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Theme:  You are responsible for your eternal destiny. 

Text:  Matthew 25:1-13 

 

Here’s a thought:  Someone has advised, “The proper time to do the proper thing 
is before you have to do it.” 

 

I have written a lot of tests and exams over the years.  Some I have looked 

forward to because I studied hard and prepared well for them.  Others I dreaded 
and lived with continual heaviness weighing on the back of my mind.  The exams 

for which I was prepared were a goal to anticipate, bringing with it the reward for 

my readiness.  The exams for which I was not prepared were a punishment for 

my procrastination. 

 
I knew that my exams were coming, but this did not always motivate me to train 

my mind and order my life accordingly.  I can almost feel the anxiety again over 

those exams that I cringed at and sweated through.  Whether or not I was 

prepared I was usually the last one done writing the exam.  My strategy was to 
empty my brain – whether it was correct knowledge or not – and to fill up my 

paper.  Particularly when it came to essay questions I reasoned, “You just never 

know what will get me marks from the teacher.” 

 

There is a final exam coming for which you and I better study.  Eventually we will 
all see the One who created us – whether we are ready or not. 

 

Jesus uses the analogy of a wedding in Matthew 25:1-13 to describe this 

meeting: 

1 At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their 
lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish 

and five were wise. 3 The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take 

any oil with them. 4 The wise, however, took oil in jars along with their 

lamps. 5 The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became 
drowsy and fell asleep. 6 At midnight the cry rang out:  “Here's the 

bridegroom!  Come out to meet him!” 7 Then all the virgins woke up and 

trimmed their lamps. 8 The foolish ones said to the wise, “Give us some of 

your oil; our lamps are going out.” 9 "No,” they replied, “there may not be 



enough for both us and you.  Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy 

some for yourselves.” 10 But while they were on their way to buy the oil, 

the bridegroom arrived.  The virgins who were ready went in with him to 
the wedding banquet.  And the door was shut. 11 Later the others also 

came.  “Sir!  Sir!” they said.  “Open the door for us!” 12 But he replied, “I 

tell you the truth, I don't know you.” 13 Therefore keep watch, because you 

do not know the day or the hour. NIV 
 

In several places in the Bible Jesus Christ is described as the bridegroom, who 

for a time is physically absent from the world but will be returning at a time that 

no one can predict.  Matthew 25 describes the mixed response that His Second 

Coming will bring. 
 

When the Lord returns: 

Some Things Can Be Shared (Matthew 25:1-6) 
 

 
 
Jewish weddings had two phases.  The bridegroom went first, with his friends, to 

the bride's home to receive his bride and observe religious ceremonies.  Then he 

would take his bride with her friends in a joyful procession to his own home for a 

resumption of the festivities.  The virgins in today’s text were probably some of 

the bride’s friends – not necessarily friends of the groom - who were to meet and 
join the procession at a convenient place. 

 

Great efforts were made to have an abundance of light at these weddings, which 

would always take place at night.  Lamps, torches and lanterns were freely used 
in the marriage procession and at the house of the bridegroom, where the 

ceremony was performed. 

 

With lamps in hand, the ten young ladies waited for the wedding to begin, 

sharing in the anticipation.  They each knew he was coming – they had heard 
about and prepared for this day. 

 

Some children love to share.  "Darling," scolded the mother, "you shouldn't 

always keep everything for yourself.  I have told you before that you should let 
your brother play with your toys half of the time." 

 

Bobby replied, “I have been.  I take the sled going downhill and he takes it 

going up." 



 

In Matthew 7:13-14 Jesus described two distinct shared experiences: 

13 Enter through the narrow gate.  For wide is the gate and broad is the 
road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. 14 But small is 

the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it. NIV 

 

Each of the ten virgins succumbed to human weakness and weariness in waiting 
for the bridegroom.  While the bridegroom tarried, they all slept.  The parable 

attaches no blame for this.  We are all subject to fatigue and discouragement.  

We all feel like quitting at one time or another.  The difference between the 

successful and the unsuccessful is that the successful do not quit. 

 
In Matthew 25 Jesus goes on to describe how for a time the righteous and the 

unrighteous live, work and play side by side.  When Jesus Christ returns, 

however, there will be a permanent separation between those who were fully 

prepared for His coming and those who were not. 

 
One of the earliest kings of England was called Ethelred the Unready (968-1016)!  

What an interesting name.  I wonder if some of his relatives are still around.  I 

wonder if some of them are even members of our churches. 

 
For now, true and prepared followers of Jesus Christ co-exist with hypocritical 

and unprepared professors of Jesus Christ.  For now, the two groups look and 

sound very similar.  For now, many characteristics and experiences are shared.  

For now… 

 
When the Lord returns: 

Some Things Can Be Shared (Matthew 25:1-6) 

Some Things Can Not Be Shared (Matthew 25:7-13) 
 

 
 
Only five of the ten virgins came prepared for the long wait.  The anticipation of 

the bridegroom does not necessarily mean that it will happen tomorrow.  

Faithfulness over the long haul is the key.  Time reveals who is true and ready 

and who is not. 
 

These lamps each had a wick and a space for oil, but five virgins had no oil with 

them.  Oil is often symbolic of the Holy Spirit in the Bible.  All ten appeared 

outwardly the same (virgins, lamps, similar activity, etc.), but five did not 



consistently partake of the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit is a free gift, and this gift 

is not literally bought with silver and gold.  The point here is that each person 

must obtain his own supply. 
 

