anyone who does not take his cross 
and follow me is not worthy of me. 39 Whoever finds his life will lose it, 

and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. NIV 

 

Tyrone Daniel summarizes, “God loves you, the devil hates you and everyone 

else has a wonderful plan for your life.” 
 

People will hate you but don’t take it personally.  They will hate you because of 

Christ in you.  Just in case someone has not told you yet, the moment you 

become a follower of Christ you make a lot of enemies.  I would not be 

surprised if we see Christians imprisoned for their faith in our country during 
my lifetime.  The question is, “Are you and I willing to pay the price to follow 

Jesus Christ?”  Who hates you?  Why do they hate you? 

 

Jesus told us about: 
The Harsh Realities 

The Big Difference 

 

 
 

The Holy Spirit is with His people.  While the opposition grows so does our 
dependence upon the words and works of the Holy Spirit.  Many Christians try 

to live their lives ignoring Him, but the Holy Spirit is alive and well, offering to 

make the big difference in all the challenges we face.  Jesus promised that the 

Holy Spirit would show us what to say and do when the heat is on. 

 
The Apostle Peter explained on the Day of Pentecost that the outpouring of the 

Holy Spirit is directly related to End Time events in Acts 2:13-21: 

13 Some, however, made fun of them and said, "They have had too much 

wine." 14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and 
addressed the crowd:  "Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, 

let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say. 15 These men 

are not drunk, as you suppose.  It's only nine in the morning! 16 No, this 

is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 17 "'In the last days, God says, I 



will pour out my Spirit on all people.  Your sons and daughters will 

prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men will dream 

dreams. 18 Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out 
my Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy. 19 I will show wonders 

in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood and fire and 

billows of smoke. 20 The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to 

blood before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord. 21 And 
everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.'” NIV 

 

If the Apostle Peter and the early church believed they lived in the End Times 

2,000 years ago we must be so much closer to them today!  If the manifest 

presence of the Holy Spirit was a sign of the End Times 2,000 years ago how 
much more so is this the case today! 

 

Two six year-old boys were attending a Christian school and they were giving 

their teachers problems.  The teachers had tried everything to make them 

behave - time outs, notes home, missed recesses - but could do nothing with 
them.  Finally, the boys were sent to see the principal. 

 

The first boy went in and sat in a chair across the desk from the principal.  The 

principal asked, "Do you know where God is?"  The little boy just sat there. 
 

The principal stood up and asked again, "Son, do you know where God is?"  

The little boy trembled but said nothing. 

 

The principal leaned across the desk and again asked, "Do you know where 
God is?"  The little boy bolted out of the chair, ran past his friend in the waiting 

room and ran all the way home.  He got in bed and pulled the covers up over 

his head. 

 
His friend had followed him home so he asked, "What happened in there?" 

 

The boy replied, "God is missing and they think we did it!” 

 

The gospel must first be preached to all nations before the end will come.  With 
the exception of North America, Christianity is growing in unprecedented 

numbers.  For example, scholars estimate that there are 67 million to 100 

million Christians in China - compared with 87 million Communist Party 

cadres [committed and trained members].  Yang Fenggang, director of Purdue 
University’s Center on Religion and Chinese Society, estimates that China will 

be home to 250 million Christians by 2030 

(https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/christians-in-china-

feel-full-force-of-authorities-repression/2015/12/23/7dd0ec5a-a736-11e5-

b596-113f59ee069a_story.html).  Professor Yang, a leading expert on religion in 
China, estimates that China is on course to become the “world's most Christian 

nation” by 2030 
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(http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/china/10776023/China-

on-course-to-become-worlds-most-Christian-nation-within-15-years.html). 

 
With all the technology available to us, we have an opportunity like no previous 

generation to tell others about Jesus Christ.  The gospel is far more powerful 

than a terrorist attack or humanistic philosophy.  The gospel is the power of 

God for the salvation of everyone who believes (Romans 1:16).  The church is a 
sleeping giant and we have failed to recognize the significant role we play in 

shaping human history.  Hatred is not going to be wiped out by obliterating 

ISIS.  The only way to truly change our world is by changing the hearts of 

people.  How can the hearts of people change?  Not by education, military 

strength, democracy or economic growth.  The only way it can happen is by the 
Holy Spirit coming to live inside and bringing changes from the inside out.  The 

only hope for our community to change is by each person individually asking 

Jesus Christ to bring these changes in his or her life. 

 

Derek Prince pointed out that sadly, many Christians are looking for the 
Antichrist rather than the Christ.  Rather than becoming preoccupied with who 

the Antichrist might be, let’s focus on this promise:  Jesus is returning for His 

people and he who endures to the end will be saved (Matthew 24:13).  The 

theme of the last book in the Bible, the Book of Revelation, centres on the 
resistance of the powers of darkness to God and the convincing, triumphant 

victory of the Almighty.  The one who is in you is greater than the one who is in 

the world (1 John 4:4)! 

 

Let the turmoil in our world spur you on to be about the Lord’s work more 
diligently.  Allow the Holy Spirit to speak to you about the changes He wants to 

bring in your life, your family and your community.  Have you asked the Lord 

to fill you with the Holy Spirit?  Do you commune daily with the Holy Spirit by 

soaking in God’s Word, by talking to Him, by singing God’s praise, by listening 
for His voice, by watching for what He is doing, by obeying His directions? 

 

Jesus told us about: 

The Harsh Realities 
The Big Difference 

 
God’s people are in the midst of a colossal struggle and we will win! 
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