Harsh terms are used to describe five of the virgins:  foolish or stupid.  The five 

foolish virgins were careless, failing to make the complete commitment and 

preparations that were needed.  The wise virgins were prepared to trim their 
lamps, clean the wicks, light them and adjust the flames.  A person going about 

the streets of Palestine at night then needed to carry a lighted torch.  So the 

virgins prepared to join the procession as the bridegroom approached.  Then the 

foolish said unto the wise, “Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.”  

The foolish virgins, who had brought along no extra oil, saw their dry wicks 
flicker for a few moments and then die.  The failure to provide any oil at all 

displays their stupidity.  They should have bought some oil for themselves.  While 

the foolish were gone, the bridegroom came and the feast began.  Later the 

foolish virgins returned, having realized that no oil could be obtained at such a 

late hour. 
 

Someone has advised, “The proper time to do the proper thing is before you have 

to do it.” 

 
A worried-looking gentleman hurried into a florist shop and asked for potted 

chrysanthemums. 

 

"I'm sorry, Sir," replied the clerk, "we're out of chrysanthemums.  How about 

geraniums?" 
 

"No, that won't do," answered the gentleman.  "I promised my wife I would 

water the chrysanthemums while she was gone." 

 
When the guests were assembled and it was time to begin the master of the 

house shut the door.  From this point on the servant was not allowed to admit 

anyone, no matter how desperate the latecomer appeared to be. 

 

Perhaps in this case the persistence of the foolish virgins brought the bridegroom 
himself to the door with these abrupt words, “I tell you the truth, I don’t know 

you!”  These people were friends of the bride – who is identified as the church in 

other parts of the Bible – but they were not friends of the groom, Jesus Christ.  It 

is possible to have relationship with the church but not with the head of the 
church.  These words could be the last that many people will hear from God.  

Regardless of your human companions, it is terrible loneliness to be turned away 

by the Almighty God.  Christ will reject all relationship with persons whose claim 

is profession only.  It is not enough to claim you are Christian; your life and 

closeness with Christ is what will ensure your eternal dwelling place with God. 
 

Matthew 24:36-51 reinforces the suddenness and seriousness of this matter: 



36 No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, 

nor the Son, but only the Father. 37 As it was in the days of Noah, so it 

will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For in the days before the flood, 
people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to 

the day Noah entered the ark; 39 and they knew nothing about what would 

happen until the flood came and took them all away.  That is how it will be 

at the coming of the Son of Man. 40 Two men will be in the field; one will 
be taken and the other left. 41 Two women will be grinding with a hand 

mill; one will be taken and the other left. 42 Therefore keep watch, because 

you do not know on what day your Lord will come. 43 But understand this:  

If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was 

coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his house be 
broken into. 44 So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will 

come at an hour when you do not expect him. 45 Who then is the faithful 

and wise servant, whom the master has put in charge of the servants in 

his household to give them their food at the proper time? 46 It will be good 

for that servant whose master finds him doing so when he returns. 47 I tell 
you the truth, he will put him in charge of all his possessions. 48 But 

suppose that servant is wicked and says to himself, “My master is staying 

away a long time,” 49 and he then begins to beat his fellow servants and to 

eat and drink with drunkards. 50 The master of that servant will come on 
a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he is not aware of. 51 

He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the hypocrites, where 

there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. NIV 

 

The followers of Jesus have been waiting for His arrival a long time.  The disciples 
who lived almost 2,000 years ago fully expected Him.  I grew up with the warning 

that He could return at any moment.  Years ago a Christian NASA astronaut 

wrote a booklet, “88 Reasons Why Jesus Christ Will Return in 1988.”  We would 

be foolish to speculate on the date and time when He will come back.  We would 
be wise to be ready for the moment when He does. 

 

Are you ready for the return of Jesus Christ? 

 Does your lamp - what you say and do - reflect a Christ-like life?  You 

obviously are not perfect yet, but since asking Him to be your leader and only 
hope for entrance into heaven your resemblance to Jesus is increasingly 

striking. 

 What do you carry in your oil container - your heart?  What thoughts, feelings 

and ambitions have captured your attention? 

 Are you carrying along a good supply of the Holy Spirit?  You can be regularly 

filled with the Holy Spirit through prayer, praise and worship (using your 

native language and your heavenly language or tongues), meditating upon the 

Word of God and by sharing what He has given you with others. 

 



If you can answer, “Yes,” to all three of these questions chances are good that 

you are ready for His arrival. 

 
John Smith was a loyal carpenter, working for a very successful building 

contractor who called him into his office one day and said, "John, I'm putting you 

in charge of the next house we build.  I want you to order all the materials and 

oversee the whole job from the ground up." 
 

John accepted the assignment with great enthusiasm and excitement.  For ten 

days before ground was broken at the building site, John studied the blueprints.  

He checked every measurement, every specification.  Suddenly he had a thought.  

"If I am really in charge," he said to himself, "why couldn't I cut a few corners, 
use less expensive materials, and put the extra money in my pocket?  Who would 

know the difference?  Once the house is painted, it will look just great." 

 

So John set about his scheme.  He ordered second-grade lumber, but his reports 

indicated that it was top-grade.  He ordered inexpensive concrete for the 
foundation, put in cheap wiring, and cut every corner he could, yet he reported 

the purchase of much better materials.  When the home was completed and fully 

painted, he asked the contractor to come and see it. 

 
"John," said the contractor, "what a magnificent job you have done!  You have 

been such a good and faithful carpenter all these years that I have decided to 

show my gratitude by giving you this house you have built, as a gift!" 

 

When the Lord returns: 

Some Things Can Be Shared 

Some Things Can Not Be Shared 
 

You are responsible for your eternal destiny. 

 

 
 


